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Appendix 4 – 
Additional Data 
informing a 
Queensland women’s 
health strategy 
Queensland Women Snapshot 

• As at 30 June 2020, the ratio of 
males to females in Queensland 
Local Government Authorities 
ranged from 136.5 males for every 
100 females in McKinlay Shire LGA to 
86.8 males for every 100 females in 
Kowanyama Shire LGA.55 

• Brisbane had a lower proportion 
aged 50 years and over (31 per cent) 
than the rest of the state (37 per 
cent).56 

• In 2018, there were almost six times 
more female victims of reported 
sexual assault than male victims in 
Queensland.57  

• 60.4 per cent of persons who 
provided unpaid childcare and were 
born overseas in a non–English 
speaking country were female, 
compared with 39.6 per cent for 
males58 

 

Health of women and girls 

• In Queensland, life expectancy for 
an Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander person born between 2015–
2017 was 72.0 years for males and 
76.4 years for females.59 

• Females had a median age for 
childbirth of 30.6 years in 2019, 
compared with 32.7 years for the 
median age of father.60 

• Of the 59,559 mothers who gave 
birth in 2019 about three-quarters 
(75.2 per cent) were aged 20–34 

years.  A further 2.9 per cent were 
teenage mothers and the remaining 
22.0 per cent were aged 35 years 
and over.61 

• The age standardised rates for total 
acute conditions for females in 
2018-19 was 1722.9/100,000 persons 
compared to 1577.5/100,000 for 
males.62 

 

Social Determinants 

• Complex trauma, which can arise 
from repeated interpersonal 
victimisation (including sexual 
violence), is commonly associated 
with psychological, psychosocial, 
functional, educational, and health 
challenges.63 

• In 2019, there were around 3,600 
Australian female prisoners in adult 
corrective services and 1 in 20 
females (5.3 per cent) were 
unemployed.64 

• The COVID-19 pandemic has 
exacerbated and highlighted 
existing inequalities faced by 
women and girls, including 
exposure to domestic and family 
violence.65  

• In 2018, 87 per cent of females in the 
Queensland potential Year 12 
population attained Year 12 
certification (compared to 81 per 
cent of males).66 

• 79.1 per cent of persons who 
reported 15 hours or more of unpaid 
domestic work and were aged 25–44 
years were female, compared with 
20.9 per cent for males.67 

• In Australia, in 2015–16, just under 3 
in 20 females (13 per cent) were 
experiencing poverty, and in 2016 
around 49,000 were homeless.68 
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• In 2016 in Queensland, Aboriginal 
and Torres Strait Islander people 
were accessing specialised 
homelessness services at a rate of 
371 per 10,000 persons in 
comparison to 57.8 per 10,000 for 
non-Indigenous clients.69 

• A total of 64,301 Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander students were 
enrolled in Queensland state 
schools in February 2022, making up 
11.2 per cent of all Queensland's 
state school students.70 

• From 2018 to 2022, Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander enrolments 
grew by 7,796 (13.8 per cent), 
compared to 3.8 per cent for all 
students.71 

• In 2021, nearly 10,000 
Queenslanders were in prisons, with 
approximately 1 in 11 prisoners in 
Queensland being female (9.3 per 
cent of the total, compared with 8.8 
per cent in 2020).72 

• Girls aged 5–17 years were less likely 
than boys of the same age to be 
active every day of the past week 
(41.6 per cent compared with 49.7 
per cent), with the 12–15 years age 
group being least active for girls 
(24.8 per cent) compared with the 
16– 17 years age group for boys (27.6 
per cent) in 2020.73 

• In Australia, women born 1985–95 
who used marijuana or illicit drugs 
were more likely to use no 
contraception and less likely to use 
the Oral Contraceptive Pill and 
condoms (used alone or in 
combination), compared with 
women who reported that they did 
not use marijuana or illicit drugs.74 

• Three in four (73 per cent) of 
Australian women aged 24 to 30 
with a disability of illness reported 
they had experienced sexual 

violence, compared to one in two 
(50 per cent) of women without a 
disability or illness.75 

• Although numbers of reported 
incidents of DFV have been 
increasing in Queensland, it must be 
acknowledged that the data does 
not come close to representing the 
true extent of the problem.76 

• 1 in 6 women has experienced 
physical or sexual violence by a 
current or former partner, with one 
in four experiencing emotional 
abuse.77 

• 1 in 6 Australian women, and 1 in 16 
Australian men, have experienced 
physical or sexual violence from a 
current or former partner.78 

• 1 in 5 Australian women and 1 in 20 
Australian men have experienced 
sexual violence.79 

•  1 in 4 Australian women 1 in 6 
Australian men, has experienced 
emotional abuse from a current or 
former partner.80 

 

Wellbeing and mental health 

• In 2020, women aged 30-34 had the 
highest number and the second 
highest age-specific suspected 
suicide rate per 100,000 women.81  

• The 45–54 years age group showed 
the largest difference between 
females (18.0 per cent) and males 
(13.4 per cent) experiencing a high 
to very high level of psychological 
distress.82 

• Young Females (30 per cent) and 
gender-diverse young people (29 
per cent) were more likely to be 
concerned about mental health 
than males (21 per cent).83 

 



 
 

A Queensland women's health strategy - Consultation paper   Page   35 

• The highest proportion experiencing 
a current long-term mental or 
behavioural condition was young 
females aged 15-24 (30 per cent) 
followed by women 45-54 and 55-64 
(26.6 per cent).84 

• In Australia, whereas young men’s 
suicides have reduced in number 
and rate since the 1997 global peak, 
young women’s have not.85 

• In 2020, Queensland women aged 
75-79 had the highest age-specific 
suspected suicide rate per 100,000 
women.86  

 

Maternal, sexual and reproductive health 

• Reproductive health and safety, as it 
intersects with concerns such as 
family violence and child protection 
involvement, is an issue affecting 
women across Queensland, 
particularly Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander women.87 

• A higher proportion of Indigenous 
babies are born preterm and/or of 
low birthweight.88 

• 1 in 9 Australian women born 1973–
78 are diagnosed with 
endometriosis by the time they 
reach the age of 40-44.89 

• In Australia, among women in the 
1989-95 cohort who had completed 
one of the two most recent surveys, 
10 per cent reported endometriosis 
and 15 per cent reported polycystic 
ovary syndrome.90 

• In Queensland in 2021, there was a 9 
per cent increase in infectious 
syphilis notifications in women of 
reproductive age compared with the 
previous five-year average.91 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The health workforce 

• There is a need for greater 
emphasis on gender analysis and 
gender theory in the training of 
medical and allied health 
professionals. 92 

 

Chronic Disease and preventable 
admissions 

• Age-standardised rates for 
potentially preventable 
hospitalisations for all 
Queenslanders were highest for 
urinary tract infections with these 
infections being the highest for 
females (532 per 100,000 persons).93 

• In 2017-18, females in the target age 
groups for cancer screening 
programs participated in a Pap 
Smear or Cervical Screening Test at 
rates of 51.8 per cent for those aged 
25–69 years, and breast screening at 
55.1 per cent of those aged 50–74 
years.94 

• The 65 years and older age group 
was the only group in which injuries 
were more common in females than 
males.95 

• In a study of Australian women, 
heart disease shows a steady 
increase across the cohorts, with a 
marked increase in prevalence from 
age 55 in the 1946-51 cohort to age 
90 in the 1921-26 cohort.96 
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