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Public patients access state-of-the-art surgery in local private hospital  

St Andrew’s Hospital Toowoomba and the Toowoomba Hospital have formed a partnership to 
deliver the highest quality ear, nose and throat surgery in South East Queensland.   
 
This agreement, the first of its kind in Queensland, enabled St Andrew’s Hospital to perform 
state of the art surgery for a public patient with throat cancer using its latest robotic assisted 
surgery. 
 
Robotic surgery is a surgical alternative to conventional open and laparoscopic procedures 
delivering many benefits to patients, including a reduced risk of infection and improved recovery 
time. 
 
St Andrew’s ENT surgeons Dr Suresh Mahendran and Dr Roger Grigg led the team who 
operated on 72-year-old Toowoomba Hospital patient, Mr Mervyn Pennell, two weeks ago.  
 
A visiting surgeon from the Royal Adelaide Hospital Dr Suren Krishnan who has performed 
many such robotic procedures in the past attended the surgery to assist the surgeons to 
perform this complex operation.  
 
Mr Pennell presented to the Toowoomba Hospital with a large left neck tumour in a space 
very difficult to access surgically that resides between the tonsil, the jaw and the skull base 
bone that separates the brain from the throat. This space known as the parapharyngeal 
space was traditionally accessed either by a large neck incision with the surgeon working 
blind to release the tumour from its upper reaches or through the mouth requiring the jaw to 
be split.  
 
Surgery to remove tumours located near the throat and tongue are challenging, as the 
surgeon's view of the area surrounding the tumour is difficult.  
 
This area has many blood vessels and nerves injury to which could result in severe uncontrolled 
bleeding, functional deficit or both.  
 
Traditional open surgery is beset with complications such as disfigurement and difficulty 
speaking and swallowing, all of which are significantly reduced with robotic assisted surgery. 
 
“The benefits to patients requiring ENT surgery using robotic assisted surgery are that they can 
expect a shorter hospital stay, faster return to normal daily activities, reduced risk of infection 
and a less painful recovery,” Dr Mahendran said.   
 



 

“The advantages of this innovative technology for patients in our region cannot be 
underestimated and revolutionises the surgical treatment of throat conditions.” 
 
 “At St Andrew’s we have made significant investments in medical care and theatre equipment,” 
St Andrew’s Hospital Chief Executive Officer Mr Ray Fairweather said.  
 
“Toowoomba and the Darling Downs patients deserve the best care available in a timely 
manner.  
 
 “We have welcomed the opportunity to partner with the public system, and deliver the benefits 
of our investment in technology to all patients concerned,” Mr Fairweather said. 
 
Toowoomba Hospital General Manager Dr Peter Gillies said the partnership with St Andrew’s 
Hospital would benefit patients on a number of levels.  
 
“This arrangement not only enables patients to access modern surgical practices but it also 
increases the skills of our clinicians working at the Toowoomba Hospital,” Dr Gillies said.  
 
“The experience our doctors receive from performing these complex procedures will lead to 
better outcomes for other patients in the future.”  
 
Mr Pennell’s wife Lynette said she could not speak more highly of the two hospitals involved. 
 
“They’ve been so good to him,” she said. 
 
“I don’t think he would have gotten better treatment anywhere else.” 
 
Mr Pennell was discharged from Toowoomba Hospital on Tuesday 2 December and is 
recovering well at home.   
 
Ends 
 
Photo caption 1 (from left): Dr Roger Grigg, nurse Val Bursey, Dr Suren Krishnan, and Dr 
Suresh Mahendran prepare for the surgery at St Andrews. 
 
Photo caption 2 (from left):  Mervyn Pennell and Dr Suresh Mahendran at the Toowoomba 
Hospital after the surgery has been completed. 
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