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A taste of the outback for city slickers

MORVEN’s Director of Nursing 
Jill Carroll was the voice and 
ears for the south west at 
the inaugural meeting of the 
Queensland Clinical Senate in 
Brisbane last month.
The senate was set up to be 
the key vehicle for engaging 
clinicians in shaping the 
future strategic directions for 
Queensland Health.
Ms Carroll, the director of 
nursing at Morven, said she 
was accepted to be part of the 
group earlier this year.
“To have clinical representation 
at this level is an exciting 
development for myself and the 
south west,’’ Ms Carroll said.
The Clinical Senate is a formal 
approach at engaging with 
clinicians and it is structured to 
address a particular question at 
each meeting.
Ms Carroll said the 40 to 
60 people membership 
represented a broad cross 
section of Queensland Health 
staff.

  peech pathology students Katherine  
Bishop and Gemma Willis had never 
ventured further west than Toowoomba.

But when the two Brisbane university 
students were stationed in Roma – 480km 
from home – it proved to be both educational 
and inspirational.
“We thought any town west of Toowoomba 
was too remote, too rural and too rugged,” Ms 
Willis admitted. “However, spending the past 
six weeks in Roma has been one of the best 
experiences of our training so far.”
The girls were in Roma for a six-week training 
practical as part of their Bachelor of Speech 
Pathology course through the University of 
Queensland.
“Working in Roma Hospital for the past six 
weeks has been a really positive experience,” 
Ms Bishop said. “We have learned so much 
– perhaps more than if we were placed in a 
metropolitan hospital,” Ms Bishop said.
Under the guidance of Roma Hospital speech 
pathologists Bridget Palmer and Melissa 
Reed, the students have completed a variety 

of consults and patient examinations. 
“That’s the most fantastic thing about being 
placed in a rural hospital,” Ms Willis said. “In 
a metropolitan hospital postings are quite 
specific with defined areas of consulting. 
However, over the past six weeks we have 
seen a variety of patients with broad health 
needs.”
Self-confessed city slickers, Ms Willis and Ms 
Bishop said working in a remote area such as 
Roma had been an inspiring experience.
“It is a really friendly community with a young 
medical team who are open to giving new 
people a chance,” Ms Bishop said. 

Roma Hospital plays host to two speech pathology
students who are far from home

Morven nurse has eyes and 
ears open for south-west

> Provide advice on major 
clinical strategic areas 
including clinical service 
planning and reform
> Provide clinical advice 
on design issues for 
clinical facilities
> Develop and 
contribute to a pluralistic 
understanding of the 
issues facing health in the 
broader government and 
community perspective 
> Provide expert advice 
to complement evidence 
base on achieving best 
clinical practice, including 
systemic safety and 
quality issues 
> Participate in the 
decision making process 
in clinical service planning 
and policy development 

Clinical Senate
functions

BACK: Katherine Bishop and Melissa Reed. 
FRONT: Bridget Palmer and Gemma Willis.




