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SUBJECT: Announcement of name of the new children’s hospital 

Event 
Announcement of the name of the new children’s hospital at 10.30am, Sunday, 
15 December 2013 

 Your role at this event is to give an address to event guests, following the announcement 
of the hospital name by the Premier. 

Blueprint 
How does this align with the Blueprint for Better Healthcare in Queensland?

 Aligns with better care for Queensland kids 

Background 
The Health Infrastructure Branch is responsible for the delivery of the new children’s 
hospital to Children’s Health Queensland Hospital and Health Service in late 2014.

 The hospital is on track to open its doors in late 2014. It will merge the staff and services 
of the Royal Children’s Hospital and Mater Children’s Hospital in one purpose-built and 
family-friendly facility. 

 In the absence of an official name for the hospital, the building has been known as the 
Queensland Children’s Hospital. 

 Following the announcement of the name of the hospital by the Premier on 
15 December 2013, the hospital will be officially named the Lady Cilento Children’s 
Hospital in honour of the late Dr Phyllis Cilento, a Queensland-based paediatrician, 
journalist and advocate of children’s and women’s health.

 Prior to the official function to reveal the name of the hospital, the Premier and Minister 
for Health will take a brief tour of the new children’s hospital. 

 The unveiling of the hospital name will occur in the refurbished Old Bank of New South 
Wales building (corner of Stanley and Vulture streets), which will be the future home of 
the hospital’s charitable Foundation (Children’s Hospital Foundation).

 The new hospital will be the centre of a network of care for children from all over the 
state, supporting and strengthening paediatric services in Queensland 

Financial 
The new children’s hospital is the centrepiece of a $1.5 billion program of works to 
improve children’s health in Queensland. 
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Talking points 
 The last time I was here was in March when we celebrated the completion of the 

building’s external structure, and even from the outside I can see how much more work 
has been done since then. I’m sure they are well on track for their official opening next 
year, which will be an exciting occasion indeed. 

This new children’s hospital is a remarkable milestone in the delivery of children’s health 
services in this State.  

Brisbane’s first Hospital for Sick Children was opened in 1878, and established “for the 
purpose of affording relief to such children as the Committee shall deem fit subjects for 
in-door and out-door relief”.

 In 1931 there was the addition of the Mater Children’s Hospital, and in 1967 the Royal 
Children’s Hospital announced its new name. 

 Fast forward to 2014, and Brisbane will have the largest and most advanced children’s 
hospital in the country. 

 The Children’s Health Queensland Hospital and Health Board is responsible for 
delivering and managing this vitally important service, which is Queensland’s only 
statewide Hospital and Health Service. 

 It provides general paediatric health services to children and young people in Brisbane, 
as well as tertiary paediatric services to the entire state and parts of Northern New South 
Wales. 

 Despite this huge responsibility, the Board and clinicians have made many remarkable 
achievements in the last 18 months.  

 Namely, 87.6% of patients left the Royal Children’s Hospital’s Emergency Department 
within four hours of their arrival – which is 10.6 percentage points higher than the 
nationally set benchmark. 

Children’s Health has also achieved 98.4% of patients receiving their surgery within the 
clinically recommended time, with zero long-wait patients exceeding the recommended 
timeframes for surgery.  

What is exciting to think about is how much Children’s Health Queensland will be able to 
achieve, when the culture, capability and expertise of both the Royal Children’s and 
Mater Children’s hospital are combined.

 Two internationally recognised institutions seeing 15-20,000 patients each year and more 
than 100,000 in the outpatients department, will surely achieve great things, particularly 
with the ongoing kindness of the community and the work of the children’s hospital 
foundation. 

 This new hospital and its supporting statewide network will improve the delivery of 
children’s health services across Queensland, signalling a new era for children’s health 
care. 

Attachments
Attachment – Mind Map (provided by MCM) 
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Dear David and Eileen (Dr David Cilento and his wife Eileen) and ? family 

It has been almost six months since we met at the announcement of the name of the 
new children’s hospital in honour of Lady Cilento. A lot has happened on the hospital 
site since then and, as promised, I thought it timely to write to you with an update of 
how work is progressing both on site and in the planning for the opening of the Lady 
Cilento Children’s Hospital later this year.

This weekend (30 May to June 2) will see installation of the name Lady Cilento 
Children’s Hospital on the east and west facades of the very top of the building. The 
name will be clearly visible in the South Brisbane skyline and marks another 
milestone for the project. 

It is also expected that in the coming days new perimeter signage will be installed on 
temporary fencing around the site displaying a fresh namestyle and a supporting 
‘paperchain’ graphic. This new look for the name of the hospital is a precursor to the 
launch of a new brand for the hospital and Children’s Health Queensland Hospital 
and Health Service, which will take place in the coming months. 

From a construction perspective, internal fit-out of all 12 levels of the hospital is well 
under way. Lower levels of the building are now undergoing inspection, cleaning and 
being locked down  - this will progress quickly as we move towards practical 
completion – when the building is handed over to Queensland Health from Lend 
Lease.  

Work continues on the plaza in Graham St – will be complete early June – a total of 
six mature fig trees have now been installed - two in the hospital forecourt and four in 
the plaza adjacent to Somerville House’s Chambers building.

Gifting of land to RMH – mid-June 

Planting of gardens – 60,000 plants almost all planted, outdoor spaces taking shape, 
building looking more and more green 

Artwork – during June another major piece of artwork will be installed in Branch C 
and Indigenous artwork in three spots – two in Raymond Terrace and one in the 
Meeting Place  

Not sure about what the family were offered – but we will could invite them to the 
staff open day on Oct 5 or public open day Oct 12.  

RTI R
ELE

ASE

DOH RTI 4752

8 of 11DOH-DL 18/19-026



s.73
s.73

s.73

RTI R
ELE

ASE

DOH RTI 4752

9 of 11DOH-DL 18/19-026



s.73

RTI R
ELE

ASE

DOH RTI 4752

10 of 11DOH-DL 18/19-026



RTI R
ELE

ASE

DOH RTI 4752

11 of 11DOH-DL 18/19-026




