
Drawing from bushfire-impacted waters - Fact sheet  

If you live in a bushfire-affected area and use water from creeks, rivers and dams around 
your home you should consider the following advice. 

Immediately after the bushfire 
For clean-up, agriculture and general garden use 
• If you observe any change to the usual quality of the water, such as change in colour, 

cloudiness, unpleasant smells, foaming, or an oily sheen on the water, do not use the 
water. 

For drinking, food preparation and personal hygiene 
• Water from creeks, rivers and dams should never be used for drinking or cooking without 

appropriate treatment. 
• Immediately after a bushfire, you should not rely on boiling to make water from creeks, 

rivers or dams safe to drink. Bushfires can cause debris and other contaminants (e.g. 
nutrients, metals and other chemicals) to enter creeks, rivers and dams. Boiling water 
will not remove these kinds of contaminants. 

• Immediately after a bushfire, you should not rely on a jug-filter to make water from 
creeks, rivers or dams safe to drink. To determine if other types of filtration units (e.g. 
those installed at the entry point to your house, or under your sink) would make the 
water safe, you should check with the manufacturer. 

• After a bushfire use water from an alternative source, such as rainwater, so long as that 
has not been impacted by the fire. If you are in any doubt, get treated town water 
tankered in. 

Immediately after the first rain event following a bushfire 
• If there is a heavy rain event within the first few weeks after a bushfire be aware that the 

loss of vegetation and the altered soil structure can make fire-affected soils erode more 
easily. Runoff can carry sediment and pollutants that may affect water quality. 

• If you observe any change to the usual quality of the water, such as change in colour, 
cloudiness, unpleasant smells, foaming, or an oily sheen on the water, do not use the 
water. 

Further information 
• For general information on managing your rural water supply please see the Queensland 

Health publication ‘Safe water on rural properties’ 
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https://www.health.qld.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0025/444616/safe-water-rural-
properties.pdf 

• Contact 13 QGOV (13 74 68) for your nearest public health unit. 
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