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Integrated 
Mental Health 
Services

Quantity Mental health acute inpatient episodes of care 22,500 
– 24,500

23,828 24,173

Mental health acute inpatient occupied bed days 220,000 
– 240,000

254,897 251,843

Mental health acute inpatient average length of 
stay

9.0 – 9.5 10.7 10.4

Mental health patients treated in the community 69,500 - 
72,500

73,231 73,005

Number of Youth Suicide Prevention Networks 
established in Queensland

105 105 105

Quality Services accredited under the National Health 
Standards for Mental Health Services

30 27 27

Output: Measure
2003-04 
Target 

2003-04 
Estimated 
Actuals 
(2004-05 
MPS)

2003-04 
Performance  
- for Annual 
Report

 - appointment of 24 early intervention suicide 
prevention officers across the State under the 
Queensland Government Suicide Prevention 
Strategy (2003–2008);

 - appointment of nine positions to develop, 
implement, and evaluate whole-of-district 
models of early intervention;

 - nine dual diagnosis (drug and alcohol and 
mental health) early intervention positions in 
five district health services; and 

 - establishment of a dual diagnosis integrated 
care demonstration project focused on people 
with both mental health and substance abuse 
problems.

Legislation

• Ongoing implementation and monitoring of 
compliance with the Mental Health Act 2000 
was undertaken to provide for the involuntary 
assessment, treatment and protection of persons 
with mental illness, while safeguarding their rights.

• Agreements were developed with NSW, Victoria 
and the ACT for the apprehension and return of 
patients subject to forensic provisions, and the 
transfer, cross-border admission and treatment 
of involuntary patients with a view to improving 
nationwide continuity of care.

For information on mental health strategic policy see 
Section 4, page 41

Improved mental health facilities

Capital projects completed in 2003-04 included 
construction of a new 64-bed Princess Alexandra 
Hospital Acute Mental Health Unit and 
redevelopment of the Nambour Hospital Acute Mental 
Health High Dependency Unit 

Our people

Public health services are provided by Queensland 
Health and non-government and community 
organisations funded by Queensland Health. Staff 
include:

Public Health Services

Public Health Services provide integrated 
responses and initiatives to protect health, 
prevent disease, illness and injury and to 
promote health and well-being for all of 
Queensland.  That includes services such as 
immunisation, breast and cervical cancer 
screening, health education and school-
based oral health.

Performance



page 32

• pubic health medical officers; 
• environmental health practitioners; 
• health promotion officers;
• public health nurses;  
• public health nutritionists;  
• epidemiologists;
• entomologists; 
• Indigenous public health officers;
• planning, policy and project officers;

• communication and marketing officers; and 
• allied health staff.

Providing care to clients 

Public health strategies benefit the entire population. 
Priority groups include Indigenous people, children 
and young people, women and people from non-
English speaking backgrounds, and rural and remote 
communities. 

Queensland Health works to achieve public health 
goals in partnership with local government, tertiary 
institutions, research institutes, other State and 
Commonwealth departments, non-government and 
community groups and the private sector.

Key achievements

Children and young people

• Child Injury Prevention Projects in Mackay and 
Mt Isa, in partnership with the Department of 
Emergency Services, continue to implement 
strategies to reduce unintentional childhood 
injuries.

• The Helping Friends Program which aims to 
develop peer support networks for young people 
around mental health promotion and alcohol, 
tobacco and other drugs, was implemented in 
14 high schools in north Queensland, supported 
by training. The program evaluated well and 
options for implementing it statewide are being 
developed.

• The National Meningococcal C Vaccination 
Program was rolled out in all secondary schools 
in Queensland in (calendar year) 2003.  Roll-
out in all primary schools and Year 8 began in 
(calendar year) 2004.

National health priority areas 

• With additional recurrent funding of $1 million 
a year, nine health promotion officers (physical 
activity), three additional community nutritionists 
and one additional public health nutritionist 
were employed to widen promotion of nutrition, 
physical activity and a healthy weight.

• The 10,000 Steps Project in Rockhampton was 
evaluated as an effective multi-strategy, multi-
sector approach to increasing levels of physical 
activity. As a result, an additional $150,000 has 
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birth quarter

fully vaccinated at 12-<15 months
first dose MMR at 24 - < 27 months
fully vaccinated at 24 - < 27 months
second dose MMR at 72 - < 75 months
fully vaccinated at 72 - < 75 months

The definition for M3 changed in this reporting period 
to no longer require a dose of DTPa at 18 months

Immunisation
Age-appropriate immunisation coverage rates, Queensland, 
January-March 1997 to January-March 2003

Source: Australian Childhood Immunisation Register (ACIR)
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Obesity
Prevalence of overweight and obesity in adults, 
Queensland, 1993 to 2004

Source: 1993 Regional Health Survey, 1998 Statewide Health Survey, 2001 
Omnibus Survey, and 2004 Omnibus Survey, Queensland Health
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