
From: Jeannette Young
To: Kate Coehn
Subject: Re: Relocation of 11 NRL teams to Queensland
Date: Monday, 12 July 2021 7:56:43 AM

Perfect thank you Kate

Get Outlook for iOS

From: Kate Coehn @health.qld.gov.au>
Sent: Monday, July 12, 2021 7:53:58 AM
To: Jeannette Young @health.qld.gov.au>
Subject: RE: Relocation of 11 NRL teams to Queensland
Hi Jeannette
Today we should have finalised reviewing the NRL highest level of protocols to be sent to you for
approval. They are already operating under these in other states.
In addition, I will attend the meeting DG Lee has set up and just wanted your opinion on the
requirement for a quarantine management plan for the 11 NSW teams relocating to QLD. Given
they have all been and live in the COVID hotspots in NSW (excl NZ Warriers but unclear where
they have been based) I was proposing that in addition to the protocols mentioned above they
should be under 14 days quarantine style arrangements in the hotels they are using with the
appropriate security etc with exemptions to train and play matches. Once the 14 days is up they
can continue then to operate under the NRL protocols as long as they don’t leave QLD
Is this in line with your thinking?
Thanks
Kate

From: Jeannette Young @health.qld.gov.au> 
Sent: Sunday, 11 July 2021 5:24 PM
To: LEE John @dtis.qld.gov.au>; Steve Gollschewski

@police.qld.gov.au>
Cc: Kate Coehn @health.qld.gov.au>; SLY Andrew @dtis.qld.gov.au>;
ANDERSON Chad @dtis.qld.gov.au>; EFFENDY Vonny

@dtis.qld.gov.au>; Ben Marczyk @ministerial.qld.gov.au>; John
Persley @ministerial.qld.gov.au>; Jim Murphy @ministerial.qld.gov.au>
Subject: Re: Relocation of 11 NRL teams to Queensland
Happy to meet with you John. My diary currently has a 730am briefing on Covid with the
Minister and others, followed by an 830am precabinet briefing with the minister, then a 9am
briefing with the Premier that may or may not be followed by media depending on what is
happening
It might be best to speak to Kate Coehn who I know has been working on a plan for the NRL and
also one for the AFL. She is across both. I don’t see that there are any problems but of course I
am happy to work through any issues that may be of concern.
There may be a bit of time before the 830 am meeting but we will probably go straight from one
meeting into the next.
Get Outlook for iOS

From: LEE John < @dtis.qld.gov.au>
Sent: Sunday, July 11, 2021 4:47:30 PM
To: Jeannette Young < @health.qld.gov.au>; Steve Gollschewski

@police.qld.gov.au>
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In addition, I will attend the meeting DG Lee has set up and just wanted your opinion on the
requirement for a quarantine management plan for the 11 NSW teams relocating to QLD. Given
they have all been and live in the COVID hotspots in NSW (excl NZ Warriers but unclear where
they have been based) I was proposing that in addition to the protocols mentioned above they
should be under 14 days quarantine style arrangements in the hotels they are using with the
appropriate security etc with exemptions to train and play matches. Once the 14 days is up they
can continue then to operate under the NRL protocols as long as they don’t leave QLD

@health.qld.gov.au> 
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Cc: Kate Coehn < @health.qld.gov.au>; SLY Andrew < @dtis.qld.gov.au>;
ANDERSON Chad < @dtis.qld.gov.au>; EFFENDY Vonny
< @dtis.qld.gov.au>; Ben Marczyk < @ministerial.qld.gov.au>; John
Persley < @ministerial.qld.gov.au>; Jim Murphy @ministerial.qld.gov.au>
Subject: Relocation of 11 NRL teams to Queensland

This email originated from outside Queensland Health. DO NOT click on any links or open
attachments unless you recognise the sender and know the content is safe.

Dr Young and Deputy Commissioner,
With the evolving situation in NSW, we have been approached this afternoon by the NRL seeking
advice on relocating all 11 NSW based NRL teams (including the NZ Warriors) to QLD for the
foreseeable future of the competition.
At a very high level, the NRL is proposing to establish three exclusive use quarantine hotels in
South East Queensland to transition the 11 NSW based teams and referees into QLD. The NRL
proposes to exclusively use each of the Novotel Surfers Paradise, Mercure Gold Coast and
Novotel Twin Waters that were used by the NRL during the height of the lockdown last year. The
NRL proposes to also establish three exclusive use training facilities for the quarantining teams to
utilise for training during the quarantine period.
As always, an approved security and health overlay would be required as would charter flights
and testing regimes etc that could all be worked through similar to the protocols in place last
year.
I note that the NRL has been operating under increased protocols for a number of weeks.
There is likely to be some media on this later tonight or early tomorrow morning once the NRL
convenes a meeting with the NSW based teams tonight at 6pm.
Is it possible for us all to catch-up prior to your meeting with the Premier at 9am tomorrow
morning or otherwise before your 10am stand up for us to brief you and to seek your guidance
and advice on how we might be able to make this work and what will need to be worked through
with your teams?
My office will arrange a meeting invite with all of us including Mark Cridland if you could let me
know your availability. Potentially for 8.20am?
Regards
John
Sent from my iPad
------------------------------
The information in this email together with any attachments is intended only for the person or
entity to which it is addressed and may contain confidential and/or privileged material. There is
no waiver of any confidentiality/privilege by your inadvertent receipt of this material. 
Any form of review, disclosure, modification, distribution and/or publication of this email
message is prohibited, unless as a necessary part of Departmental business.
If you have received this message in error, you are asked to inform the sender as quickly as
possible and delete this message and any copies of this message from your computer and/or
your computer system network.
------------------------------
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advice on relocating all 11 NSW based NRL teams (including the NZ Warriors) to QLD for the
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My office will arrange a meeting invite with all of us including Mark Cridland if you could let me
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Sent from my iPad
------------------------------
The information in this email together with any attachments is intended only for the person or
entity to which it is addressed and may contain confidential and/or privileged material. There is
no waiver of any confidentiality/privilege by your inadvertent receipt of this material. 
Any form of review, disclosure, modification, distribution and/or publication of this email
message is prohibited, unless as a necessary part of Departmental business.
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From: Gollschewski.StephanW[STHQLD]
To: Jaymes Boland-Rudder; ANDERSON Chad; Kate Coehn; Jeannette Young; LEE John
Subject: RE: Thank you
Date: Monday, 12 July 2021 12:20:50 PM
Attachments: image001.jpg

image003.jpg

Thank you Jaymes.
Regards,
Steve Gollschewski APM
Deputy Commissioner, Southern Queensland
State Disaster Coordinator
Wk: (07)  | M:

Queensland Police Service
__________________________________________

From: Jaymes Boland-Rudder @nrl.com.au> 
Sent: Monday, 12 July 2021 11:37
To: ANDERSON Chad @dtis.qld.gov.au>; Kate Coehn

@health.qld.gov.au>; Jeannette Young @health.qld.gov.au>; LEE
John @dtis.qld.gov.au>; Gollschewski.StephanW[STHQLD]

@police.qld.gov.au>
Subject: Thank you
Hi Dr Young, Deputy Commissioner, John, Kate and Chad
Thank you for your time this morning
Confirming we are working on:

1. Movement of all NSW and ACT based teams (12 in total) to Queensland on private charter
flights on Wednesday

2. Teams will be based across Novotel Twin Waters, Novotel Southbank and Mercure Gold
Coast

3. We need to have a Quarantine Management Plan for each hotel facility we are using – we
will submit these ASAP

4. We will engage 24/7 private security services at each facility
5. Any movements from hotels to training and playing must be on an Endorsed Transport

Provider.
6. Training facilities must be exclusive use. Queensland Academy of Sport has a new high

performance gym that we could utilise if needed.
7. Match venues must have a clear “clean zone” and “dirty zone” with measures to confine

quarantining groups to the clean zones
8. Matches can have crowds
9. We must Test on Day 2, Day 14 and Day 16.

Thank you also for the advice in relation to families. We will plan based on the following:
1. Families should quarantine separately from players/staff and can then be reunited after 2

weeks (similar to what the AFL did)
2. NRL should look at securing an additional hotel/s for the family members to utilise as a

quarantine facility
3. NRL would need to provide additional support services for families whilst in the 2 weeks of

quarantines
4. We will work with teams to finalise plans for movement of families based on the above

We will keep working with Chad and Kate to put the above into action
JBR

Jaymes Boland-Rudder
Head of Partnerships

@health.qld.gov.au>; LEE
John @dtis.qld.gov.au>; Gollschewski.StephanW[STHQLD]
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Queensland Health C-ECTF-21/10742

QUEENSLAND CHIEF HEALTH OFFICER AND
DEPUTY DIRECTOR-GENERAL BRIEFING NOTE

COVID-19 Compliance

SUBJECT: National Rugby League Apollo Player & Club and Match-Day Protocols 2021 Level 4

Approved

Not approved

Noted

Signed (correspondence)

Further information required 
(see comments)

Signature Date .. .. ..

Dr Jeannette Young PSM, 

Chief Health Officer

Comments:

ACTION REQUIRED BY COB Tuesday 13 July 2021 to support the application to 
relocate the remainder of the 2021 season to be played at stadia across Queensland, commencing with 
Round 18 fixtures, Friday 16 July 2021 at Cbus Super Stadium, Gold Coast. 

RECOMMENDATION It is recommended the Chief Health Officer:
Approve the National Rugby League Apollo Player & Club and Match-Day Protocols 2021 Level 4
(Attachments 1 and 2).
Sign the attached approval letter (Attachment 3), addressed to Mr Jaymes Boland-Rudder, Head of 
Partnerships, National Rugby League Ltd.

ISSUES 
1. On 5 February 2021 the Chief Health Officer approved the National Rugby League Ltd (NRL) Professional 

Sporting Code COVID Safe Plan for the NRL Apollo games to proceed from 20 February 2021.
2. The Approved Professional Sporting Code COVID Safe Plan includes Levels 1, 2 and 3 Protocols, each 

level constituting escalating public health measures to be implemented by the NRL in response to 
situations of escalating public health risk.

3. The current submission Apollo Player & Club and Match-Day Protocols 2021 Level 4 (Protocols) 
constitute tighter public health controls for implementing in situations of further escalating public health 
risk, such as community transmission of COVID-19.

4. The NRL monitors public health risks associated with COVID-19 and proposes to be able to move 
between Protocol levels independently and pre-emptively, as deemed appropriate to mitigate any risk that 
disease transmission might interrupt the NRL season.

5. The NRL has been operating under Level 4 Protocols in force for all teams, as approved by other
Australian jurisdictions, since midnight on Monday 28 June 2021.

6. The Protocols have been assessed and determined to provide public health controls to reduce the risk of 
transmission of COVID-19 between the NRL and the Queensland community.

7. The following conditions are also recommended:
7.1. NRL must notify COVID-19 Compliance via email at @health.qld.gov.au which 

Protocol Level NRL clubs are operating under, within two business days of this Approval.
7.2. NRL must notify COVID-19 Compliance, within one business day of any decision to change the 

Protocol Level NRL clubs are operating under.
7.3. The Cleaning Protocols state that high contact items and high touch point areas must be cleaned 

every 3 hours, amend to state that high contact items and high touch point areas must be cleaned 
every 1-2 hours.

7.4. Additional requirements are outlined in the approval letter.
7.5. The Protocols must not be amended without the prior approval by the Chief Health Officer. Any 

amendments to the Protocols should be because of significant change within the community whereby 
the Protocols must be updated to ensure the continued safety of the players, staff and officials and 
the Queensland community. All amendments must be clearly highlighted in the Protocols, include a 
summary of the changes in a covering email and allow for at least 21 business day assessment time 
frame. 

7.6. Where inconsistencies exist between the Protocols and the Chief Health Officer approved conditions, 
the Chief Health Officer approved conditions take precedence. 

BACKGROUND 
8. The Restrictions on Businesses, Activities and Undertakings Direction (No. 21) (the Direction) was 

published on 28 June 2021 and effective from 6am AEST 28 June 2021.
9. The Direction states that professional sporting codes, elite sport, and elite athletes must operate in 

compliance with an Approved COVID Safe Professional Sporting Code Plan. 
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stadia across Queenslandstadia across Queensland,, commencingcommencing
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Queensland Health C-ECTF-21/10742

QUEENSLAND CHIEF HEALTH OFFICER AND
DEPUTY DIRECTOR-GENERAL BRIEFING NOTE

COVID-19 Compliance

RESULTS OF CONSULTATION
10. The Department of Tourism, Innovation and Sport has coordinated engagement with the National Rugby 

League on behalf of the Queensland Government

RESOURCE/FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS
11. There are no resources implications associated with this brief.

SENSITIVITIES/RISKS
12. The continuation of professional sports is an agreed whole-of-

recovery from the social and economic impacts of COVID-19.

ATTACHMENTS
13. Attachment 1. Apollo Player Club Protocol Level 4 Release 2.0 (2021)

Attachment 2. Apollo Match-Day Protocol Level 4 Release 1.0 (2021)
Attachment 3. Approval Letter

Author
Name: Andrea Henning Cruickshank
Position: Senior Public Health Officer
Unit: COVID-19 Compliance Team
Tel No: 
Date Drafted: 13/07/2021

Cleared by (Dir/Snr Dir)
Name Chris Wold
Position: Team Leader
Unit: COVID-19 Compliance Team
Tel No: 
Date Cleared: 13/07/2021
*Note clearance contact is also key contact 
for brief queries*

Content verified by (Exec Dir)
Name: Kate Coehn
Position: Executive Director
Branch: COVID-19 Compliance Team
Tel No: 
Date Verified: 13/07/2021

contact is also key contact contact is also key contact 

Content verified by (Content verified by (EExecxec DDirir))
Name: Name: Kate CoehnKate Coehn
Position:Position: Executive DirectorExecutive Director
BranchBranch: COVIDCOVID-19 Compliance Team19 Compliance Team
Tel No: Tel No: 
Date Verified: Date Verified: 1313//00
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