What is a separation?

Separation is the process by which an episode of care for an admitted patient is completed. A separation
may be formal or statistical. An episode of care may be completed because the patient’s treatment is
complete, the patient no longer requires care, has deceased, is transferred to another hospital/care
facility or the patient leaves the hospital against medical advice.

(Sources: Queensland Health Data Dictionary 2021, Identifier: QH 040017 and Queensland Hospital
Admitted Patient Data Collection (QHAPDC): Admission and Separation date/time).

A separation is also known as a ‘discharge’, is comprised of date and time values and is collected via
the Queensland Hospital Admitted Patient Data Collection (QHAPDC).
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- statistical separation: the administrative transferred to another facility.

process by which a hospital records the
completion of an episode of care for a patient
within the one hospital stay.

Data definitions and further information can be found in the

Admission and Separation date/time information sheet and the QHAPDC Manual.
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https://oascrasprod.health.qld.gov.au:8443/ords/f?p=144:ICD_RULE::F:NO:ICD_RULE,CIR,RIR:P25_ICD_ID,P25_EDITION:2478014,11
https://www.health.qld.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0021/1124517/Information-Sheet-Admission-and-Discharge-November-2021_final.pdf
https://www.health.qld.gov.au/hsu/collections/qhapdc
https://www.health.qld.gov.au/hsu

