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COMPLETED WORK (2003-2008)

 Phase 1: National qualitative study - perceptions of palliative care, issues
surrounding referral in the Australian health care system.

o Phase 2: National survey of doctors - current referral practices, predictors
of referral, prevalence of triggers precipitating referral for SPC.

 Phase 3: Development of national Palliative Care Needs Assessment
Guidelines and a Needs Assessment Tool, to facilitate needs-based care
and enhance SPC resource utilisation.

 Phase 4: Evaluation of the impact of the guidelines and tool on patient &
caregiver outcomes.

WORK UNDERWAY IN 2009

 Phase 5: Development of national dissemination plan and training
packages for referrers and palliative care services.

 Phase 6: Generalising the resources to non-cancer palliative populations.



Overview of the Needs
Assessment Tool: Progressive
Disease - Cancer (NAT: PD-C)



NAT: PD-C

 Aims to facilitate care based on types and

complexity of needs:

— no problems and no need for services;
— minor problems (ie, low need), which may be

met by their primary health

— medium to high needs and
referral for full assessment
services

professional;
potentially require a

Dy specialist

e Designed for ongoing use in both generalist
and specialist care settings



Centre for Health Research
& Psycho-oncology (CHeRP)




Centre for Health Research
& Psycho-oncology (CHeRP)




	National Team
	Palliative Care Program Overview (2003-2009)
	NAT: PD-C
	The Needs Assessment Tool

