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	Details to be Recorded When Controlled Drugs Obtained
Health (Drugs and Poisons) Regulation 1996


Background
The Health (Drugs and Poisons) Regulation 1996 (the regulation) is the primary legislative instrument concerned with the regulation of scheduled drugs and poisons in Queensland.

The regulation:

· places controls on access-to and supply-of scheduled drugs and poisons, capable of causing harm to humans and animals; and

· provides mechanisms for the traceability of the access-to and supply-of such scheduled drugs and poisons, including controlled (Schedule 8) drugs.

Sections 100 and 107 of the regulation, below, provide for the traceability of controlled (Schedule 8) drugs when they are obtained at institutions.

Relevant provisions of the regulation
Section 100 Details to be recorded when controlled drugs obtained by central storer

(1) For each controlled drug that a central storer obtains, the storer must record on the relevant page of the main issue book—

(a) the description and quantity or volume of the controlled drug; and

(b) the date the controlled drug is obtained; and

(c) the name and address of the person from whom the controlled drug is obtained; and

(d) if the controlled drug was obtained for a particular person—the person’s name and address; and

(e) the quantity or volume of the controlled drug held at the central storage point; and

(f) the quantity or volume of the controlled drug supplied to a unit storer.

Maximum penalty—40 penalty units.

(2) The central storer must sign the entry.

Maximum penalty—40 penalty units.

Section 107 Details to be recorded when controlled drugs obtained

(1) For each controlled drug that a single storer obtains, the storer must record on the relevant page of the single storage book—

(a) the description and quantity or volume of the controlled drug; and

(b) the date the controlled drug is obtained; and

(c) the name and address of the person from whom the controlled drug is obtained; and

(d) if the controlled drug was obtained for a particular person—the person’s name and address.

Maximum penalty—40 penalty units.

(2) The single storer must sign the entry.

Maximum penalty—40 penalty units.

An institution is defined in appendix 9, the “Dictionary”, of the regulation as “a detention centre, hospital, nursing home or prison”. 
Particulars of advice sought in relation to compliance with sections 100 (c) and 107(c) of the regulation
Various nursing homes have sought advice in relation to what satisfies the intent of sections 100(c) and 107(c) of the regulation, relating to the requirement to record the name and address of the person from whom the controlled drug is obtained.

In particular, the advice sought relates to whether the following actions of the below scenario comply with the intent of these provisions:

Where a nursing home obtains controlled drugs from only one pharmacy is it considered to be in compliance with sections 100(c) and 107(c) of the regulation:

· by placing a sticker on the inside cover of the controlled drug register with the pharmacy’s name and address; and

· writing “received from pharmacy” in the relevant page of the controlled drug register?
Interpretation of sections 100(c) and 107(c) of the regulation
Sections 100(c) and 107(c) of the regulation require that the name and address of the person from whom the controlled drug is obtained must be recorded on the relevant page for each controlled drug obtained. 

Further, each controlled drug must be recorded on a separate page of the controlled drugs book, pursuant to section 106 of the regulation.

Therefore, is it considered that the actions identified in the above scenario do not comply with sections 100(c) and 107(c) of the regulation.

However, the use of an ink stamp of the pharmacy’s name and address to record this information for each relevant entry when a controlled drug is obtained is deemed to comply with these provisions.

If you have any enquiries about your obligations regarding the recording of controlled drugs obtained, or need further information about recording requirements, please contact your nearest Public Health Unit:
	Brisbane North - 
	PH: 3624 1111
	Brisbane South - 
	PH: 3000 9148
	Cairns - 
	PH: 4050 3600

	Redcliffe - 
	PH: 3142 1800
	Gold Coast - 
	PH: 5509 7222
	Townsville - 
	PH: 4753 9000

	Sunshine Coast -
	PH: 5409 6600
	Logan - 
	PH: 3412 2989
	Mt Isa -
	PH: 4744 9100

	Bundaberg -
	PH: 4150 2780
	Toowoomba - 
	PH: 4631 9888
	Mackay -
	PH: 4968 6611

	Rockhampton -
	PH: 4920 6989
	West Moreton - 
	PH: 3413 1200
	
	

	Longreach -
	PH: 4652 6000
	Hervey Bay - 
	PH: 4120 6000
	
	

	
	
	Charleville - 
	PH: 4656 8100
	
	


CJ Healey

Director

Drugs and Poisons Policy and Regulation Unit

Queensland Health
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