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Queensland Health CAPSXXX

DIRECTOR-GENERAL BRIEFING NOTE SPRD

SUBJECT: Request from the Chair of the Health and Environment Committee for analysis of e-cigarettes
to inform current inquiry into reducing e-cigarette use in Queensland    
 

  Approved 

Not approved

Noted

  Further information required 
(see comments)

Signed…………………………………  Date……../……../…….. 

Shaun Drummond, Director-General, Queensland Health 

Comments:

ACTION REQUIRED BY - 25 May 2023, as the Health and Environment Committee (the Committee) has 
requested the analysis of e-cigarettes by this date.   
 
RECOMMENDATION  
It is recommended the Director-General:   

Sign the attached letter to Mr Aaron Harper MP, Chair of the Committee, regarding the requested analysis 
of e-cigarettes (Attachment 1); and 

 Approve the report of e-cigarettes analysis (Attachment 2).
 
ISSUES  
1. The Committee requested assistance with the analysis of e-cigarettes and   

1.1. On 4 April 2023, the Chair of the Committee wrote to the Director-General of Queensland Health, 
seeking advice on whether the Department’s Forensic and Scientific Services (FSS) can assist with 
analysis of disposable e-cigarettes and   

1.2.  
1.3. The e-cigarette report should be provided to the Committee by 25 May 2023, following a short 

extension for Queensland Health granted by the Committee.   
1.4. The Committee provided seven e-cigarette samples for analysis.  Another 10 came from goods 

seized in state-wide compliance activities (Queensland Health and Queensland Police Service). 
 

2. The e-cigarette samples contain nicotine, other prohibited and dangerous substances  
2.1. The samples were analysed by FFS and a brief report of the results is provided (Attachment 2). 
2.2. All 17 samples of e-liquid products analysed contained nicotine.  
2.3. All 17 samples contained various volatile organic compounds, typically used and produced in the 

manufacture of paints, pharmaceuticals, and refrigerants. 
2.4. All samples contained between five to 15 heavy metals. A number of these heavy metals are 

considered toxic when inhaled including arsenic and zinc, these were detected in all samples. 
2.5. Initially, standard testing did not detect ingredients prohibited by the Therapeutic Goods 

Administration under their Standard for Nicotine Vaping Products TGO 110.  
2.6. Testing with a different analysis method identified benzaldehyde which is prohibited under TGO 110 

in two of the samples. 
2.7. Further testing would be required to ascertain if samples contain prohibited ingredients above the 

detection limit set under TGO 110. This was not viable in the timeframe.  
3. A covering letter has been prepared from the Director-General to the Committee Chair (Attachment 1).  
 
BACKGROUND  
4. On 14 March 2023 the Legislative Assembly agreed to a motion to inquire into: 1)  

 and 2) reducing rates of e-cigarette use in Queensland. The 
Committee is due to table a report on reducing e-cigarette use by 31 August 2023.  

5. Public hearings on the Bill were conducted on 12 April 2023 in Townsville and 14 April 2023 in Brisbane. 
6. At these public hearings the Committee heard evidence and views from stakeholders on reducing  

e-cigarette use in Queensland.  
7. On 3 May 2023, the Departmental representatives appeared with the Chief Health Officer at a public 

briefing at the request of the Committee to provide evidence on health impacts of e-cigarette use and 
information on current measures to monitor and reduce use.   

 
RESULTS OF CONSULTATION  
8. Hospital and Health Services provided samples of e-cigarettes that had been seized by Public Health 

Units.   
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Queensland Health CAPSXXX

DIRECTOR-GENERAL BRIEFING NOTE SPRD

RESOURCE/FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS
9. There are no resource or financial implications associated with this brief.  
 
HUMAN RIGHTS  
10. Human rights are not engaged in providing analysis of the e-cigarette samples.  
 
SENSITIVITIES/RISKS  
11. There are no sensitivities or risks associated with this brief.  
 
ATTACHMENTS  
12. Attachment 1. Letter from the Director-General to the Chair of the Committee 

Attachment 2. Report - Assessment of e-liquid composition  
 

Author
Name: Rebecca 
Position: Advanced Health Promotion Officer 
Unit: Prevention Strategy  
Tel No:  
Date Drafted: 18 May 2023 

Cleared by (Dir/Snr Dir)
Name: Mark  
Position: Executive Director 
Branch: Prevention Strategy Branch  
Tel No:
Date Cleared: 18 May 2023 
*Note clearance contact is also key contact 
for brief queries* 

Content verified by (DDG/CE)
Name: David Sinclair
Position: A/Associate Director-General  
Division: Strategy, Policy and Reform  
Tel No:  
Date Received: 22 May 2023
Date Verified: 22 May 2023 
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Lab Analysis

mg/kg)

IGET Bar Strawberry 
Watermelon Ice 

Vorteke Melon IGET Bar 
Strawberry 
Lemon Ice

IGET Legend 
Passionfruit 

Watermelon Ice

IGET Bar Grape 
Ice 

IGET Bar Kiwi 
Pineapple Ice 

IGET Legend 
Blueberry 

Blackberry Ice

HQD Cuvie Plus -
Strawberry 

Watermelon

HQD Cuvie Plus 
– Passionfruit 

Nicotine Present Present Present Present Present Present Present Present Present 

Concentration 
(mg/kg)          

Lab Analysis

(Limit of Reporting: 

IGET Bar - Peach Ice - IGET Bar -
Blackberry Ice -

IGET XXL - Lush Ice - IGET Goat - Cherry 
Ice -

Gunnpod Meta - Grap  
Ice -

Gunnpod Wave - Su  
Breeze -

IGET Mega -
Strawberry 

Banana Ice -

Waka Smash -
Apple surge -

Nicotine Present Present Present Present Present Present Present Present 

Concentration
(mg/kg)         

Vaping liquid Samples tested
(Limit of Reporting 2000mg/kg except for Vitamin E 

acetate 50 mg/kg))

TGO110 - Prohibited Substances 

2,4-Butadione 2,3-Pentadione Acetoin Benzaldehyde Cinnamaldehyde 
Vitamin E 
acetate

Ethylene 
glycol

Diethylene glycol 

IGET Bar Strawberry Watermelon Ice > LOR > LOR > LOR > LOR > LOR > LOR > LOR > LOR
Vorteke Melon > LOR > LOR > LOR > LOR > LOR > LOR > LOR > LOR
IGET Bar Strawberry Lemon Ice > LOR > LOR > LOR > LOR > LOR > LOR > LOR > LOR
IGET Legend Passionfruit Watermelon Ice > LOR > LOR > LOR > LOR > LOR > LOR > LOR > LOR
IGET Bar Grape Ice > LOR > LOR > LOR > LOR > LOR > LOR > LOR > LOR
IGET Bar Kiwi Pineapple Ice > LOR > LOR > LOR > LOR > LOR > LOR > LOR > LOR
IGET Legend Blueberry Blackberry Ice > LOR > LOR > LOR > LOR > LOR > LOR > LOR > LOR
HQD Cuvie Plus - Strawberry Watermelon > LOR > LOR > LOR > LOR > LOR > LOR > LOR > LOR
HQD Cuvie Plus – Passionfruit > LOR > LOR > LOR > LOR > LOR > LOR > LOR > LOR
IGET Bar - Peach Ice - 3500 puffs > LOR > LOR > LOR > LOR > LOR > LOR > LOR > LOR
IGET Bar - Blackberry Ice - 3500 puffs > LOR > LOR > LOR > LOR > LOR > LOR > LOR > LOR
IGET XXL - Lush Ice - 1800 puffs > LOR > LOR > LOR > LOR > LOR > LOR > LOR > LOR
IGET Goat - Cherry Ice - 5000 puffs > LOR > LOR > LOR > LOR > LOR > LOR > LOR > LOR
Gunnpod Meta - Grape Ice - 4500 puffs > LOR > LOR > LOR > LOR > LOR > LOR > LOR > LOR
Gunnpod Wave - Summer Breeze - 3500 puffs > LOR > LOR > LOR > LOR > LOR > LOR > LOR > LOR
IGET Mega - Strawberry Banana Ice - 3000 puffs > LOR > LOR > LOR > LOR > LOR > LOR > LOR > LOR
Waka Smash - Apple surge - 6000 puffs > LOR > LOR > LOR > LOR > LOR > LOR > LOR > LOR
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Level 37 
1 William St Brisbane 
GPO Box 48 Brisbane  
Queensland 4000 Australia 

Website  health.qld.gov.au
Email  @health.qld.gov.au 
ABN  66 329 169 412
 

 

Enquiries to: Mark  
Executive Director
Prevention Strategy Branch

Telephone:
Our ref: CAPSXXX 
  

Mr Aaron Harper  
Chair 
Health and Environment Committee 
Parliament House 
George Street 
BRISBANE   QLD   4000 
 
Email: @parliament.qld.gov.au 
 
Dear Mr Harper 
 
Thank you for your letter dated 4 April 2023 seeking advice on whether the Department’s 
Forensic and Scientific Services (FSS) can assist with the analysis of electronic cigarettes 
tobacco (chop-chop). We previously provided a report on the analysis of illegal tobacco. 
Thank you for the acknowledgement of this report.  
 
We have received the seven e-cigarette samples sourced by the Committee. These samples 
have been analysed along with ten further samples sourced from state-wide compliance 
activities undertaken by government departments (Queensland Health and Queensland 
Police Service).  
  
The samples have been analysed to test for nicotine and prohibited substances under the 
Therapeutic Goods Administration’s Standard for Nicotine Vaping Products TGO 110. Tests 
were also included for other substances of concern such as carbonyl compounds, volatile 
organic compounds, and heavy metals. 
 
This analysis is provided in the enclosed report. 
 
Thank you again for the opportunity to assist the Committee with its inquiry. I look forward to 
the Committee’s report and recommendations on reducing rates of e-cigarette use in 
Queensland.  
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
 
 
Shaun Drummond 
Director-General 
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Prepared by: Rebecca  
 Advanced Health Promotion Officer   
 Prevention Strategy Branch  

 18 May 2023

Submitted through: Mark  
Executive Director 

 Prevention Strategy Branch  
 

 
Cleared by:

18 May 2023
 
David Sinclair

 A/Associate Director-General
Strategy, Policy and Reform

Received: 22 May 2023 
Cleared: 22 May 2023 
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Level 37
1 William St Brisbane
GPO Box 48 Brisbane 
Queensland 4000 Australia

Website health.qld.gov.au
Email @health.qld.gov.au
ABN 66 329 169 412

Enquiries to: Mark 
Executive Director
Prevention Strategy Branch

Telephone:
Our ref: CAPSXXX-ECTF-Number
Your ref:

Mr Aaron Harper 
Chair
Health and Environment Committee
Parliament House
George Street
BRISBANE   QLD   4000

Email: @parliament.qld.gov.au

Dear Mr Harper

Forensic and Scientific Services (FSS) can assist with the analysis of electronic cigarettes.
). 

We have received the seven e-cigarette samples sourced by the Committee, thank you.
These samples have been analysed along with ten further samples sourced from state-wide 
compliance activities undertaken by from government departments (Queensland Health and 
Queensland Police Service).

The samples have been analysed using qualitative or quantitative analyses to test for nicotine
and
Nicotine Vaping Products TGO 110. Tests were also included for other substances of concern
such as carbonyl compounds, volatile organic compounds, and heavy metals.

This analysis is provided in the enclosed report at Attachment 1.

Thank you again for the opportunity to assist the Committee with its inquiry. I look forward to 
on reducing rates of e-cigarette use in 

Queensland.

Yours sincerely

Shaun Drummond
Director-General

Formatted: Highlight

Formatted: Underline
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Prepared by: Rebecca  
Advanced Health Promotion Officer  

ategy Branch 

18 May 2023

Submitted through: Mark  
Executive Director 

tegy Branch 

Cleared by:

18 May 2023

David Sinclair
A/Associate Director-General
Strategy, Policy and Reform

Received: 22 May 2023
Cleared: XX May 2023
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Lab Analysis

mg/kg)

IGET Bar Strawberry 
Watermelon Ice 

Vorteke Melon IGET Bar 
Strawberry 
Lemon Ice

IGET Legend 
Passionfruit 

Watermelon Ice

IGET Bar Grape 
Ice 

IGET Bar Kiwi 
Pineapple Ice 

IGET Legend 
Blueberry 

Blackberry Ice

HQD Cuvie Plus -
Strawberry 

Watermelon

HQD Cuvie Plus 
– Passionfruit 

Nicotine Present Present Present Present Present Present Present Present Present 

Concentration 
(mg/kg)          

Lab Analysis IGET Bar - Peach Ice - IGET Bar -
Blackberry Ice -

IGET XXL - Lush Ice - IGET Goat - Cherry 
Ice -

Gunnpod Meta - Grap  
Ice -

Gunnpod Wave - Su  
Breeze -

IGET Mega -
Strawberry 

Banana Ice -

Waka Smash -
Apple surge -

Nicotine Present Present Present Present Present Present Present Present 

Concentration
(mg/kg)         

Vaping liquid Samples tested
(Limit of Reporting 2000mg/kg except for Vitamin E 

acetate 50 mg/kg))

TGO110 - Prohibited Substances 

2,4-Butadione 2,3-Pentadione Acetoin Benzaldehyde Cinnamaldehyde 
Vitamin E 
acetate

Ethylene 
glycol

Diethylene glycol 

IGET Bar Strawberry Watermelon Ice > LOR > LOR > LOR > LOR > LOR > LOR > LOR > LOR
Vorteke Melon > LOR > LOR > LOR > LOR > LOR > LOR > LOR > LOR
IGET Bar Strawberry Lemon Ice > LOR > LOR > LOR > LOR > LOR > LOR > LOR > LOR
IGET Legend Passionfruit Watermelon Ice > LOR > LOR > LOR > LOR > LOR > LOR > LOR > LOR
IGET Bar Grape Ice > LOR > LOR > LOR > LOR > LOR > LOR > LOR > LOR
IGET Bar Kiwi Pineapple Ice > LOR > LOR > LOR > LOR > LOR > LOR > LOR > LOR
IGET Legend Blueberry Blackberry Ice > LOR > LOR > LOR > LOR > LOR > LOR > LOR > LOR
HQD Cuvie Plus - Strawberry Watermelon > LOR > LOR > LOR > LOR > LOR > LOR > LOR > LOR
HQD Cuvie Plus – Passionfruit > LOR > LOR > LOR > LOR > LOR > LOR > LOR > LOR
IGET Bar - Peach Ice - 3500 puffs > LOR > LOR > LOR > LOR > LOR > LOR > LOR > LOR
IGET Bar - Blackberry Ice - 3500 puffs > LOR > LOR > LOR > LOR > LOR > LOR > LOR > LOR
IGET XXL - Lush Ice - 1800 puffs > LOR > LOR > LOR > LOR > LOR > LOR > LOR > LOR
IGET Goat - Cherry Ice - 5000 puffs > LOR > LOR > LOR > LOR > LOR > LOR > LOR > LOR
Gunnpod Meta - Grape Ice - 4500 puffs > LOR > LOR > LOR > LOR > LOR > LOR > LOR > LOR
Gunnpod Wave - Summer Breeze - 3500 puffs > LOR > LOR > LOR > LOR > LOR > LOR > LOR > LOR
IGET Mega - Strawberry Banana Ice - 3000 puffs > LOR > LOR > LOR > LOR > LOR > LOR > LOR > LOR
Waka Smash - Apple surge - 6000 puffs > LOR > LOR > LOR > LOR > LOR > LOR > LOR > LOR
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Lab Analysis

mg/kg)

IGET Bar Strawberry 
Watermelon Ice 

Vorteke Melon IGET Bar 
Strawberry 
Lemon Ice

IGET Legend 
Passionfruit 

Watermelon Ice

IGET Bar Grape 
Ice 

IGET Bar Kiwi 
Pineapple Ice 

IGET Legend 
Blueberry 

Blackberry Ice

HQD Cuvie Plus - 
Strawberry 

Watermelon

HQD Cuvie Plus 
– Passionfruit

Nicotine Present Present Present Present Present Present Present Present Present

Concentration 
(mg/kg) 

Lab Analysis

(Limit of Reporting: 

IGET Bar - Peach Ice - IGET Bar - 
Blackberry Ice - 

IGET XXL - Lush Ice - IGET Goat - Cherry 
Ice - 

Gunnpod Meta - Grap
Ice - 

Gunnpod Wave - Su
Breeze - 

IGET Mega - 
Strawberry 

Banana Ice - 

Waka Smash - 
Apple surge - 

Nicotine Present Present Present Present Present Present Present Present 

Concentration
(mg/kg)

Vaping liquid Samples tested
(Limit of Reporting 2000mg/kg except for Vitamin E 

acetate 50 mg/kg))

TGO110 - Prohibited Substances 

2,4-Butadione 2,3-Pentadione Acetoin Benzaldehyde Cinnamaldehyde 
Vitamin E 
acetate

Ethylene glycol Diethylene glycol 

IGET Bar Strawberry Watermelon Ice < LOR < LOR < LOR < LOR < LOR < LOR < LOR < LOR
Vorteke Melon < LOR < LOR < LOR < LOR < LOR < LOR < LOR < LOR
IGET Bar Strawberry Lemon Ice < LOR < LOR < LOR < LOR < LOR < LOR < LOR < LOR
IGET Legend Passionfruit Watermelon Ice < LOR < LOR < LOR < LOR < LOR < LOR < LOR < LOR
IGET Bar Grape Ice < LOR < LOR < LOR < LOR < LOR < LOR < LOR < LOR
IGET Bar Kiwi Pineapple Ice < LOR < LOR < LOR < LOR < LOR < LOR < LOR < LOR
IGET Legend Blueberry Blackberry Ice < LOR < LOR < LOR < LOR < LOR < LOR < LOR < LOR
HQD Cuvie Plus - Strawberry Watermelon < LOR < LOR < LOR < LOR < LOR < LOR < LOR < LOR
HQD Cuvie Plus – Passionfruit < LOR < LOR < LOR < LOR < LOR < LOR < LOR < LOR
IGET Bar - Peach Ice - 3500 puffs < LOR < LOR < LOR < LOR < LOR < LOR < LOR < LOR
IGET Bar - Blackberry Ice - 3500 puffs < LOR < LOR < LOR < LOR < LOR < LOR < LOR < LOR
IGET XXL - Lush Ice - 1800 puffs < LOR < LOR < LOR < LOR < LOR < LOR < LOR < LOR
IGET Goat - Cherry Ice - 5000 puffs < LOR < LOR < LOR < LOR < LOR < LOR < LOR < LOR
Gunnpod Meta - Grape Ice - 4500 puffs < LOR < LOR < LOR < LOR < LOR < LOR < LOR < LOR
Gunnpod Wave - Summer Breeze - 3500 puffs < LOR < LOR < LOR < LOR < LOR < LOR < LOR < LOR
IGET Mega - Strawberry Banana Ice - 3000 puffs < LOR < LOR < LOR < LOR < LOR < LOR < LOR < LOR
Waka Smash - Apple surge - 6000 puffs < LOR < LOR < LOR < LOR < LOR < LOR < LOR < LOR
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