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Information for health practitioners

Medicines can be a helpful part of treatment, but sometimes medicines can be harmful or even fatal. 
That’s why Queensland Health has introduced QScript. 

QScript is Queensland’s read-only real-time prescription monitoring system which allows you to 
review a patient’s monitored medicine prescription history at the point of care. 

Every 2 minutes 1 Australian 
is hospitalised because of 
prescription medicines

Upon commencement of the Medicines and Poisons Act 2019 
(the MP Act), you will need to check QScript when prescribing or 
dispensing any monitored medicine. It is anticipated that QScript 
will be available in 2021.

2021

Who can access QScript?

Those who are authorised to prescribe or 
dispense a monitored medicine and access 
QScript include: 

• Medical practitioners 
• Pharmacists
• Nurse practitioners 
• Endorsed midwives 
• Dentists 
• Podiatric surgeons 
• Endorsed podiatrists

What medicines are captured by QScript?

QScript captures a comprehensive list of medicines 
that have a recognised therapeutic use but may also 
present a high risk of physical, mental and social 
harms. The MP Act refers to these medicines as 
‘monitored medicines’ which includes:

• All schedule 8 medicines (e.g. opioids, alprazolam, 
nabiximols, dexamphetamine)

• The following schedule 4 medicines: 

* all benzodiazepines
* codeine
* gabapentin
* pregabalin

* quetiapine
* tramadol
* zolpidem
* zopiclone
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Supports your clinical decision-making by:

• providing easily accessible real-time prescription information at the point of care; and
• prompting you with alerts and notifications which identify potentially high-risk 

scenarios.

The clinical decision is yours! 

• QScript provides comprehensive monitored medicines prescription 
histories to complement your clinical expertise. 

• When you believe it is clinically necessary to prescribe or dispense a 
monitored medicine for a patient, the principles of the quality use of 
medicines remain. 

Fits within your everyday practice by either:

• integrating with compatible prescribing and dispensing software; or
• being accessible via a web-portal. 

Encourages medication safety by:

• promoting early identification of of monitored medicine-related risks; and
• providing transparent and accurate prescription information.

Supports collaborative care by:

• promoting conversations between patients and healthcare practitioners; and
• delivering the same prescription information to relevant members of a patient’s 

healthcare team and across transitions of care.

Improves efficiency and reduces red tape by:

• reducing requirements to seek prescribing approvals; and 
• ceasing the requirement for pharmacists to manually send S8 prescriptions to the 

Monitored Medicines Unit.


