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The Handbook for the Collection, Storage and Transport of Pathology Specimens in
Rural and Remote Queensland was originally funded by the Queensland Health
Quality Improvement and Enhancement Program (QIEP) through the Rural and
Remote and Pathology Quality System Program Areas. The development of the
Handbook was guided by the members of a small reference group: Paul Bailey,
Rhonda Bilin, May Smith, Alex Stephenson, Meegan Symonds, Lyn Overton
(Queensland Health); and Geoff King, Dianne Heggie, Suzanne Hood (RFDS).
Rosanna Pappalardo (RFDS) assisted in the desktop publishing and preparation for
publication.

Alex Stephenson (QHPS, Cairns Base Hospital) and May Smith Project Officer, Rural
and Remote Program Area (QIEP) were responsible for the detailed development,
collection, research and assemblage of the Handbook. Their exceptional effort is
acknowledged. The 1998 edition of the Queensland Health Pathology & Scientific
Services Pathology Laboratory, Cairns Base Hospital Pathology Handbook was used
as the primary source of material for this handbook. The information provided in the
microbiology section has been referenced extensively from the Royal Brisbane
Hospital booklet — “Collection of Specimens for Microbiological Examination and
Guidelines for the Laboratory Investigation of Selected Infectious Diseases”. The
Wide Bay Area (QHPS) supplied many of the photographs.

The illustrations and the accompanying procedures in the microbiological section
were obtained from the Faculty of Sciences (Nursing), University of Southern
Queensland, Toowoomba ("Microbiology and Immunisation: collection of clinical
specimens for microbiological examination". USQ, Unit 67421). Staff from several
Queensland Health Pathology Service and the North Queensland Rural Health
Training Unit were also involved in the compilation and development of this
Handbook.
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