Rainwater
tanks

A Guide to
Keeping

your tank
safe

3. Disposing of your tank

Rainwatertanks may become a major mosguito
breeding site when they are no longer required
orwhen they fall into disrepair, Disused tanks
may also harbour rats and mice, Tanks that are
na longer required should be drained, cut up
and removed to an approved waste disposal
site, Contact your local council for your nearast

location,

< Questions?

Ring your local council or visit
wrww, health.gld.gov.au.
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Rainwater tanks

% Guide to keeping your tank safe

Rainwater tanks in Queensland have the
potential to create health risks. For example,
they can become breeding sites for mosquitos
if not properly maintained, Below are thres
impartant steps to make sure your tank does
not become a health risk for you, your Family
and your community,

1. New tanks

In Queensland, all new tanks must be fitted
with mosquito-proof screens and/or flap valves
on every opening, including overflows,

The screens must be made of brass, copper,
aluminium or stainless steel gauze, have a
mesh size of 1mm or less, installed in a way
that does not cause or accelerate corrosion,
and stops mosquitoes passing through the
DpENings,

Flap valves must be able to stop mosquitoes
passing through the openings when they are
closed,

2. Maintaining your tank

Maintaining your rainwater tank is an
impartant responsibility. Maintenance is
neaded to maintain good water quality and
prevent mosquitoes breeding, Recommended
maintenance is provided in the table below.

Did you know?

You can be fined up to $225

on the spot for not keeping
your tank mosquito-proof.

Regularily Malntenance aclion

J monfhs Ghesk and clean lirst lush davice.

& mants Chesk tank, mosquitc-procf screens fNd
finp vabvas for ripe, holes and defects
Hupair atraight sway

b oS ek 1oal and gquibers 10F & colimulalid
dedirds Incuding leal and olher plan
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Check inside tha tank for secumutatad
sadment, If gludos i= cowaring the botiam
af tha fank, siphan i out or complately
ampdy the tenk. Professional tank cleanars
apsrete in meny areas, Caorlect defails
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