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Message from the Intellectual Property Officer 

Welcome to the fifth edition of the Intellectual Property (IP) newsletter. From the first edition back in 
December 2009 (PDF), the aim of the newsletter remains that of keeping Queensland Health (QH) 
employees informed about current IP issues while also showcasing some examples of the great work 
being done in IP within QH.  

This 2010 summer edition includes information for QH employees who:  

 are interested in obtaining venture capital funding for research 

 develop copyright materials and want to be sure that they have complied with their obligations 
to attach an approved QH copyright notice  

 who are based in the Gold Coast Health Service District and want to receive helpful advice re 
IP and commercialisation.  

If you would like to add a news item to a future edition, please contact the IP Officer by e-mail. 

National health reform: IP management in QH 

The Office of Health and Medical Research is providing advice regarding the retention and devolution 
of functions relating to ‘research’ including the management of QH IP as part of the health reform 
program, A National Health and Hospitals Network for Australia’s future – Delivering Better Health 
and Better Hospitals. 

The Office of Health and Medical Research will provide more updates as further information becomes 
available. 
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Queensland Health news 

Research funding now available from the Medical 
Research Commercialisation Fund 

QH and the Medical Research Commercialisation Fund Pty Ltd 
(MRCF) have signed an agreement enabling QH employees to 
apply for early stage venture capital funding for medical 
research.  

The MRCF is a $30 million investment fund founded through collaboration between Australia’s 
leading medical research institutes and superannuation funds, with support from the state 
governments of Victoria, New South Wales, Western Australia and Queensland.  

Under the agreement, QH is obligated to provide the MRCF with a first right of review of commercial 
opportunities including inventions, therapies, diagnostics, medical devices and other IP, where QH 
has decided to seek investment financing from external financial or venture capital investors.  

Benefits to QH employee researchers include:  

 access to expertise to identify commercial opportunities 

 patentability of inventions and suitable commercial partners 

 through to the provision of funding up to $2 million for proof-of-concept studies all aimed at 
creating and delivering improved patient outcomes.  

Applications for funding can be made by completing a ‘Preliminary Investment Proposal’ (PIP) 
application form available from the IP Officer (via the contact details below) or by contacting Dr Chris 
Nave, Principal Executive, MRCF on (03) 9657 0700. For more information visit the MRCF website.  

The Office of Health and Medical Research is seeking expressions of interest from QH research 
managers to take the role of QH’s representative for the MRCF process. Duties would involve:  

 overseeing submission of PIP’s and investment proposals 

 liaising with the MRCF Investment Manager to achieve the objectives of the MRCF agreement  

 attend meetings of the Investment Review Committee, in the capacity of observer when PIP’s 
from QH are to be considered.  

Expressions of interest should be forwarded to the IP Officer.  

Gold Coast Health Service District engages external IP service provider  

The Gold Coast Health Service District (GCHSD) is engaging The Australian Institute for 
Commercialisation (AIC) for the purposes of identifying, protecting, and where appropriate, 
commercialising IP opportunities developed within the GCHSD.  

The AIC will also provide an IP awareness and skills development program tailored to the needs of 
GCHSD employees.  

GCHSD employees can contact Mr Mitch McGuire, AIC, via e-mail mitch.mcguire@ausicom.com or 
by phoning 0411 739 296. 

Queensland Health’s 27th trade mark application filed 

The QH Health Statistics Centre, Performance and Accountability Division, is the latest QH unit to 
apply for a trade mark for their Metadata and Standards for Information Assets or ‘MaSIA’ software 
project. MaSIA joins the following three examples of the 27 trade marks that have been either 
registered or applied for by QH:  

 
thinknursing website 

 
10,000 Steps website 
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QH units develop IP in the form of trade marks when an original and distinctive name or logo is 
created for a QH public health initiative or internal process. The purpose of a trade mark is to 
differentiate the products or services of one trader from another in order to create a competitive 
advantage. While predominantly used in the private sector, trade marks also have a use in the public 
sector. Some points in favour of using trade marks for QH projects include: 

 reducing the risk of QH infringing existing trade marks by using a name or logo that is an 
existing trade mark used by others 

 enabling QH to gain exclusive use over a name or image that will be used widely by QH and 
therefore will become closely related to QH’s public identity 

 where QH would want to protect this identity and integrity by restricting others from using the 
same or a similar name or image to provide similar services 

 gives QH the opportunity to ‘package’ other components of a project (e.g. copyright materials), 
in order to provide the package to others. 

The cost of a trade mark in Australia is approximately $500. For further information or to apply for a 
trade mark, contact the IP Officer.  

QH units start implementing the new GILF system of copyright notices  

QH invests substantial amounts of money 
in the development of health promotion 
programs. Often the main deliverables
produced from the funding will be in the
form of written materials, training 

courses, advertising campaigns and assessment tools etc. These deliverables are all examples of 
intellectual property in the form of c

 
 

opyright.  

In April 2010, the Queensland Government adopted the Government Information Licensing 
Framework (GILF), requiring Queensland Government departments to select from one of seven GILF 
copyright notice and licence options to copyright materials where it is reasonable to do so.  

The advantages to QH units of attaching one of the seven GILF copyright notice and licence options 
include:  

 enables the QH unit to decide how it wishes external organisations or individuals to be able to 
legally use or re-use the QH materials 

 enables the external organisations/individuals to more readily understand how they can use or 
re-use that material in a way legally authorised by QH under the licence it has decided to apply 

 enables the QH unit to more closely manage how the copyright material is used/adapted 
outside of QH.  

Associate Professor Rebecca Kimble, Chair of the Statewide Maternity and Neonatal Clinical 
Guidelines Program and the Program Team, decided to use the attribution, non-commercial, no 
derivative (BY-NC-ND) GILF copyright licence. Rebecca advised that:  

"After looking at the various GILF copyright licence options we decided on the BY-NC-ND licence 
because it addresses our four main areas of concern: 

 it allows others to ‘freely copy and use our work’ which we absolutely support 

 it includes ‘in its current form’ which we think is important to preserve the integrity and meaning 
of the guidelines content; 

 it provides for the Program to be ‘acknowledged as the authors’  

 allows us to retain control over commercial possibilities that might arise in the future.”  

An example of the correctly used GILF copyright notice and licence as applied by the Statewide 
Maternity and Neonatal Clinical Guidelines Program can be viewed on page two, of one of their 
clinical guidelines PDF. 

To read more on the available GILF copyright notices and licence options, see section 4.1 of the 
document titled Ownership and Protection of Intellectual Property created by QH employees and 
others available on the QH IP website.  
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QH copyright materials in demand from external organisations  

While the GILF system of copyright notices and licences enables QH units to make QH copyright 
materials freely available to external users to adapt and share alike, GILF also enables QH units to 
place restrictions as to whether the QH materials can be adapted or whether they can be used for 
commercial purposes.  

Where a QH unit decides to use a restrictive GILF notice, requests from external organisations can 
be assessed by the QH unit, and permission given on terms suitable for the QH unit. These terms 
including a fee, can be incorporated into a Copyright Licence Agreement between QH and the 
external organisation. 

Recent examples of QH copyright materials that have been provided to external organisations under 
terms in a Copyright Licence Agreement include:  

 the Informed Consent program within the Patient Safety and Quality Improvement Service, 
Centre for Healthcare Improvement Division has licensed QH’s Informed Consent forms to the 
Mater Hospitals Central Queensland branch for use in their hospitals and aged care facilities 

 the Clinical Skills Development Service, Centre for Healthcare Improvement Division has 
licensed a Maternity Crisis Training Course QH to K2 Medical Systems Pty Ltd.  

In the next edition of the IP Newsletter we aim to provide an update on negotiations currently 
underway on additional external uses of QH copyright material including:  

 interest shown by an international government in licensing QH’s copyright in hospital building 
plans for the purposes of constructing five similar designed hospitals internationally 

 the licensing of software specifications to another Australian State/Territory Government.  

New streamlined arrangements for the licensing of QH 
training materials 

QH units that develop training materials (in which QH will own 
copyright) can now make their training materials available for licensing 
by external users via an on-line “shopping basket” style website 
developed by the Queensland Department of Education and Training’s 
Centre for Training Materials.  

The benefits to QH units include:  

 saving time and cost in administering requests from external users who want to access and/or 
adapt QH training materials 

 the receipt of fees from external users for use within the QH 
unit.  

The Healthcare Culture and Leadership Service within the Centre for 
Healthcare Improvement Division is able to assist QH Units with the 
process of placing the QH training materials on the website. Contact 
Paul Stafford, Director, Leadership Unit, Healthcare Culture and 
Leadership Service on 3636 2047.  

General news 

Queensland Government to sign new agreement with Copyright Agency 
Limited 

The Queensland Government will shortly sign an agreement with the copyright collecting society 
Copyright Agency Limited (CAL), that will enable QH employees to place copyright material owned by 
third parties on a QH intranet site for the purpose of communicating the material to QH employees, 
without the need to obtain the prior permission or to notify the copyright owner.  

Importantly, the new agreement does not extend to the placing of copyright material owned by others 
on a QH internet site. QH units that wish to place substantial amounts of copyright material owned by 
others on a QH internet site should continue with the current practice of obtaining the permission of 
the copyright owner prior to doing so.  
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The Australian Government amends its ‘Statement of IP Principles’ 

The Australian Government’s Statement of IP Principles was amended on 1 October 2010 to 
incorporate policy changes relating to:  

� the ownership of copyright in software procured by the Federal Government from private sector 
contractors  

� the use of copyright notices based on Creative Commons or other open source principles.  

Both amendments recognise that a greater accessibility to copyright materials developed by or for 
Government, can achieve the Government’s broad economic, social and environmental objectives 
more readily than the previous focus of ownership and control of copyright by Government.  

The amended IP Principles for Australian Government agencies are available online.

Short stories from the wide world of intellectual property 

� Mars (the owner of Whiskas pet food) has successfully appealed an opposition bought by rival 
firm Nestle, against Mars’ application for a trade mark over the colour ‘Whiskas Purple’.  

� Three counterfeiters of Ugg Boots have been jailed for deliberately contravening orders of the 
Federal Court of Australia to stop producing the woollen boots. The court cases arose due to 
the infringement of the trade mark ‘Ugg Australia’.  

� In a claim instituted by major record companies, peer to peer file sharing software LimeWire 
has been found liable for inducing copyright infringement in the USA.  

http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.5/au/ 
© State of Queensland (Queensland Health) 2010 

Contact the Office of Health and Medical Research 

To add a news item to a future edition, contact the Intellectual Property Officer by e-mail 
ip_officer@health.qld.gov.au. OHMR is keen to hear about your unit's copyright materials, patents or 
trade marks and how management of Queensland Health intellectual property has assisted in the 
dissemination of information for better health outcomes. 

OHMR reserves the right to editorial alterations based on content submissions. 

If you have been forwarded this eNewsletter and would like to subscribe to the Office of Health and 
Medical Research mailing list please complete the subscription form.

If you would like to modify/update your subscriptions please complete the update form.
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