MODIFIED CLINICAL INDICATORS FOR PUBLIC AND PRIVATE FACILITIES

In response to growing demands for information to meet the Royal Australian College of Obstetricians and Gynaecologists’

and the Australian College on Healthcare Standards’ (RACOG/ACHS) Obstetric Clinical Indicators, the following table presents
summary data by size of birthing unit and accommodation type of mother. The following comments outline the current limitations
of the data items used in deriving the indicator information.

Induction of labour other than for defined indications
Principal reason for induction is captured by the collection and is used in deriving this indicator. It should be noted however, that
only one response is permitted, which may be a limiting factor for those cases where there were multiple clinical indications.

The rate of vaginal delivery following primary Caesarean section

This indicator relates to those patients delivering vaginally following a previous primary Caesarean section and having no intervening
pregnancies greater than twenty weeks gestation. The collection is currently limited to supplying information on mothers who have

had a Caesarean section in any previous delivery. This means that it may not have been a primary Caesarean as there may have been
intervening births prior to the current birth event.

Primary Caesarean section for failure to progress

This indicator area requires a distinction to be drawn between labouring mothers undergoing a primary Caesarean section for failure to
progress with cervical dilatation of 3cm or less and those undergoing a primary Caesarean section with cervical dilatation of more

than 3 cm. The collection does not currently capture cervical dilatation. A modified version of this indicator has been included

to indicate labouring mothers without a previous Caesarean section who subsequently underwent Caesarean section for failure to progress.
The data item 'Principal reason for Caesarean' permits only one response, which may be a limiting factor in cases where there were
multiple reasons for Caesarean section.

Primary Caesarean section for fetal distress

Principal reason for Caesarean is captured by the collection and is used in combination with other items in deriving this indicator.
It should be noted, however, that only one response is permitted, which may be a limiting factor for those cases where there
were multiple reasons for Caesarean section.

Incidence of an intact lower genital tract in primiparous patients delivering vaginally
This indicator requires the number of primiparous mothers not requiring surgical repair of the lower genital tract following vaginal delivery.
The following table presents information on

a) the number of primiparous mothers delivering vaginally with an intact perineum;

b) the number of primiparous mothers delivering vaginally with an intact perineum with no other reported lower genital trauma.

Apgar Score
This item is captured for livebirths only and therefore excludes all stillbirths. The collection does not currently capture
Apgar score at 10 minutes.
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Clinical indicators by size of facility (births per year)

More than 2,000 1000-1999 500-999 Less than 500 Total ™
Type of accommodation of mother

Public Private Public Private Public Private Public Private Public Private Total®
MOTHERS
1. Induction of labour other than for defined indications'®
Mothers who had an induction of labour other than for defined indications (No.) 958 1,077 736 858 114 531 238 495 2,046 2,961 5,007
1.1 As a proportion of all mothers who had an induction (%) 23.0 61.1 30.0 63.6 28.7 58.1 32.9 54.3 26.4 60.0 39.5
1.2 As a proportion of all mothers (%) 4.9 16.9 7.3 17.0 5.3 14.8 5.7 15.8 5.7 16.3 9.2
2. The rate of vaginal delivery following primary Caesarean section
Mothers who had a vaginal delivery following primary Caesarean section (No.) 335 74 220 60 31 60 37 39 623 233 856
2.1 As a proportion of all mothers who had a previous primary Caesarean section (%) 19.1 6.5 24.6 6.6 17.8 11.5 14.6 8.2 20.3 7.7 14.0
3. Primary Caesarean section for failure to progress ©
Mothers who had a primary Caesarean section for failure to progress after a period of
labour with cervical dilatation of 3cm or less (No.) 93 68 77 152 26 60 33 60 229 340 569
3.1 As a proportion of all mothers who had a primary Caesarean section for specified
reasons " (%) 3.1 4.9 5.9 13.6 8.4 9.4 8.2 10.6 45 9.2 6.5
Mothers who had a primary Caesarean section for failure to progress after a period of
labour with cervical dilation of more than 3cm (No.) 661 179 367 174 69 166 147 127 1,244 646 1,890
3.2 As a proportion of all mothers who had a primary Caesarean section for specified
reasons @ (%) 21.8 13.0 28.1 15.6 22.3 25.9 36.7 22.4 24.6 17.5 21.6
4. Primary Caesarean section for fetal distress © @
Mothers who had a primary Caesarean section for fetal distress after a period of labour
(No.) 601 246 306 150 50 84 53 76 1,010 556 1,566
4.1 As a proportion of all mothers (%) 3.1 3.9 3.0 3.0 2.3 2.3 1.3 2.4 2.8 3.1 2.9
4.2 As a proportion of all mothers who had a primary Caesarean section (%) 18.3 13.7 219 10.7 15.2 10.8 12.6 11.4 18.6 12.0 15.6
5. Incidence of an intact lower genital tract in primiparous mothers delivering vaginally
Primiparous mothers delivering vaginally not requiring surgical repair of the lower genital
tract ™ (No.) 2,196 322 936 113 222 241 430 117 3,784 793 4,583
5.1 As a proportion of all primiparous mothers delivering vaginally (%) 38.4 22.6 33.1 104 39.5 25.7 41.7 15.9 37.3 19.0 32.0
Number of mothers 19,607 6,387 10,129 5,053 2,171 3,600 4,209 3,137 36,116 18,177 54,293
LIVEBIRTHS
6. Apgar Score @
Liveborn babies with an Apgar score of 4 or below at 5 minutes post delivery (No.) 108 21 48 15 13 16 12 12 181 64 245
6.1 As a proportion of live births (%) 0.5 0.3 0.5 0.3 0.6 0.4 0.3 0.4 0.5 0.3 0.4
Number of livebirths 19,777 6,578 10,159 5,140 2,173 3,655 4,216 3,164 36,325 18,537 54,862

(a) The Australian Council on Healthcare Standards/The Royal Australian College of Obstetricians & Gynaecologists - Obstetric & Gynaecology Indicators - Version 3.

(b) Excludes homebirths and births at an unknown facility.
(c) Includes not stated accommodation type of mother.

(d) Defined indications include: Diabetes, premature rupture of membranes, hypertensive disorders (including chronic renal disease), IUGR, isoimmunisation, fetal distress, IUFD, chorioamnionitis,

and prolonged pregnancy (41 completed weeks, or more).
(e) Where condition was reported as a labour and delivery complication.

(f) For the purpose of this report, Caesarean sections for specified reasons are those where elective, repeat elective and social are not reported as the reason for Caesarean section.
(g) May include some cases where meconium liquor was reported as a labour and delivery complication but not necessarily as an indicator of fetal distress.
(h) This indicator uses the need for surgical repair as a measure of degree of severity of genital tract trauma. Therefore mothers with minor trauma not requiring repair are included.

(i) Apgar score at 10 minutes post delivery is not collected by the Data Services Unit.
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