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Message from the Intellectual Property Officer 

Welcome to the sixth edition of the Intellectual Property (IP) eNewsletter. The aim of the newsletter 
continues to be keeping Queensland Health employees informed about current IP issues while also 
showcasing some examples of the great work being done in IP within Queensland Health. 

In this edition we report on the recent initiative of the Office of Health and Medical Research (OHMR) 
to engage UniQuest Pty Ltd, the main commercialisation company of the University of Queensland, to 
provide IP management and commercialisation services to QH.  

Queensland Health’s agreement with UniQuest, joins two other recent initiatives of the OHMR as 
reported in the Summer 2010 edition (PDF) of this newsletter enabling Queensland Health employees 
to access the expertise of the Medical Research Commercialisation Fund and the Australian Institute 
for Commercialisation to identify, fund and commercialise intellectual property developed within 
Queensland Health.  

Ultimately, Queensland Health’s access to IP commercialisation expertise from providers such as 
UniQuest, the Medical Research Commercialisation Fund and the Australian Institute for 
Commercialisation, will assist Queensland-based medical researchers to transition medical research 
from the bench to the bedside.  

Additional articles in this edition include information for Queensland Health employees who: 
 
• want to clarify whether IP that they create is owned by the employee or employer 
• develop copyright materials and want to be sure that they have complied with their obligations 

to attach an approved Queensland Health copyright notice. 

If you would like to add a news item to a future edition contact the IP Officer by email. 

Queensland Health news 

UniQuest to provide IP commercialisation expertise 

Queensland Health has entered into a Commercialisation Collaboration Agreement with UniQuest Pty 
Ltd, the main commercialisation company of the University of Queensland. Under the agreement, 
UniQuest will appoint one manager of innovation and commercial development (MICD) to be based 
primarily within the research centres at Queensland Health’s Metro North and Metro South Health 
Service Districts for an initial term until 30 June 2012. 
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The primary tasks of the MICD will be to identify medical research projects with commercial potential, 
progress these projects to UniQuest’s patent review committee and provide seminars and other 
information to Queensland Health staff on intellectual property and commercialisation matters.  

Queensland Health researchers, or research coordinators, interested in accessing UniQuest’s 
assistance are asked to first complete and submit the Queensland Health Invention Disclosure Form. 
This form is available from the Queensland Health IP website link in the Contact Us section below.  

The first UniQuest seminar open to Queensland Health employees will be held on the Gold Coast on 
the 21-22 July 2011. Places are limited and conditions apply. To register or find out more visit 
www.uniquest.com.au/workshop 

First Queensland Health project 

The first Queensland Health project currently under review by UniQuest is a quicker and more 
accurate diagnostic test for food poisoning developed by researchers at Queensland Health’s 
Forensic and Scientific Services Branch within the Clinical and Statewide Services Division. 

Gold Coast Health Service District IP service provider 

Queensland Health employees based in the Gold Coast Health 
Service District (GCHSD) are reminded that Mr Mitch McGuire of 
The Australian Institute for Commercialisation (AIC) is your first 
point of contact for the purposes of identifying, protecting, and 
where appropriate, commercialising IP opportunities developed within the GCHSD.  

GCHSD employees can contact Mr Mitch McGuire at mitch.mcguire@ausicom.com or phone: 
0411 739 296. 

Medical Research Commercialisation Fund update 

The Summer 2010 edition of this newsletter provided a summary of the 
features and benefits of the Medical Research Commercialisation 
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Fund (MRCF), a $30 million investment fund founded through 
collaboration between Australia’s leading medical research institutes 
and superannuation funds.  

In early 2011, following the endorsement of Queensland Health’s Statewide Telehealth Services Unit, 
UniQuest Pty Ltd made the first application for MRCF funding via Queensland Health for the further 

e MRCF, Queensland Health is able to assist external organisations 
including private companies to submit an application for funding to the MRCF if the objective of a 

iminary investment proposal 
application form available from the IP Officer

development and trial within Queensland Health of a telehealth system for allied health information 
system entitled NeoRehab. 

As a member institution of th

funded project aims to achieve Queensland Health’s broad objectives.  

The first step to making an application to the MRCF is completing a prel
 or by contacting Dr Chris Nave, Principal Executive, 

MRCF on (03) 9657 0700. For more information visit the MRCF website. 

Guidelines to clarify ownership of IP created by Queensland Health employees 

Queensland Health employees have been developed. Two key issues identified 

n employee of 

eir 

g to receive a copy of the guidelines are invited to 
email the IP Officer

Guidelines written by Crown Law to assist to clarify ownership of IP created by 

by Crown Law in order to reach a valid decision are to: 
 
• confirm that the person who created the IP was a

Queensland Health 
• If so, clarify that the employee created the IP in carrying out th

employment duties. 

Interested employees wishin
. 
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Patent update: Better diagnostic test for Gonorrhoea 

Queensland Health has been successful in obtaining a granted patent in Europe for a more accurate 
diagnostic test for gonorrhoea. Queensland Health’s objective in seeking patent protection is to 
provide an incentive for private sector diagnostic test manufacturers to invest in this technology to 
develop and market a diagnostic test kit worldwide. Via an open tender process, the OHMR has 
received interest from major international health care companies in licensing this technology. 

Trade Mark update: 28th and 29th Trade Mark applications filed 

The Patient Safety and Quality Improvement Service and the OHMR Research and Ethics 
Governance Unit within Queensland Health’s Centre for Healthcare Improvement, are the latest 
Queensland Health units to apply for a trade mark for their projects. 

The Patient Safety and Quality Improvement Service have applied to register the name ’CEWT’ an 
acronym for their Child Early Warning Tool project being undertaken within the Recognition and 
Management of the Deteriorating Patient program.  

The Research and Ethics Governance Unit, within the OHMR, have applied to register the name 
‘DoRA’ an acronym for their Directory of Research Activity database.  

‘CEWT’ and ‘DoRA’ join the following three examples of the 29 trade marks that have been either 
registered or applied for by Queensland Health: 

  
 

Future Families Program, Child and 
Youth Mental Health Service 

See one… Sim one… Safe 
practice, Clinical Skills 
Development Service 

Clean hands are life savers, Centre 
for Healthcare Related Infection 
Surveillance and Prevention 

The cost of a trade mark in Australia is approximately $500. For further information or to apply for a 
trade mark email the IP Officer. 

Copyright update: Benefits in using the new GILF system of copyright notices  

The Summer 2010 edition
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 of this newsletter  
provided a summary of the features and 
benefits of the Queensland Government’s 
recently adopted Government Information 
Licensing Framework (GILF) system of copyright licence options.  

The advantages to Queensland Health units of attaching one of the seven GILF copyright notice and 
licence options include: 
• enables the Queensland Health unit to decide how it wishes external organisations or 

l is 

ces 

individuals to be able to legally use or re-use the Queensland Health materials 
• enables the external organisations/individuals to more readily understand how they can use or 

re-use that material in a way authorised by Queensland Health 
• enables the Queensland Health unit to more closely manage how the copyright materia

used/adapted outside of Queensland Health (if the Queensland Health unit wishes to do this).  

ecent examples of how Queensland Health units have correctly appliR ed the GILF copyright licen
to copyright materials developed by them include:  

• Statewide Maternity and Neonatal Clinical Guidelines Program (PDF) 
• Health Care Provider's Handbook on Muslim Patients 2nd edition 2010 (PDF) 

To read more on the available GILF licence options see section 4.1 of the document titled Ownership 
and Protection of Intellectual Property created by QH employees and others (PDF). 
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General news 

Queensland Government new agreement with Copyright Agency Limited 

On 4 January 2011, the Queensland Government signed a new agreement with the copyright 
collecting society Copyright Agency Limited (CAL). The main impact of the agreement is that 
Queensland Health employees are now able to place copyright material owned by third parties on a 
Queensland Health intranet site for the purpose of communicating the material to Queensland Health 
employees, without the need to obtain the prior permission or to notify the copyright owner.  

Importantly, the new agreement does not extend to the placing of copyright material owned by others 
on a Queensland Health internet site. Queensland Health units that wish to place substantial amounts 
of copyright material owned by others on a Queensland Health internet site should continue with the 
current practice of obtaining the permission of the copyright owner prior to doing so. 

For further information email the IP Officer. 

Short stories from the wide world of intellectual property 

Fitness industry 

Blame copyright when your gym/fitness centre fees go up. Gyms and fitness centres currently pay 
copyright licence fees of about 97 cents per class to record companies for the right to play recorded 
music produced by the record companies in fitness classes. The record companies were recently 
successful in the Copyright Tribunal in obtaining an increase in the fee paid from 97 cents to $15.00 
per class, however the decision has been set aside after an appeal by the fitness industry. If you 
attend a gym or fitness centre, you can expect to pay more when the fee per class is eventually 
determined by the Copyright Tribunal. 

Software industry 

German software giant SAP has been ordered to pay US software giant Oracle $1.3 billion for 
infringing Oracle’s copyright in software solutions. The case involved customer-support documents 
and software stolen by SAP's subsidiary TomorrowNow. Oracle alleged that the German company 
intended to use the data to poach the 358 customers involved. SAP is looking to challenge the verdict 
and appeal if necessary. 

Festival industry 

Trade mark issues have led to the cancellation of Australia’s biggest action sports festival, the XSport 
Games in Sydney. The Walt Disney Company, owned US broadcaster ESPN which owns the 
Australian Trade Mark for X Games, was successful in preventing the Sydney event going ahead due 
to the similarity of the name XSport Games. The trade mark XSport Games was registered for its 
business of organizing and conducting a series of sporting competitions with associated television 
coverage. 

IP training and events 

Copyright education session for Centre for Healthcare Improvement 

Copyright will be the subject of the Queensland Health Centre for 
Healthcare Improvement’s Education Strategy Forum session in June. 

Date: 1 June 2011 
Time: 2.00 pm to 3.30 pm 
Venue: Seminar Room 1, Block 6, Royal Brisbane Hospital. 
RSVP: Email IP Officer 

Using actual examples, the session will focus on identifying issues that arise when IP in the form of 
copyright is developed within the Centre for Healthcare Improvement Division. Staff within the Centre 
for Healthcare Improvement who are interested in contributing examples for the session, are invited 
to email the IP Officer. 
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UniQuest Pty Ltd Research Commercialisation Workshop 

The first seminar open to Queensland Health employees, under the 
Queensland Health and UniQuest Pty Ltd Commercialisation Collaboration 
Agreement. 

Date: 21-22 July 2011 
Time: All day 
Venue: Radisson Resort Gold Coast 
RSVP: Online
Cost/details: Nil for Queensland Health employees (places are limited)  

This interactive seminar will be tailored to the needs of researchers interested in adding a commercial 
dimension to their research, to accelerate the transfer of their ideas and expertise and maximise 
community or industry benefit. It will be an intensive grounding in the basics of commercialisation and 
intellectual property protection. 

Contact us 

We want to hear from you. To add a news item to a future edition contact the Intellectual Property 
Officer by e-mail ip_officer@health.qld.gov.au.

Visit the Queensland Health Intellectual Property website at: 
http://www.health.qld.gov.au/ohmr/html/rcpu/intel_prop.asp

OHMR reserves the right to make editorial alterations based on content submissions. 
If this information is relevant please disseminate it to your contacts and networks. 

If you have been forwarded this eNewsletter and would like to subscribe to the  
Office of Health and Medical Research mailing list please complete the subscription form.

   

http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.5/au/ 
© State of Queensland (Queensland Health) 2010
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