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Queensland Clinical Guidelines 
www.health.qld.gov.au/qcg  

Assessment of suspected early pregnancy loss 
 

 
 

ꞵ-hCG: human chorionic gonadotropin, FBC: full blood count, GP: General practitioner, GTD: gestational trophoblast disease, IUP: 
intrauterine pregnancy, POC: products of conception, PUL: pregnancy of unknown location, PV: per vaginam, QTC: Queensland 
Trophoblast Centre, STI: sexually transmitted infection, TVS: transvaginal scan, USS: ultrasound scan, >: greater than, 

Queensland Clinical Guideline. Early pregnancy loss. Flowchart: F22.29-2-V5-R27 

Haemodynamically
stable?

Assessment
• History
• Confirm pregnancy
• Physical examination
• β-hCG 
• USS (TVS preferred)
• FBC and blood group
• STI screen as indicated

Ectopic pregnancy
Refer to flowchart:
Ectopic pregnancy

Confirm 
pregnancy

location

Intrauterine 
pregnancy (IUP)

Pregnancy of unknown 
location (PUL)

• Specialist review and 
follow-up essential

• Serial β-hCG 
• Serial TVS

Refer to flowchart: 
Assessment of location 

and viability in suspected 
early pregnancy loss

Pregnancy 
viable?

Individualise 
pregnancy care 

Clinical presentation
• Pregnancy < 20 weeks
• PV bleeding and/or
• Pain (abdominal, 

shoulder tip)

Resuscitation
• Initiate resuscitative 

measures as required 
• Speculum exam 
o Remove any POC

• Urgent 
o β-hCG
o Gynaecology review
o USS
o FBC, blood group + 

hold
• Consider surgical 

intervention 

No

No

Yes
GTD

• Suction curettage
• Register with QTC
• Evaluate for persistent 

trophoblastic disease
• Serial β-hCG
• Recommend effective 

contraception
• Prolonged follow-up
• Early referral in next 

pregnancy 

Stable non-viable IUP
Refer to flowchart: 

Stable intrauterine non-
viable pregnancy

Gestational 
Trophoblast Disease

Ectopic

Intrauterine

Unknown 
location

Yes
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