
Communique – Interim Pharmacy Roundtable (IPR) Meeting held 15 September 2020   

The Interim Pharmacy Roundtable (IPR) held its eighth meeting on 15 September 2020 via 
videoconference.     

The IPR noted that as a result of the ongoing pressure of the COVID-19 pandemic, delays were 
inevitable regarding delivery of the government’s response to a number of recommendations made 
by the Health, Communities, Disability Services and Domestic and Family Violence Prevention 
Committee (Committee) and the Queensland Audit Office.   

The IPR noted that, with the easing of pandemic related restrictions, Queensland Health were now in 
a position to recommence previously suspended work packages, and progress recommendations 6, 8, 
9, 10 and 11, with the recently released ‘Consultation Regulatory Impact Statement (RIS):  Proposed 
Regulatory Fees and Licensing Framework for Pharmacy Ownership in Queensland’. The Consultation 
RIS discusses whether to: 

• establish a new licensing framework to monitor, and where necessary, enforce compliance 
with the ownership requirements in the PBO Act; 

• prescribe licensing fees as part of the new licensing framework; 
• prescribe a fee to fund the Queensland Pharmacy Council (Council) as an advisory body to 

provide advice to the Deputy Premier, Minister for Health and Minister for Ambulance 
Services (the Deputy Premier) and Queensland Health about the administration and 
enforcement of compliance with the PBO Act, and to make recommendations to Queensland 
Health about the transfers of pharmacy businesses, as required; and 

• publish a register containing information about the ownership and location of pharmacy 
businesses. 

The IPR would like all stakeholders to know that Queensland Health is undertaking this assessment 
and public consultation on behalf of the Queensland Government.  Additionally, the Consultation RIS 
provides an overview of proposed options to address the committee’s recommendations and outlines 
some potential regulatory reform options for feedback. The IPR expressed that they were not 
consulted on the development of the Consultation RIS, as parliamentary processes are not a function 
of the IPR.  The IPR further wanted all stakeholders to know that the consultation period is open now 
and will close on the 6 November 2020.  The IPR encourage industry participation in the consultation 
process. 

Additionally, the IPR were provided with details regarding the re-commencement of the Community 
Pharmacy Compliance Survey’s.  The surveys have been redesigned as part of Covid-19 business continuity 
planning, whereby they will be undertaken via desktop assessment and will focus on raising awareness of 
the changes that are anticipated as a result of the new Medicines and Poisons Act 2019. 

The IPR were also provided with an update on the Covid-19 testing trial in pharmacies.  The trial aim is to 
increase testing capacity, provision of better access to consumers and to establish if this is a service that 
can be successfully provided by community pharmacies.   

The next IPR meeting is planned for 17 November 2020. 


