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Caley Valley Wetlands — preliminary assessment of impacts.

Executive summary

The Department of Science, Information Technology and Innovation (DSITI) was commissioneddo
conduct a Preliminary Site Assessment of Caley Valley Wetlands adjacent to the Abbot PointBulk
Coal Terminal (Abbot Point Terminal). The site had been subject to an authorised release©f water
from the secondary settlement pond (which is part of the stormwater system) from Abbot Point
Terminal.

Satellite imagery collected after Tropical Cyclone Debbie appeared to show dark waters
downstream of a release point extending into the wetland. Consistent with a temporary‘@missions
licence (TEL), the coal terminal operator, Abbot Point Bulkcoal Pty Ltd, sampled the stormwater
release as soon as practicable and safe. The results of testing indicatedithat the release inte'the
wetland was below the thresholds set in the licence condition.

In April 2017, staff from DSITI and the Department of Environmént and Heritage Protection (EHP)
wetland group undertook a preliminary assessment of the sité. The objective for the preliminary
site assessment was to assess the presence or otherwiselof coal firles associated with the release,
and if present, to undertake an initial assessment as to whether this has caused impacts to the
wetlands. This report provides a summary of results from thexApril sampling program.

The Caley Valley is a nationally important wetland and is listed in thé Directory of Important
Wetlands in Australia. The site contains coastal grass sedge wetland, mangroves, saltmarsh,
creeks and channels and a lacustrine wetland (a lake). The Caley Valley Wetlands complex is a
large relatively intact wetland system govering an area of about 5154 hectares. Although the
wetland has been modified, it suppérts a wide range of wetland values including migratory and
threatened birds.

Key findings of this preliminary assessmentwere:

o Although there wiere indications of recent flooding, there was little visual evidence of coal
fines across the Whole of'the Wetland. This is consistent with trace levels (<1%) of coal
measured at most sites.

e Coal fines were only vistially observed at a site inmediately downstream of the licensed
discharge point to the south of the spillway of settliement pond 2. This is consistent with the
results fromithe sediment analysis at this site, which found that coal composed
approximatelyy10% of the sample. There appeared to be partial coverage of the wetland
substrate and thelower stems of marine couch (Sporobolus virginicus) with coal fines.
Eveniso, there did not appear to be any impediment to growth of wetland plants in this area
as new growth, in response to the recent flooding, was evident.

o Minor concentrations (approximately 2%) of coal fines were measured downstream of the
spillway at a site in the wetlands opposite the licensed discharge point site.

Coal fines do not appear to have caused widespread impacts in the wetland. It is likely that any
impacts from the stormwater discharge were mitigated by the large amount of water flowing
naturally through the wetland. Nonetheless, further assessment is warranted to more accurately
delineate the area potentially impacted downstream of the licensed discharge point, and to monitor
the response of the wetland to the authorised discharge.
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1 Introduction

Satellite imagery collected after Tropical Cyclone Debbie appeared to show dark water in the Caley
Valley Wetland downstream of the Abbot Point Bulk Coal Terminal (Abbot Point Terminal). The
Caley Valley wetland is adjacent to the Abbot Point Terminal and was subject to an authorised
temporary release of stormwater runoff from the coal terminal during Tropical Cyclone Debbie.
DSITI was commissioned to conduct a preliminary assessment of potential impacts in the wetlands
from an authorised release of contaminated water from the adjoining coal loading terminal.

As required under the temporary emissions licence, the Coal Terminal operator,/Abbot Point Bulk
Coal Pty Ltd, sampled at their licensed discharge point into the wetland as soon as pragticable:and
safe. The authorisation set limits for contaminant levels of 100 mg/L for suspended solids,
including coal fines, with a pH no greater than pH 9. The authorised release period was from

27 March to 30 March 2017. The water sample results were within the thresholds set uhderthe
licence conditions. The temporary emissions licence (TEL) is presented as Attachment A.

Caley Valley Wetlands are large, nationally important wetlands that providedhabitat for several
threatened waterbirds, such as the Australian painted snipé. Media reports in early April 2017
showed images indicating that the whole of the wetland$ had been impacted by coal fines released
during Cyclone Debbie. Subsequently, concerns were raised, that environmental harm had
occurred across the wetland.

The objective for the preliminary site assessmentwas to assess the presence or otherwise of coal
fines associated with the release, and if présent, to undertake an initial assessment as to whether
this has caused impacts to the wetlands. Between 27 and 28 April 2017, DSITI and EHP staff
undertook a sediment investigation 16 identify Whether coal had smothered the wetland sediment.

2 Site Description

Caley Valley Wetlands are nationally,important wetlands covering an area of about 5154 ha and
the wetland is listed in the Directory of Important Wetlands in Australia. The site is a complex
system of wetland types and has a diversity of habitats, including coastal grass sedge wetland,
mangroves, saltmarsh, creeks and channels and a lake. The wetlands are located in the dry tropics
and are subject to.seasonal changes in the extent of fresh water inundation. The consequential
wetting@nd drying eycle of these wetlands is critical to the environmental values they support.

Owvér the past 60 years the site has been subject to several modifications, including the
construction of bund walls that have changed the hydrology of the site — limiting the influence of
the tidal waters on the site. Although the wetland has been modified, it supports a wide range of
wetland values, including habitat for migratory and threatened birds.

2.1 Key Nature Conservation Values

Caley Valley Wetlands are a Matter of State Environmental Significance, providing habitat for large
numbers of waterbirds, including threatened and migratory birds, with up to 48,000 waterbirds
observed on site during high use times (BAAM 2012). The coastal grass-sedge wetlands is
particularly important habitat for the endangered Australian painted snipe (Rostratula australis) with
sightings at several locations (Figure 1). Such habitats occurs to the south and the west of the
settlement pond spillway, and therefore, the presence of this species within the wetland was a
concern following the release of waters containing coal fines.
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Caley Valley Wetlands — preliminary assessment of impacts.

The adjoining saltmarsh within the estuarine wetland also provides habitat for threatened migratory
shorebirds that seasonally access the area. For example, Figure 1 shows observations of critically
endangered eastern curlew (Numenius madagascariensis) within the Caley Valley Wetlands.

The site assessment took into consideration the known habitat for threatened waterbirds so as te
assess potential impacts on the wildlife habitat.

3 Surrounding Land Use

The landscape surrounding the wetland contains a mix of cleared grazing land and native forests.
The wetland is located in a valley surrounded by Mount Roundback, Mount Luce anddVeunt Little,
which are largely covered by remnant vegetation. There is a quarry located near Abbot Point
supplying aggregate for construction, road sealing and rail purposes.

Cleared areas within the Salisbury Plain and Don River catchment are used for.cattle.grazing.
Although grazing can be a compatible land use, erosion associated with someé grazing practices
contributes to downstream sedimentation.

4 Limitations

4.1 Access

Access to this large wetland system wés limited and as'a result sampling was confined to the edge
of the wetland. The selection of saniple sitesaas guided by potential locations of contamination,
known locations of threatened wildlife and@aps in baseline information.

4.2 Information Gaps

Key information gaps that limit the interpretation of survey results are:

e Baseline sediment quality eonditions. The lack of baseline sediment quality data has limited the
scope of the analysis of impaets.

o Seasodial variations in vegetation, especially during flood events. Wetting and drying cycles,
andd@ssociated changes in vegetation structure are not well documented. This is an important
information gap thathas reduced the ability to assess impacts of coal residue accumulation in
the wetland.

e Waterbird Habitat Usage. There is a lack of information on waterbird use of the wetland over
time.
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Caley Valley Wetlands — preliminary assessment of impacts.

5 Potential sources of contamination.

Material, whether it is coal fines, sediment or other contaminants from the stockpile of coal, has the
potential to mobilise directly into the wetland stormwater runoff. Coal residues from the Terminal's
stockpile are channelled into stormwater treatment ponds — and may move into the wetland
environment during high flow periods. Smothering of organisms including benthic communities is
the main risk from coal particles released to water (GHD 2012; Berry et al. 2016; Bemyet al. 2017).
The leaching of contaminants from coal is a potential risk to aguatic ecosystemshowever, recent
studies have shown the risk associated with metals and/or polycyclic aromatic Hydrocarbefs (PAH)
leaching from coal into seawater is low (Cabon et al. 2007; Jaffrennour et al. 2007 lzticas and
Planner 2012; Berry et al. 2016; Berry et al. 2017). As such, the preliminary assessment focused
on risk associated with the smothering of benthic communities.

Freshwater enters the wetlands via runoff from the Salisbury Plain and the slopés ta the south and
south east from Mount Roundback and Mount Little. Surface water from theCoal Terminal's
stormwater treatment ponds most likely contributes a relatively small amount of water to the
wetland. Previous studies (BMT WBM 2012) demonstratéd that dufing high'rainfall events, the
wetland receives floodwater from the Don Catchment — a potential sourcef significant sediment
loads.

6 Methods

6.1 Visual assessment

Prior to the site inspection, satéllite and aerial images and other spatial data were examined to
guide the selection of sampling sites. This ineluded mapping of threatened waterbirds known to
occur in the wetland.

Sites were visited and photogfaphs were taken at each site. Each site was visually assessed for
coal fines and impacts on the lecal wetland environment. Images are presented in Attachment 2.

The field inspection incorporated the use of remotely piloted aircraft systems (or drones) equipped
with cameras as platforms to assist in the collection of information on-site regarding the extent of
the ifipact. The dronesfill the gap between the satellites images and on ground monitoring and
en@abled the surveying to be more targeted. The drone provided real-time monitoring and was able
to fly at lower altitudes providing detailed images of the wetland substrate. While on site, a drone
was used to make observations of inaccessible locations including known waterbird habitat. The
drone operator took extreme care not to disturb birds during the operation.

6.2 Sampling sites

Between 27 and 28 April 2017, eight sites were sampled for water and sediments. Sampling
locations were identified with the aid of satellite images. Areas that appeared to be dark were
targeted for sampling (Figure 2). Threatened waterbird habitat was also a consideration in the
identification of sample sites.

Seven sites were within the wetland (Figure 2 and Figure 3), and a water and sediment sample
was collected from the secondary settlement pond at Abbot Point Terminal (Figure 3).

DOH-DL 17/18-045-001
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Figure 2: Copernicus Sentinel-2 satellite image{11 April 2017) of Caley Valley wetland and sediment
sampling locations. The image is displayed a§ a true colour composite with bands 4, 3 and 2
assigned respectively to the red, green and blue colodrs. The satellite image was used to help
identify sampling locations.

The sites sampled are shown i Figure 2. and Figure 3 and are listed below.

e CV-52-0417. Secondary settlement pond on the Abbot Point terminal site, immediately
upstream@f.spillway and autherised release point W1. Sample collected from edge of the
settlement pond.

e CV4DS1-0417. Site immediately downstream of authorised release point W1.
s CV-ODS-0417. Site on the opposite end of the spill way to CV-DS1-0417.

e CV-BG-0417. Site on western arm of the freshwater wetland, not immediately downstream of
the spillway. runoff.

o | CV-EB-0417. Site on northern end of eastern bund.

¢ CV=BQ-0417. Site at outflow pipe on southern end of the eastern bund.
e CV-PS2-0417. Southern site near known painted snipe sightings.

e, CV-SC-0417. Site in Saltwater Creek.

8 Page 11 of 364
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6.3 Sediment Sampling

At each sampling location composite sediment samples were taken. This involved the collection of
five replicate samples of approximately 10x10 ¢cm in area and approximately 1 cm depth at each
site and combining them together before taking a subsample for analysis. This is a standard field
sample practice as sediments can be highly heterogeneous and compositing a number of samples
into a single sample is a way of adjusting for variation found in sediment samples.

Samples were collected using a stainless steel trowel and were mixed in a stainless steel bowl. All
equipment was thoroughly cleaned between sites. Disposable gloves were used when colleeting
samples, with a fresh pair used at each site. From each composite sample, duplicate samples
were obtained by splitting the contents of the bowl into two jars. Samples were kept chilled on/ice
after collection.

Samples were sent to the University of Queensland Materials Performanee (UQMPB)laboratory for
analysis of the percentage of coal in each sample. Analysis wa§undertakensing both Stereo
microscopy and Scanning Electron Microscopy (SEM), combined with Energy Dispersive
Spectroscopy (EDS) that was used to identify the elemental compesition of particles. Laboratory
reports are presented in Attachment 3, and a more detailed explénation of.the methodology is also
provided in Attachment 3.

6.4 Water Sampling

As this survey was primarily a sediment'quality survey,onlydotal suspended solids (TSS) samples
were analysed and in situ water quality data collected using a YSI 556 MPS multi-parameter meter.
Elevated TSS results can be related to. sedifent inputs. Disposable gloves were used when
collecting samples, with a fresh pair being used at gach site to prevent contamination of samples.
Samples were kept chilled gh ice afiter colleetiond Samples were taken to Brisbane by DSITI staff
and stored in a locked fridge.

Water samples taken for TSS ahalysis were sent to Australian Laboratory Services (ALS), a
National Association of Testing Authorities (NATA) Australia accredited laboratory.
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Caley Valley Wetlands — preliminary assessment of impacts.

7 Results

7.1 Visual assessment

Observations were recorded at each site using a camera and a video recorder (images of each site
are presented in Attachment 2). Although there were indications of recent flooding, there was little
evidence of coal fines across the whole of the wetland. This is consistent with the trace levels.of
coal measured at most sites sampled within the wetland.

Coal residues were only observed at a site downstream of the licensed dischargé point (CV=BS1-
0417). It is not unexpected that an accumulation of the coal fines would be present atthis site. This
may be associated with the authorised release of settlement pond water into the wetland, which
was reported to have up to 80 mg/L of suspended solids, and below thé TEL limit of 100 mg/L-.

The impacts at this site included what appeared to be partial coverage of the wetland, substrate
with coal fines and coal residue, and partially discolouring of thélower stems®f the marine couch
(Sporobolus virginicus). This is consistent with the sediment@nalysis at this site.

Although there was evidence of discolouration and what appeared to be coal residues, there did
not appear to be any impediment to growth of wetland plants.stich as mangrove clubrush
(Schoenoplectus litoralis), which is responding (i.e. emerging @s new growth) to the recent flooding
(Figure 4).

Figure 4: Mangrove clubrush (Schoenoplectus litoralis) is the bright green emerging reed in this
photo at site CV-DS1-0417.

7.2 Coal in Sediment Results

The estimates of coal in the sediment showed that the highest percentage of coal (approximately
10%) was found immediately downstream of the licensed discharge point (Table 1). Approximately
2% coal (Table 1) was found in the sediment of the secondary settlement pond (CV-52-0417) and

Page 14 of 364 11
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downstream of the spillway (CV-ODS-0417) at the opposite side of the wetland to CV-DS1-0417
(Figure 3). Trace amounts (<1%) of coal were detected at all other sites (Table 1). These results
were consistent with observations made in the wetland, and indicate that widespread smothering of
the wetland by coal fines did not occur.

Table 1: Estimate of percentage of coal in sediment. Green shaded cell indicates secondaryon-site
settlement pond, orange shaded cells indicate sites immediately downstream of spill way, blue
shaded cells indicate general wetland sites

Estimate of percentage of coal in

sediment
ovsp0at7 e
| CV-DS1-0417 | 10%
| CV-0DS-0417 g % O
 CV-BG-0417 LY A, Y
| CV-EB-0417 ' | ' e
;CV—BO—(LH?-' - 1 e Y 4
; CV—P52-0417 N trace
| CV-SC-0417 j trace

7.3 Water Quality Results

In situ water quality data and TSS results were gompared to the Queensland Water Quality
Guidelines (QWQG) (EHP 2009) for upper estuarine waters in the Central Coast Region (Table 2)
where applicable.

pH exceeded the QWQG at three of the seven sites (Table 2). Elevated pH levels have been
reported in théwetlands previously, with pH exceeding the upper guideline value of pH 8.4
throughoutthe wetlands depending on the time of the year and site (GHD 2013, BMT WBM 2015),
with a m@ximum of pH 9.5 measured historically in the wetland to the east of the eastern bund
(BMTFWBM 2015).

The dissolved oxygen (DO) concentration (measured as % saturation) exceeded the guidelines at
all sites (Table 2). Historically, dissolved oxygen concentrations have been highly variable in the
wetland (GHD 2013 and BMT WBM 2015), with concentrations of up to 325% saturation being
measured in the wetland to the east of the eastern bund (BMT WBM 2015). Large mats of benthic
dlgae andsalgae covering vegetation was noted at many sites, which would contribute to the high
concentrations of oxygen in the waters.

TSS exceeded the QWQG at only two sites, CV-DS1-0417 on 27 April 2017 and CV-PS2-0417 on
28 April 2017 (Table 2). A second sample collected at CV-DS1-0417 on the 28 April 2017 was
below the QWQG, illustrating the variability in water quality over time (Table 2). Historically, TSS
measurements that exceeded the QWQG have been found throughout the wetland, but in general
were less than 60 mg/L (GHD 2013).

12 Page 15 of 364



Caley Valley Wetlands — preliminary assessment of impacts.

Although pH, DO and TSS measurements exceeded the QWQGs at a number of sites, overall, the
water quality measurements obtained between 27 and 28 April 2017 were within historical limits,
and did not indicate anything unusual occurring in terms of physico-chemical parameters at the
time of sampling.

Table 2: Total suspended solid and in situ results from sampling compared to Queensland Water
Quality Guideline (EHP 2009)

Date and time Temperature pH range Dissolved Electrical Total
(°C) oxygen (% conductivity | Suspended
saturation (mSicm) | Solids
range) (mglL)
e elc | 7.0-84 70-100 N/A 25 |
Upper [
Estuarine
Central Coast |
Region
CV-DS1-0417 27/04/2017 9:10 29.60 7.5% 101.7 6.821 44
28/04/2017 12:15 | 14
| CV-BG-0417 27/04/2017 11:40 29.09 8.77 ‘ 112.0 4.987 <5
| CV-ODS-0417 | 27/04/2017 12:50 28.90 7.92 ' 103.7 575 12
‘ CV-SC-0417 | 27/04/2017 15:00 29.71 8.28 101.8 0.962 25
i CV-BO-0417 ; 28/04/2017 8:15 23.80 8.92 113.2 4.621 6 ;
| CV-EB-0417 i 28/04/2017 9:30 28.87 | 0.55 5 136.3 5.024 7
; CV-PS2-0417 \ 28/04/2017 10:15 24.22 ] 8.44 % 135.2 4.311 36

8 Conclusion

Based onthe available results, coal fines do not appear to have caused widespread impacts in the
wetland. There was évidence of coal fines on the surface of the muddy substrate and base of the
vegetation in a relativelyysmall area in the vicinity of the licensed discharge point. It is likely that the
impacts from the stormwater discharge were mitigated by the large amount of water flowing
through the wetland. Nonetheless, further assessment is warranted to more accurately delineate
the\area potentially impacted downstream of the licensed discharge point, and to monitor the
response of the wetland to the authorised discharge.
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Department of Environment and Heritage Protection

Notice

Environmental Protection Act 1994

Notice of decision - Temporary emissions licence

This statutory notice is issued by the administering authorily pursuant to section 357.J of the Environmental Protection Act
1994, to advise you of a decisfon or action

Abbot Point Bulkcoal Pty Ltd
Level 25, 10 Eagle Street,
Brishane QLD 4000

Attention: Lorna Lockhart
Email: Lorna.Lockhart@APT1.com.au

Your reference: EPPR00577113
Our reference: 223431 / ENEL07198317

Amendment by agreement of a temporary emissions licenée for the Abbot Point Bulk Coal Terminal (T1)
The administering authority has amended the temporary emissions licence (TEL) with your agreement.

This TEL commences on 27 March 2017 and ends.on 30 March 2017 inelusive.

This TEL overrides the following conditions of €nvironmental authority’» EPPR00577113:

o Condition F1: A discharge to watet/s may anly occur frém discharge location W1 and W2 if it meets the
quality criteria in Table 2 — Cotaminantrelease limits to water.

e Condition F2: Contaminants.otherthan settledftreated stormwater runoff waters must not be released
from the site to surfacé walers or the bed or bank of surface waters unless otherwise authorised by this
approval.

All conditions of environmental authority EPPR00577113 (EA) continue to apply for the duration of this TEL,
with the exception of conditions F1 and F2 and associated Table 2, which are temporarily replaced by:

« Condifion TEL1: A discharge to water/s may occur from discharge locations W1 and W2 if it meets the
water quality. criteria in Table TEL1 - Contaminant release limits to water.

TableTEL1 — Contaminant release limits to water

Monitoring Quality : Monitoring
location characteristic L Wax frequency
S
= ”Spﬁ;':ed s 100mg/L
(E611876.19, - P
N7800108.34), oH 6 9 practicable and
w2 safe during the
(E612781.48 Electrical release
iy - - 7000uS/cm
N7801060.72) conductivity

DOH Ik T RO o
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Notice
Decision notice regarding a temporary emissions licence

e Condition TEL2: Contaminants are permitted to be released from W1 and W2 to surface waters'or the
bed or bank of surface waters between 8:00pm 27 March 2017 to midnight 30 March 2017.

bbot Point Bulk Coal Licence Discharge Locations

Wi Discharge Polnt from the Secondary Settlement Pond

W2 Sample Plant Water Drain

W3 Land adjacent to the Surge Bin sediment sump

W4 Land adjacent to the Main Sub Station sediment sump

W6 OutNow from the oll/water separator from motor vehicla workshap
w7 Outflow from the final holding tank of the sewage treatmentplant

Figure 1: Contaminant Release Point — W1 and W2 for this TEL.
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Notice
Decision notice regarding a temporary emissions licence

Definitions
The following definitions apply to conditions of this TEL:
e EA means environmental authority EPPR00577113.

= TEL holder means the holder of environmental authority EPPR00577113.

Grounds for the Decision

The administering authority has made this decision in accordance with section 357J of the Environme
Protaction Act 1994.

Should you have any queries in relation to this notice, please contact Sophie xv one (07) 4987
9344,

/

Signature Date

Kate Bennink
Department of Environment and Heritage P tion
Delegate of the administering authority ent of Environment and Heritage
Environmental Protection Act 1994

O Box 3028
MERALD QLD 4720
Phone: (07) 4987 9320
Email: CRMining@ehp.qld.gov.au
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Attachment 2 — Images of Caley Valley wetlands, 27-
28 April, 2017.
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CV-DS1-0417
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CV-0DS-0417
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CV-BG-0417
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CV-EB-0417
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CV-B0O-0417
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CV-PS2-0417
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CV-SC-0417
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Attachment 3 - Coal residues in sediment —
methodology and results.
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Phone 4617 33656123
Email ugmp@uq.edu.au
Web ww.ugmp.com

Lvl 5 Advanced Engineering Bldg 49
Staff House Road
The University of Queenstand

(& :'?
UQ Materials Performance ' t\wia ¥ 4072 hstiaia
Materials engineeriag consultancy, expert opiion, evaluation and research A registered business of Uniuest Ply Uimited (ABN 19010 529 898)

LABORATORY REPORT
Subject: EXAMINATION OF SLUDGE DEPOSITS BY BY STEREOMICROSCOPY AND
SCANNING ELECTRON MICROSCOPY

uQmprP C03136.04

Project No.

Prepared Suzanne Vardy and Kate Delaney, DSITI and EHP

for:

Prepared Fiona Jones

By:

Date: 18" May 2017

Sample Client Sample ldentification# uaQmp #

Description: .
1 CV-DSI-0417 U@MP # 14907
2 CV-BG-0417 UQMP # 14908
3 CV-0ODS-0417 UQMP # 14909
4 CV-52-0417 UQMP # 14910
5 CV-SC-0417 UQMP # 14911
6 CV-BO-0417 UQMP # 14912
7 CV-EB-0417 UQMP # 14913
8 CV-PS2-0417 UQMP # 14914

#Method Intetnal UQMP method.

Ref:

DOH-DE711 &04%5-661" " g
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Report for: DSITI and EHP
Re: EXAMINATION OF SLUDGE DEPOSITS BY BY

STEREOMICROSCOPY AND SCANNING ELECTRON ’
MICROSCOPY

1. SAMPLES AND METHODS

1.1 Samples Preparation

The samples were supplied as sediments in glass jars, consisting of solids and semi solids in a
range of volumes from approximately 120 mL to 200 mL in each jar. The contents of the jars
were emptied into a large beaker, large stringy plant debris was removed before ‘mixing,
demineralised water was added to allow the solids to de-clump and mix to a smooth homogenous
slurry.

Three sub samples were created from each slurry for further examination, this was'@ssential due
to fine clay particles present: A plastic pasture pipette was used to draw in the slurry on occasion
extraneous vegetation would prevent the slurry from flowing into thépipette this was removed
and returned to the sample.

Sub sample 1. A few drops of the slurry were placed directly onto a cellulése filter. The final
sub-sample defined as Sludge Overall or Sludge OA.

Sub sample 2. Consists of a few drops of the slurry filtered thfough a 500-micron filter onto a
cellulose membrane under vacuum, the suspended fines pipetted off and retained. This sub-
sample is defined as Intermediate.

Sub sample 3. This sample contains a few drops of the fines removed from Sub sample 2 and
placed onto a cellulose membrane.

All aliquots of the samples were gbllected whilst mixing to ensure homogeneity was maintained.
The sub-sample created in this process was defined as fines.

The particles retained onthe 500-micron filtetavere not examined, however are retained for
future reference if required.

1.2 Stereo Microscope Examination
The samples were initially@xamined by stereomicroscopy, using a Nikon SMZ25 stereo
microscope at magnificationsiup to 100x.

2. SCANNING ELECTRON MICROSCOPY

A pértion of each sample filter was excised and placed onto a conductive carbon tape for SEM
examination. The samples were examined and analysed using a JEOL 6460LA scanning electron
microscope (SEM). The SEM was operated at 20 kV in back-scattered electron composition
contrast (BSE) imaging modes. In BSE images the contrast is influenced by the chemical
composition (Specifically the average atomic number, Z) of the material being imaged. Dark
regions represent low average atomic number (light elements) and bright regions represent high
average Z (heavy elements).

Regions of interest were chemically analysed by energy dispersive X-ray spectroscopy (EDS).

EDS can be used to identify the chemical elements present and in some cases to provide

approximate stoichiometric ratios. However, EDS is only semi-quantitative, especially when

analysing small particles, for the following reasons:

e The significant size of the analysis volume (typically around 3 pm) and hence the difficulty
of eliminating interference from surroundings;

e Contamination by carbon on the specimen surface and within the SEM vacuum chamber;
e The inherent sensitivity limits of the instrumentation.

DOH-DL771 814%5-6G'7 Page 1
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Report for: DSIT! and EHP
Re: EXAMINATION OF SLUDGE DEPOSITS BY BY

STEREOMICROSCOPY AND SCANNING ELECTRON [
MICROSCOPY > -

3. RESULTS

Deposit presented as coarse grains to very fine grains and mixtures of both, typically rounded
weathered particles. Most particles were very small clay particles < 2 ym. Coal was detected
in all samples examined with most of the samples displaying trace levels. Trace level isdefined
as < 1 % or less than 1 particle in 100. One sample presented with 10% coal, CV-DSI-0417,
UQMP # 14907 whilst two samples CV-ODS-0417, UQMP # 14909 and CV-S2-0417, UQMP#
14910 contained 2 % coal. The major particle type in all deposit was aluminosilicate based
mineral dust. Marine biological debris was noted in traces amounts within the/samples mostly
as algae, occassionaly diatoms, as the primary focus was to determine the presence.or
absence of coal particles, little attention was payed to identification and analysiss

All sub samples were examined including the Sludge Overall, Intermediate and Fines. _Some of
the data for CV-DSI-0417, UQMP #14907 is included in the Appendix.C andidemonstrates the
typical particle types observed in the deposits examined The data for the remainifig-samples is
available on request, a summary table of the combined micfoscopy is presented in this
document.

Appendix A attached presents the table of results of the.combined microseopy observations.
Appendix B presents colour picture micrographs of the steréemicroseopy images.

Appendix C displays the lllustrative SEM photomicrographs and spectra taken of an overall area
of the deposit. The SEM photomicrographs were taken with Back Scattered Electron (BSE)
imaging, in which average atomic ndmber is roughlypproportional to brightness. For example,
coal particles appear darker thaniliceous mineral dust'and biological particles somewhat
darker again.

Spectral data generated mias placed in tables with weight % converted to Major, Minor and
Trace.
Reported as follows;

¢ Major >5 Weight%

e Minor 5 to 1 Weight %

e Trace<1%

A colodrrange Was used as a visual guide in the three sectors Major, Minor and Trace, with
colelirs appearing more intense as the weight percentage increases.

SEMIEDS weight % are not reported directly due to the semi-quantitative nature of the
technigue.

Signed for and on behalf of UQ Materials Performance

Fiona Jones

DOH-DE 7 &54%5-661°* Page 1
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TERMS OF REPORT

UQ Materials Performance is a registered business of UniQuest Pty Limited. The employees and University of
Queensland staff and consultants operating with UniQuest will make all reasonable efforts to ensure an aceurate
understanding of client requirements. The information in reports is based on that understanding, and(UniQuest
strives to be accurate in its advice and to engage suitably qualified consultants with requisite skills of the highest
order.

This report has been prepared on the basis of information and data available at the date of publication and.is
prepared solely for the use of the individual or company to whom it is addressed. UniQuest does not giarantce or
warrant the accuracy, reliability, completeness or currency of the information in this report norits usefulness in
achieving any purpose. The recipients of this report are responsible for assessing the relevance and accuracy of the
content of this report. UniQuest will not be liable for any loss, damage, cost or expenseincurred or arising@ut of
or in connection with any unauthorised use of the report.

While all reasonable care will be taken in the preparation of deports, all information, assumptions, and
recommendations therein are published, given, made, or expressed@n the basisithat:

(a) Any liability of any nature which would otherwise exist ar arisefin any circumhstances by reference to any
part or any omission from this report is excluded to the maximum extent pérmitted by law;

(b) Any liability which is unable to be excluded is limited to the minimuin sum permitted by law;
(c) These provisions bind any person whd refers to, or relics upong@all or any part of a report; and
(d) These provisions apply in favour®f UniQuest and its direetors, employees, servants, agents and consultants.

The client shall indemnify UniQuest and its diréetors, empl@yees, servants, agents, consultants, successors in title
and assigns against any claim mad&@against any or all of thém by third parties arising out of the disclosure of reports,
whether directly or indirectlyyto a third party.

A laboratory certificate,‘statement, of report may not be published except in full, unless permission for publication
of an approved abstract has been ebtained, inwriting from the Managing Director of UniQuest.

Samples will be destroyed within 30 days unless collected by the client, or alternative arrangements have been
agreed to by UniQuest.

) S NSty Centre for Microscopy and Microanalysis
SR, OF QUEENSLA

The author aeknowledges the facilities, and the scientific and technical assistance, of the Australian Microscopy &
Microanalysis Research Facility at the Centre for Microscopy and Microanalysis, The University of Queensland

UQMP File Reference: C03136.04 Page 18
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Melanie Pilgrim

From: LOWE Trinity <Trinity.Lowe@ehp.qld.gov.au>
Sent: Tuesday, 15 August 2017 4:14 PM
To: ESR; Alison Brown; ANDERSON Katherine; Benton Wecker; Danielle Cohen;

ELLWOOD Dean; DLO EHP; Media EHP/NPSR; Erin Fentiman; ESR; REEVES Jim;
Katharine Wright; MCMAIN Lisa; Naomi van Brug; SENGERS Nathalie; STE
Steven Miles; STRYBOS Stacey

Cc: BROWN Glen; CARLOS Reuben; CONNOR Andrew; GOLDSWORTHY
FOMIATTI MINNESMA Ingrid; LENZ Anne; LINO Starsky; SULLIVA
VENZ Mark

Subject: UPDATED ESR Alert - Penalty Infringement Notice (PIN) iss
Coal Pty Ltd — Stormwater Release.

Afternoon All

Please see the below update:
e On 14 August 2017, APBC has notified the department of its election to ~®1
e The department has no intention to withdraw the PIN.

Thanks & Cheers

Trin

Trinity Lowe

Executive Officer
Office of the Deputy Director Gene
Environmental Services and Re
Department of Environment

Queesland
Government

|

Level 7 400 George

From: LOWE Trinity On Behalf Of ES

edia ; Erin Fentiman ; ESR ; Jim Reeves ; Katharine Wright ; MCMAIN Lisa ; Naomi
ELE Mary ; Steven Miles ; STRYBOS Stacey

Release.

ATEGORY:
nforcement Activity.

ALERT NAME:
e Penalty Infringement Notice (PIN) issued to Abbot Point Bulk Coal Pty Ltd — Stormwater Release. (UPDATED)

CUSTOMER DETAILS:
e Abbot Point Bulk Coal Pty Ltd.
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e Abbot Point Coal Terminal, Bowen, Lot 48 on SP243724, Lot 49 on SP243724, Lot 50 on SP243721, Lot 51 on
SP243721, Lot 52 on SP243721, Lot 3 on SP227557, Lot 4 on SP227557, Lot 58 on SP240224 and Lot 49 on
SP185904.

e Contact: Dwayne Freeman — Chief Executive Officer, Abbot Point Operations Pty Ltd.

e Environmental Authority (EA) EPPRO0577113.

e Temporary Emissions Licence (TEL) ENELO7198317.

e PIN number 200000040442385

SUMMARY OF ISSUE/S:

e On 20 July 2017, the Manager Compliance (Coal) issued a penalty infringement naotice (PIN) for the amgdunt of
$12,190.00 to Abbot Point Bulk Coal Pty Ltd (APBC), for an alleged breach of section 357kef the
Environmental Protection Act 1994 regarding non-compliance with a TEL.

e The non-compliance was identified on 6 April 2017, when APBC advised the department that a stermwater
release which occurred from release point W2 during rainfall associated with Tropical€yclone Debbie was
not in compliance with conditions of the TEL or EA. APBC reported a release with a Total Suspended Solids
(TSS) concentration of 806mg/L. The TEL release limit was 100mg/L.

e The department contacted APBC on 20 July 2017, to advise of the issue ofa PIN for nen-compliance with the
TEL.

e On31July 2017, APBC made written representation to the department, requesting that the PIN be
withdrawn on the basis that there is insufficient evidence 10 supportdthe department’s allegation that the
stormwater release from release point W2 was conveyed to,“waters” (Dingo Beach).

e APBC has until 17 August 2017, in which to elect to have the matter heardfin Court.

e The department is also considering issue of an administrative toghin relation to the investigation underway
into potential impacts to the Caley Valley Wetlands located adjacent to the Abbot Point Coal Terminal.

e The administrative tool, such as a statutory‘notice enstatutory otder, may be issued by the department to
secure compliance with obligations undérthe EnvironmentalProtection Act 1994. The tool would likely
require APBC to consider impacts associated with stormwater releases from the site to the Caley Valley
Wetlands and the site’s long term water management plan, including any opportunities for infrastructure
improvements.

POTENTIAL IMPACTS / RISKS:
e APBC has indicated previously in discussions with the department that the company is likely to contest any
PIN in Court.
e There is potential for APBC to make representations at senior departmental or ministerial level regarding
the issue of the PIN.
e APBC has until 17 August 2017, in which to elect to have the matter heard in Court.

DEPARTMENT ACTIONS:
[HISTORICAL ACTIONS]
e APBC applied for a TEL on 27 March 2017, in response to the forecast of heavy rainfall associated with Tropical
Cyelone Debbie and the potential for non-compliance with stormwater release limits.
oOn 27 March 2017 (the same day) a TEL was issued to APBC, temporarily authorising elevated Total Suspended
Solids (TSS) limits on stormwater released from release point W1 into the Caley Valley Wetlands.
e The TEL increased the TSS limit from the EA authorised limit of 30 mg/L to 100 mg/L.
e On 28 March 2017, the TEL was amended by agreement authorising the same elevated TSS limits on
releases from release point W2.
e The TEL remained in force until 30 March 2017.
e On 6 April 2017, APBC advised the department that a stormwater release which occurred from release point
W2 during rainfall associated with Tropical Cyclone Debbie was not in compliance with conditions of the TEL
or EA.
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e Release point W2 is a licensed stormwater discharge sump located on the northern side of the terminal and
does not report to the Caley Valley Wetlands. APBC reported a release with a TSS concentration of 806mg/L.
The TEL release limit was 100mg/L.

e In preparation for the weather event, APBC installed a back-up pump in addition to the in situ pump
installed at release point W2. APBC has advised that rain associated with Tropical Cyclone Debbie exceeded
the capacity of hoth the in situ pump and the back-up pump.

e Aseries of rock traps are installed off-site from release point W2. Observations made by departmental
officers indicated coal-laden water had passed through the first two sediment traps, however no
were observed in the third sediment trap.

e A pre-enforcement letter was sent to APBC on Monday 22 May 2017, inviting the EA holder,
representations as to why enforcement action should not be taken for non-compliances with
of the TEL.

e APBC provided a response to the pre-enforcement letter on 7 June 2017.

e The department reviewed APBC's response to the pre-enforcement letter and a recom

one (1) PIN for non-compliance with a TEL condition was escalated to the Manage iance (Coal) on
Thursday 22 June 2017.
[PLANNED ACTIONS]
e The department is currently engaging with the Department o ion Technology and
Innovation (DSITI) and has requested assistance with dev riate requirements for inclusion

lley Wetlands.
ents of the administrative tool

within any administrative tool to be issued in relation to
e The department is currently engaging with APBC regarding
and the timeframes involved.
e The department will respond to APBC's corres ence dated 31 017 advising of the intention not to
withdraw the PIN issued on 20 July 2017.

KEY COMMUNICATION MESSAGES:

This email i

If furtheradvice tion is required, it will be communicated via normal channels such as a briefing note.

Trinity Lowe

Executive Officer

Office of the Deputy Director General
Environmental Services and Regulation Division
Department of Environment and Heritage Protection

WO T (L

Queensland
Government

p
Level 7 400 George St Brisbane
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The information in this email together with any attachments is intended only for the person or entity to which it is
addressed and may contain confidential and/or privileged material. There is no waiver of any
confidentiality/privilege by your inadvertent receipt of this material.

Any form of review, disclosure, modification, distribution and/or publication of this email message is pr
unless as a necessary part of Departmental business.

If you have received this message in error, you are asked to inform the sender as quickly as possibl
message and any copies of this message from your computer and/or your computer system network.

N\
&
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Melanie Pilgrim

From:

Sent:
To:

Cc:

Subject:

ALERT CATEGORY:

e Enforcement Activity.

ALERT NAME:

LOWE Trinity <Trinity.Lowe@ehp.gld.gov.au> on behalf of ESR
<ESR@ehp.gld.gov.au>

Tuesday, 1 August 2017 2:55 PM

Alison Brown; ANDERSON Katherine; Benton Wecker; Danielle Cohen; ELLWOOD
Dean; DLO EHP; Media EHP/NPSR; Erin Fentiman; ESR; REEVES Jim; Katharine
Wright; MCMAIN Lisa; Naomi van Brug; SENGERS Nathalie; STEELE Mary; Steven
Miles; STRYBOS Stacey

BROWN Glen; CARLOS Reuben; CONNOR Andrew; GOLDSWORTHY Stephen;
FOMIATTI MINNESMA Ingrid; LENZ Anne; LINO Starsky; SULLIVAN Scott(EHP);
VENZ Mark

UPDATED ESR Alert - Penalty Infringement Notice (PIN) issued to Abbot Point Bulk
Coal Pty Ltd — Stormwater Release.

e Penalty Infringement Notice (PIN) issued to Abbot Point Bulk €oal Pty'Ltd — Stormwater Release. (UPDATED)

CUSTOMER DETAILS:

e Abbot Point Bulk Coal Pty Ltd.
e Abbot Point Coal Terminal, Bowen, Lot 48 ol SP243724, Lot 49 onSP243724, Lot 50 on SP243721, Lot 51 on
SP243721, Lot 52 on SP243721, Lot 3 an SP227557, Lot 40nSP227557, Lot 58 on SP240224 and Lot 49 on

SP185904.

e Contact: Dwayne Freeman — Chief Executive Officer, Abbot Point Operations Pty Ltd.
e Environmental Authority (EAJEPPRO0577113.

e Temporary Emissions Licence (TEL) ENELO7198317.

e PIN number 200000040442385

SUMMARY OF ISSUE/S:

e On 20 July 2017, the.Manager Compliance (Coal) issued a penalty infringement notice (PIN) for the amount of
$12,190.00 to Abbet\Point Bulk Coal Pty Ltd (APBC), for an alleged breach of section 3571 of the
Envifenmental Protection Act 1994 regarding non-compliance with a TEL.

e The non-c@mpliance was identified on 6 April 2017, when APBC advised the department that a stormwater
release which occurred from release point W2 during rainfall associated with Tropical Cyclone Debbie was
not in complianee with conditions of the TEL or EA. APBC reported a release with a Total Suspended Solids
(TSS) concentration of 806mg/L. The TEL release limit was 100mg/L.

e _The'department contacted APBC on 20 July 2017, to advise of the issue of a PIN for non-compliance with the

TEL.

e ,.0n 31 July 2017, APBC made written representation to the department, requesting that the PIN be
withdrawn on the basis that there is insufficient evidence to support the department’s allegation that the
stormwater release from release point W2 was conveyed to “waters” (Dingo Beach).

e APBC has until 17 August 2017, in which to elect to have the matter heard in Court.

e The department is also considering issue of an administrative tool in relation to the investigation underway
into potential impacts to the Caley Valley Wetlands located adjacent to the Abbot Point Coal Terminal.

e The administrative tool, such as a statutory notice or statutory order, may be issued by the department to
secure compliance with obligations under the Environmental Protection Act 1994. The tool would likely
require APBC to consider impacts associated with stormwater releases from the site to the Caley Valley
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Wetlands and the site’s long term water management plan, including any opportunities for infrastructure
improvements.

POTENTIAL IMPACTS / RISKS:

APBC has indicated previously in discussions with the department that the company is likely to contest any
PIN in Court.

There is potential for APBC to make representations at senior departmental or ministerial level regarding
the issue of the PIN.

APBC has until 17 August 2017, in which to elect to have the matter heard in Court.

DEPARTMENT ACTIONS:
[HISTORICAL ACTIONS]
» APBC applied for a TEL on 27 March 2017, in response to the forecast of heavy rainfall associated with Tropical

Cyclone Debbie and the potential for non-compliance with stormwater release limits.

e On 27 March 2017 (the same day) a TEL was issued to APBC, temporarily authorising elevated Tatal Suspended

Solids (TSS) limits on stormwater released from release point W1 into the CaleyMalley Wetlands.
The TEL increased the TSS limit from the EA authorised limit of 30 mg/L to 200 mg/L.

On 28 March 2017, the TEL was amended by agreement authorising the same@levated TSS limits on
releases from release point W2.

e The TEL remained in force until 30 March 2017.

On 6 April 2017, APBC advised the department that a stormwatef release which occurred from release point
W2 during rainfall associated with Tropical Cyclone Debbie was not in cofpliance with conditions of the TEL
or EA.

Release point W2 is a licensed stormwater discharge sump located on the northern side of the terminal and
does not report to the Caley Valley Wetlafids. APBC téported afelease with a TSS concentration of 806mg/L.
The TEL release limit was 100mg/L.

In preparation for the weather everit, APBC inStalled a back-up pump in addition to the in situ pump
installed at release point W2. APBC has ad¥ised that s@in associated with Tropical Cyclone Debbie exceeded
the capacity of both the in sitli pump and the back‘up pump.

A series of rock traps arednstalled off-site from‘elease point W2. Observations made by departmental
officers indicated coal4aden watef had passed through the first two sediment traps, however no coal fines
were observed in the third sediment trap.

A pre-enforcement letter was sent to APBC on Monday 22 May 2017, inviting the EA holder to make
representati@ns.as to why enforeeément action should not be taken for non-compliances with the conditions
of the TELL

APBCrovided a response to the pre-enforcement letter on 7 June 2017.

Thé department reviewed APBC's response to the pre-enforcement letter and a recommendation to issue
one (1) PIN for non-compliance with a TEL condition was escalated to the Manager Compliance (Coal) on
Thursday 22 Juhe 2017.

[PLANNED ACTIONS]

The department is currently engaging with the Department of Science, Information Technology and
Innovation (DSITI) and has requested assistance with developing appropriate requirements for inclusion
within any administrative tool to be issued in relation to impacts on the Caley Valley Wetlands.

The department is currently engaging with APBC regarding the likely requirements of the administrative tool
and the timeframes involved.

The department will respond to APBC’s correspondence dated 31 July 2017 advising of the intention not to
withdraw the PIN issued on 20 July 2017.

KEY COMMUNICATION MESSAGES:
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e The issue of a PIN is an appropriate and proportionate enforcement action given the nature of the alleged
offence and is consistent with the department’s Enforcement Guidelines.

CONTACT DETAILS:
e Name: Reuben Carlos, Executive Director, Coal and Central Queensland Compliance.

e Phone number:_

e Division: Environmental Services and Regulation.

This email is an updated alert in respect of this matter.
If further advice or action is required, it will be communicated via normal channels such as a briefi

END

Trinity Lowe

Executive Officer

Office of the Deputy Director General
Environmental Services and Regulation Division
Department of Environment and Heritage Protection

| S DT

Queensland pltelevant

Government

Level 7 400 George St Brishane

The information in this email toge s is intended only for the person or entity to which it is
addressed and may contain conf d material. There is no waiver of any
confidentiality/privilege by you of this material.

Any form of review, disclosure, mo ation, distribution and/or publication of this email message is prohibited,
unless as a necessary part of Depart al business.

If you have received essage in error, you are asked to inform the sender as quickly as possible and delete this

message and a pie is message from your computer and/or your computer system network.
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Melanie Pilgrim

=== == = =]
From: CARLOS Reuben <Reuben.Carlos@ehp.qld.gov.au>
Sent: Wednesday, 26 April 2017 6:39 PM
To: Danielle Cohen; ELLWOOD Dean
Cc: FRANKISH John; DELANEY Kate; PINN Louise; MUNRO Rebecca; STEWART Alisha;
WELLS Melissa
Subject: Sampling Results Abbot Point- Caley Valley Wetland - Sediment results due date

COB Friday 5 May

Danielle

As discussed we were informed today that the sediment samples taken at Caley Valley Wetlandsen 11 April 2017
will be available by COB on Friday 5 May. Based on current service delivery standards | think'we should budget on
receiving them on Monday 8 May as we are likely to receive results right on 5pmder later) on Friday 5 May or on
Monday 8 May. The delay in providing the results is due to additional sampling methedelogy processes.

Explanation from ALS

Due to the samples being wet, the water had to be removed in a manber that prevents any of the solid material
from being lost. In the normal run of things, it takes about a weekdfor us to gét'this kind of sample back from the
preparation technicians. Once the sample arrives in the petrographylab, e mount the sample in a slow curing resin
(necessary for this kind of sample). This can take a couple of days to set before it.i§ ready for polishing. The polished
samples can then be analysed under the microscope.

Cheers
Reuben

The information in this email together with any. attachments is.intended only for the person or entity to which it is
addressed and may contain confidential and/or pfivileged material. There is no waiver of any
confidentiality/privilege by your inadvertent receiptief this material.

Any form of review, disclosure, miedification, distribution and/or publication of this email message is prohibited,
unless as a necessary part of Departmental business.

If you have received this message inerfor, you are asked to inform the sender as quickly as possible and delete this
message and any copies of this message from your computer and/or your computer system network.
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Melanie Pilgrim

— —— R

Sent: Thursday, 15 June 2017 3:35 PM

To: Rebecca Coulter

Cc: Danielle Cohen

Subject: Re: Meeting request with the Minister- AMCS

Hi thanks for letting me know. Danielle if you are in brisbane would be great to catch up while Imogeniis her

otherwise we can chat on phone at some point.

On Thursday, June 15, 2017, Rebecca Coulter <Rebecca.Coulter@ministerial.qld.gov.au> te:
Hi Lissa

Thanks for getting in touch.

Unfortunately Minister Miles is travelling all of next week and the majérity of the after.

Apologies for not being able to secure a time.

Many thanks

Rebecca Coulter

Executive Assistant/Offic

o Office of the Hon Dr Ste

Queensland
Government

Minister for En

Minister for National Parks and

Hi Rebecca and Danielle,

Apologies for late notice but wondering if Minister Miles was available anytime on Monday for a meeting to discuss
the Abbot Point wetland breach, temporary emission licences and NAIF.

The meeting would be with myself and Imogen Zethoven - Reef campaign director.
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Best wishes

Lissa

Please note | work part time Monday/Tuesday/Thursday

Dr Lissa Schindler

Senior Reef Campaigner
Australian Marine Conservation Society
p: 07 3846 6777

f: 073846 6788

a: PO Box 5815 West End QLD 4101
w: www.marineconservation.org.au e:

- Help protect our ocean wildlife. Become a Sea Guardian today.

Join us on Facebook and follow us on Twitter.
This email, together with any attachments, is intended e named recipient(s) only; and may contain privileged
and confidential information. If received in err
delete this email and any copies of this fro

~ If not an intended recipient of this email, yo stribute or take any action(s) that relies on it; any
form of disclosure, modification, dis i

Unless stated otherwise, this nts only the views of the sender and not the views of the Queensland
Government.

Please consider the gnvironment beforéprinting this email.

rt time Monday/Tuesday/Thursday

Dr Lissa Schindler

Senior Reef Campaigner

listralian Marine Conservation Society
p: 07 3846 6777

f: 07 3846 6788

a: PO Box 5815 West End QLD 4101

w: www.marineconservation.org.au e:

"+

Help protect our ocean wildlife. Become a Sea Guardian today.
Join us on Facebook and follow us on Twitter.
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Melanie Pilgrim

From: Rebecca Coulter

Sent: Thursday, 15 June 2017 2:11 PM

To: Lissa Schindler

Cc: Danielle Cohen

Subject: RE: Meeting request with the Minister- AMCS
Hi Lissa

Thanks for getting in touch.

Unfortunately Minister Miles is travelling all of next week and the majority of the week a

Apologies for not being able to secure a time.

Many thanks

Rebecca Coulter

Executive Assistant/Office Manager

Office of the Hon Dr Steven Miles

Minister for Environment & Heritage Protection
Minister for National Parks and the Great Barrier Reef

L AUDAX AT FIOTLLs )

Queensland  ATEEEI N
Government 1 William Street Brishane QLD 4000

GPO Box 2454 Brisbane QLD 4001

From: Lissa Schindler [mailto
Sent: Thursday, 15 June 2017 10;
To: Rebecca Coulter
Cc: Danielle Cohen

Subject: Meeting request with the ter- AMCS

Hi Rebecca and Pan

ondering if Minister Miles was available anytime on Monday for a meeting
d breach, temporary emission licences and NAIF.

ith myself and Imogen Zethoven - Reef campaign director.

-

Please note I work part time Monday/Tuesday/Thursday
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Dr Lissa Schindler

Senior Reef Campaigner

Australian Marine Conservation Society
p: 07 3846 6777

f: 07 3846 6788

a: PO Box 5815 West End QLD 4101

w: www.marineconservation.org.au e:

Help protect our ocean wildlife. Become a Sea Guardian today.
Join us on Facebook and follow us on Twitter.

N\
&
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Melanie Pilgrim

From: Naomi van Brug

Sent: Tuesday, 4 July 2017 2:09 PM

To: External - Mulgrave Electorate Office

Subject: RE: Letter from Hon Curtis Pitt

Hi Rebecca

The Department of Environment and Heritage Protection (EHP) advises Adani Abbot Point Bulk rised

to release water under a temporary emissions licence, from 27 to 30 March, to assist with si
during and after ex-Tropical Cyclone Debbie.

The temporary licence authorised sediment releases of up to 100 milligrams per litre. Adan
Caley Valley wetlands indicated that the release into that environment was withifithe temporary lice

EHP was advised that none of the water from the second release point reached t

Kind regards

_ Naomi van Brug
Queensland Assistant Advisor / Cauc
Government  Office of the Hon Dr

Hi Naomi

| initially sent this to Helena at Minister Lynham’s office — but she has redirected me to Minister Miles...
Would you mind providing me with some advice for the following constituent enquiry, please?

I wold like to know what the government is asking Adani to do to remediate the wetland adjacent to Abbot
Point coal terminal, which was damaged by flooding and coal dust after the cyclone this year.
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Kind regards

Rebecca Spencer

Office of Curtis Pitt MP
Member for Mulgrave

p iU

E mulgrave@parliament.gld.gov.au
94-96 Norman Street

PO Box 314
Gordonvale Q 4865

www.curtispitt.com.au

FromPosondwomaten

Sent: Thursday, 25 May 2017 9:08 PM

To: Mulgrave Electorate Office <mulgrave@parliament.qld.gov.au>
Subject: Re: Letter from Hon Curtis Pitt

Good evening Rebecca,
I think our emails crossed earlier.

Thank you for forwarding this response to my letter. I will rea ifks. However [ would like to
assert that there has been a rethink of the 2050 Reef plan by the adyi ependent Expert Panel released
May 5th and published in the Age, on 21st May, age, which s a dramatic rethink of the
existing policy.
Chaired by Professor lan Chubb, it recomm i n emissions be central to this strategy.

- assistance in conveying my messages.

25 May 2017, at 2:52 PM, Mulgrave Electorate Office
<mulgrave@parliament.qld.gov.au> wrote:

Good afternoon-

Curtis has provided the attached letter in response to the issues that you raised in your email.

Kind regards
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Rebecca Spencer
Office of Curtis Pitt MP
Member for Mulgrave
plEEEET
E mulgrave@parliament.qld.gov.au
94-96 Norman Street

PO Box 314

Gordonvale Q 4865
www.curtispitt.com.au

Consider the environment before you print this email.

NOTICE - This e-mail and any attachments are confidential and only for the use of the addressee.

If you have received this e-mail in error, you are strictly prohibited from using, forwarding, printin
whatsoever with it, and are requested lo reply immediately by e-mail to the sender or by telepha
7 3553 6000.

Any views expressed in this e-mail are the author's, except where the e-mail makes it
an e-mail and any attachments generated for the official functions of the Parliament
Committees or Members may constitute a contempt of the Queensland Parliame
attachments becomes the subject of any request under Right to information legi
be natified.

ve Assembly, its
ined in this e-mail and any
rliamentary Service should

Itis the addressee's responsibility to scan this message for viruses. The Parlia i warrant that the information is
free from any virus,defect or error.

Consider the environment before you print this email.

NOTICE - This e-mail and any aftachments are con ia e addressee.

rwarding, printing, copying or dealing in anyway whatsoever with it, and are

If you have received this e-mail in error, you a
Parliamentary Service on +61 7 3553 6000.

requested to reply immediately by e-mail to

Any views expressed in this e-mail are the
attachments generated for the official functio
9ontemp_t of the Queensland Parliament. If the i

arllamentary Service, the Leglslallve Assemb|y. its Committees or Members may constitute a
ation contained in this e-mail and any attachments becomes the subject of any request under Right to
Service should be notified.

ential information. If received in error, you are asked to inform the sender as quickly
is email and any copics of this from your computer system network.

stated otherwise, this email represents only the views of the sender and not the views of the
d Government.

Queen

Please consider the environment before printing this email.

Consider the environment before you print this email.

- Lhis e- 3 nis gre confidential and only for the use of the addressee.
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If you have received this e-mail in error, you are strictly prohibited from using, forwarding, printing, copying or dealing in anyway whatsoever with it, and are
requested to reply immediately by e-mail to the sender or by telephone to the Parliamentary Service on +61 7 3553 6000.

Any views expressed in this e-mail are the author's, except where the e-mail makes it clear otherwise. The unautherised publication of an e-mail and any
attachments generated for the official functions of the Parliamentary Service, the Legislative Assembly, its Committees or Members may constitute a
contempt of the Queensland Parliament. If the information contained in this e-mail and any attachments becomes the subject of any request under Right to
information legislation, the author or the Parliamentary Service should be notified.

It is the addressee's responsibility to scan this message for viruses. The Parliamentary Service does not warrant that the information is free from any
virus,defect or error.

N\
&
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Melanie Pilgrim

From: Alison Brown

Sent: Monday, 14 August 2017 1:26 PM

To: TRACEY Ben

Cc: Media EHP/NPSR; Katharine Wright; Danielle Cohen

Subject: RE: Kat/Alison - Media response for approval please - PINS issued to oth

companies besides ABPC

Good to chat before Ben. Thanks for re-sending back to us with the changes, when approved by the de ent.
Kind regards
Alison

From: TRACEY Ben [mailto:Ben.Tracey@ehp.qld.gov.au]
Sent: Monday, 14 August 2017 11:23 AM

To: Katharine Wright ; Alison Brown

Cc: Media EHP/NPSR ; STEELE Mary ; LAWRENCE Rob ; REEVES Jim ; Corr
Subject: Kat/Alison - Media response for approval please - PINS issue

ies besides ABPC

Hi Kat/Alison,
Please see below a media response for approval.

Two media outlets asked about this issue (below).

This has been approved by Dean Ellwood.

Thanks
Ben

Ben Tracey

edia response

Re: Other companies fined by EHP

Date: 14 August 2017
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Please attribute to a Department of Environment and Heritage Protection
spokesperson:

Is EHP investigating any other companies or groups, for an unauthorised
storm water release that occurred during Tropical Cyclone Debbie, other than
Abbot Point Bulk Coal Pty Ltd?

Will EHP fine any other companies or groups?

EHP has issued a Penalty Infringement Notice to three companies including APBC td
for unauthorised storm water release during TC Debbie.

EHP also issued Direction Notice's to two separate companies.

ENDS

For further media enquiries contact Media Services on (0 39 58
media@ehp.qld.gov.au.

AGENCY BACKGROUND - NOT FOR PUBLICA

details of the fine to
following Cyclone De

Can you confirm other co

Regard

From:
Sent: Friday, 11 August 2017 3:46 PM
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To: Media EHP/NPSR
Subject: Media query

Hi,

I'm following up on the media release "Abbot Point Coal fined for storm water release"
issued by EHP today.

Is EHP investigating any other companies or groups, for an unauthorised storm water rel
that occurred during Tropical Cyclone Debbie, other than Abbot Point Bulk Coal Pty

Will EHP fine any other companies or groups?

Can you please respond so [ know you have received my inquiry?

Regards,

Reporter

Proudly supporting 1 degree, A News Corp Austral

(] &

This message and its atta ay contain legally privileged or confidential information. It is intended
solely for the named addre ¢ addressee indicated in this message or responsible for delivery

n not to have been sent or endorsed by that company or any of its related entities. No
e-mail or attachments are free from computer virus or other defect.

ion in this email together with any attachments is intended only for the person
it is addressed and may contain confidential and/or privileged material.

of review, disclosure, modification, distribution and/or publication of this email
message is prohibited, unless as a necessary part of Departmental business.

you have received this message in error, you are asked to inform the sender as quickly as
possible and delete this message and any copies of this message from your computer and/or
your computer system network.
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Reporter

Proudly supporting 1 degree, A News Corp Australia initiative.

o}

This message and its attachments may contain legally privileged or confidential information. It is inte
solely for the named addressee. If you are not the addressee indicated in this message or responsible for
of the message to the addressee, you may not copy or deliver this message or its attachments to

eply e-mail.

you should permanently delete this message and its attachments and kindly notify the sender,
of the se

Any content of this message and its attachments which does not relate to the official busin,
company must be taken not to have been sent or endorsed by that company or any of'its re
warranty is made that the e-mail or attachments are free from computer virus or other defect.

N\
&
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Melanie Pilgrim

From:
Sent:
To:

Cc:
Subject:

Fine

Sent from my iPhone

Steven Miles

Monday, 14 August 2017 2:50 PM

Alison Brown

Katharine Wright; Danielle Cohen

Re: For approval - response- PINS issued to other companies besides ABPG

On 14 Aug 2017, at 2:18 pm, Alison Brown <Alison.Brown@ministerial.qld.gov.au> wrete:

Hello Minister,

Had a chat to Kat and Dan about this one, and we think it’s OK.
Would you be happy to approve the department issuing this response aboutthe other
companies (other than Adani) who were fined by EHP?

Thanks,
Alison

DOH-DL 17/18-045-001 ,

Media response

Re: Other companies fined by EHP

Date: 14 August 2017

Please attribute to a Department of Environmeént and Heritage Protection
spokesperson:

Is EHP investigatifig any other companies or groups, for an unauthorised
storm water release that occurreddduring Tropical Cyclone Debbie, other
than Abbot Point Bulk Coal Pty Ltd?

Will EHP fine any other companies or groups?

The Department of Environment and Heritage Protection (EHP) received
several media requests about storm water release at Adani and subsequently
decided to issue a statement with details.

EHP also investigated other companies for unauthorised storm water
release during TC Debbie.

EHP issued a Penalty Infringement Notice to APBC Pty Ltd, Sunland
Enterprises Pty Ltd and Yarrabee Coal Company Pty Ltd.

The department also issued a Direction Notice to Glencore Coal Company Pty
LLtd and Rockhampton Regional Council.

ENDS

For further media enquiries contact Media Services on (07) 3339 5831 or
email media@ehp.qld.gov.au.

AGENCY BACKGROUND — NOT FOR PUBLICATION

PINS

PIN6286 Sunland Enterprises Pty Ltd Issued 12/06/2017

PIN6295 Yarrabee Coal Company Pty Ltd Issued 19/07/2017

PIN6298 Abbot Point Bulkcoal Pty Ltd issued 20/07/2017

Direction Notice
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STAT1184 Glencore Coal Queensland Pty Limited (Collinsville Coal Mine)
issued 07/08/2017

20170113 Rockhampton Regional Council Issued 05/04/2017

Hi — Adani issued a release today saying Abbot Point Bulk Coal is
disappointed that Department of Environment and Heritage Protection has
released

details of the fine to media but did not detail the fine notices issued to other
parties following Cyclone Debbie.

Can you confirm other companies were fined — and if so who?

Rc|ards

Sent: Friday, 11 August 2017 3:46 PM
To: Media EHP/NPSR
Subject: Media query

Hi,

ups, for an unauthorised
ical Cyclone Debbie, other than

Is EHP investigating any.
storm water release that o
Abbot Point Bulk

Proudly supporting 1 degree, A News Corp Australia initiative.
el

jsane its attachments may contain legally privileged or confidential information.
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It is intended solely for the named addressee. If you are not the addressee indicated in this
message or responsible for delivery of the message to the addressee, you may not copy or
deliver this message or its attachments to anyone. Rather, you should permanently delete this
message and its attachments and kindly notify the sender by reply e-mail. Any content of this
message and its attachments which does not relate to the official business of the sending
company must be taken not to have been sent or endorsed by that company or any of its
related entities. No warranty is made that the e-mail or attachments are free from computer
virus or other defect.

The information in this email together with any attachments is intended only
for the person or entity to which it is addressed and may contain confidential
and/or privileged material. There is no waiver of any confidentiality/privi
by your inadvertent receipt of this material.

Any form of review, disclosure, modification, distribution and/or p
of this email message is prohibited, unless as a necessary part of De
business.

If you have received this message in error, you are asked to
as quickly as possible and delete this message and any copie
from your computer and/or your computer system network.

Reporter

related entities. No warranty is made that the e-mail or attachments are free from computer
virus or other defect.
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Melanie Pilgrim

From: Danielle Cohen

Sent: Wednesday, 31 May 2017 3:35 PM
To: LEWIS Kieran

Cc: Katharine Wright; Alison Brown
Subject: RE: Dingo Beach

Hi Kieran, what's the likely ETA for this?
Thanks
Danielle

From: LEWIS Kieran [mailto:Kieran.Lewis@ehp.qld.gov.au]
Sent: Wednesday, 31 May 2017 3:34 PM

To: Katharine Wright ; Media EHP/NPSR

Cc: Alison Brown ; Danielle Cohen

Subject: RE: Dingo Beach

We shall, thanks Kat

Kieran

From: Katharine Wright [mailto:Katharine.Wright@ministerial.qld.gov.au]

Sent: Wednesday, 31 May 2017 3:30 PM

To: LEWIS Kieran <Kieran.Lewis@ehp.gld.gov.au®; Media EHP/NPSR <Media@ehp.gld.gov.au>

Cc: Alison Brown <Alison.Brown@ministerial.dld.gov.au>; Danielle €ohen <Danielle.Cohen@ministerial.qld.gov.au>
Subject: Fwd: Dingo Beach

Hi Kieran,
This release is now approved. €an you please put out departmentally?

Thank you.

From: Alison Brown

Sent: Wednesday, 17 May 2017 5:17 PM

To: Danielle Cohen <Danielle.Cohen@ministerial.aqld.gov.au>
Subject:

Dingo Beach test results

An analysis of sediment samples taken at Dingo Beach off Abbot Point Port

' Debbie has found tr mounts of coal t
DOH-DL 1ﬁWL@ﬂ§Bbe1 ebbie has foun ailcea ounts of coal presen
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Adani Abbot Point Bulkcoal was authorised to release water from two
licensed release points under a temporary emissions licence (TEL), from 27
to 30 March.

The TEL was granted to assist with site water management during and after
Cyclone Debbie.

It authorised total suspended solids releases of up to 100 milligramsiper litre.

On 21 April, Adani Abbot Point Bulkcoal advised EHP that samples. collected
on 30 March from the release point on the northern side of the terminal
concluded that the release contained 806mg/L of se@liment.

EHP took sand samples on the beach below the release poirt on 20 April to
determine if there was coal present.

The results of the samples@howed trace amounts of coal of between one
and two percent were folnd. in the'sediment samples.

These trace dmounts would be unlikely to cause any environmental harm to
the surrounding areas

The analysis also found that naturally occurring minerals and magnetite
made up between 98 and 99 percent of the sediment samples.

Magnetite is often found in large quantities in beach sand, which is the most
likely reason for the dark colouration observed at Dingo Beach.

The investigation into the release of water and assessment of any impacts to
the Calley Valley Wetlands is ongoing.

ENDS
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Kind regards,

Alison Brown
Media Advisor
Office of the Hon. Dr Steven Miles MP

Minister for Environment and Heritage Protection

Minister for National Parks and the Great Barrier Reef

R et
1 William Street Brisbane QLD 4000

PO Box 15185 City East Qld 4002

Unless stated otherwise, this email epresents only the views of the sender and not the views of the
Queensland Gover t.

Please considér the envi ent before printing this email.

is email together with any attachments is intended only for the person or entity to
may contain confidential and/or privileged material. There is no waiver of any
l1ty/pr1v1lege by your inadvertent receipt of this material.

ew, disclosure, modification, distribution and/or publication of this email message is
bited, unless as a necessary part of Departmental business.

have received this message in error, you are asked to inform the sender as quickly as possible and

network.
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Melanie Pilgrim

From: BAKER-LOWE Andrew <Andrew.Baker-Lowe@ehp.qgld.gov.au> on behalf of DLO
EHP <DLO.EHP@ehp.qgld.gov.au>

Sent: Tuesday, 28 November 2017 3:07 PM

To: Danielle Cohen

Subject: RE: CTS 31843/17 - Abbot Point Bulk Coal matter

Thanks Dan, | have forwarded this request on to the department and have asked for a response by ay
tomorrow (or earlier if possible).

Cheers
Andrew

Andrew Baker-Lowe

Assistant Departmental Liaison Officer

Ministerial & Executive Correspondence Unit
Department of Environment and Heritage Protection

- Ja\"-n]l“- P —
g-uee"SIa“d 1 William Street, Brisbane QLD 4000
overnment GPO Box 2454, Brisbane QLD 4001

-----Original Message-----
From: Danielle Cohen [mailto:Danielle.Cohen@ministeria .gov.au]
Sent: Tuesday, 28 November 2017 2:58 PM
To: DLO EHP

Cc: ELLWOQD Dean
Subject: CTS 31843/17 - Abbot Point Bulk Coa

Hi team

he Abbot Point Bulk Coal/Caley Valley wetlands matter? At this
f the exceedance resulting in a PIN, not the environmental evaluation of the

Can you please request an urgen
stage I'm only interested in the mat
wetlands

Thanks
Dan

mail, together with any attachments, is intended for the named recipient(s) only; and may

Sent from my iPad

ded recipient of this email, you must not copy, distribute or take any action(s) that relies on it; any
of disclosure, modification, distribution and /or publication of this email is also prohibited.

Unless stated otherwise, this email represents only the views of the sender and not the views of the Queensland
Government.

Please consider the environment before printing this email.

The information in this email together with any attachments is intended only for the person or entity to which it is
addressed and may contain confidential and/or privileged material. There is no waiver of any
confidentiality/privilege by your inadvertent receipt of this material.
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Any form of review, disclosure, modification, distribution and/or publication of this email message is prohibited,
unless as a necessary part of Departmental business.

If you have received this message in error, you are asked to inform the sender as quickly as possible and delete this
message and any copies of this message from your computer and/or your computer system network.

N\
&
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Melanie Pilgrim

From: Naomi van Brug

Sent: Tuesday, 6 June 2017 9:52 AM

To: External - Stafford Electorate Office

Subject: RE: CONSTITUENT QUERY - Abbott Pt pollution

Attachments: 20170518_Adani Standard Words Final May 2017.docx; 170605 Steven MilésMP

Adani response.docx

Good morning Janet

Regarding Abbot Point, the Department of Environment and Heritage Protection (EHP) adyises it is
investigation into the Abbot Point water releases during Tropical Cyclone Debbie.

Adani Abbot Point Bulkcoal was authorised to release water under a temporary to 30

March, to assist with site water management during and after TC Debbie.

However, Adani has further advised there was a second release o
containing 806 milligrams per litre of sediment.

EHP and DSIT! have also taken in situ water
Caley Valley Wetland to determine th

environmental authorities or temporary emissions licences that
fines of up to $3.8 million if the non-compliance was wilful, or $2.7 million

Naomi van Brug
Assistant Advisor / Caucus Liaison

We aim to respond to all Caucus enquiries within 5 to 10 business days. If you require urgent advice, please let us know.

Members you can book your Parliament Caucus drop-in with Minister Miles on Tuesday 4.45pm-5.45pm, Wednesday 4pm-5pm
and Thursday 4.45pm-5.45pm. We're looking forward to it.
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From: Stafford Electorate Office [mailto:Stafford@parliament.qld.gov.au]
Sent: Tuesday, 6 June 2017 9:25 AM

To: Naomi van Brug

Subject: FW: CONSTITUENT QUERY - Abbott Pt pollution

Good morning Naomi

Please find below emails from one of Dr Lynham’s constituents. | have been advised that EHP may be abl provide

me with a response. I'd be grateful if you could have a look for me.

Thank you.

Kind regards

Janet Hackwood

Office of Hon Dr Anthony Lynham MP
STATE MEMBER FOR STAFFORD
Minister for State Development, Minister for Natural Resources and Min
Unit 207, 6 Babarra Street

Stafford Qld 4053

P: 07) 3554-8100

E: Stafford@parliament.qgld.gov.au

W: www.dranthonylynham.com.au

Facebook: www.facebook.com/dranthonylynham

NOT NOW, NOT EVER

Take up the challenge to put an end to do mestic and family violence.

#NNNEchallenge %8&‘3&’;3’:3

From: Helena La ilto:Helena.Langton@ministerial.gld.gov.au]

ally an EHP Question as it’s an environmental breach.

ford Electorate Office [mailto:Stafford @parliament.qld.gov.au]

Sent: Tuesday, 6 June 2017 9:17 AM

To: Helena Langton <Helena.Langton@ministerial.qld.gov.au>

Subject: CONSTITUENT QUERY - FW: PLEASE - NO Holiday for Royalties for Adani

Good morning Helena

Please find below a series of emails from one of Dr Lynham’s constituents, | Can you please provide

EHOBA 1 R4 8 oo

2




Thank you.
Kind regards

Janet Hackwood

Office of Hon Dr Anthony Lynham MP

STATE MEMBER FOR STAFFORD

Minister for State Development, Minister for Natural Resources and Mines
Unit 207, 6 Babarra Street

Stafford Qld 4053

P: 07) 3554-8100

E: Stafford @parliament.qld.gov.au

W: www.dranthonylynham.com.au

Facebook: www.facebook.com/dranthonylynham

NOT NOW, NOT EVER

Take up the challenge to put an end to domestic and fam!ly violence.

“6.. P d
#NNNEchallenge ke glue misland

Sent: Sunday, 4 June 2017 8:53 AM
To: Stafford Electorate Office <Stafford @par
Subject: Re: PLEASE - NO Holiday fo jes fo

Hi Janet

Jun 017 at 9:35 AM, Stafford Electorate Office <Stafford@parliament.qld.gov.au> wrote:

ring 8

Thank you for your email.
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Please be assured that your concerns will be brought to Dr Lynham’s attention when he is next in the Electorate
Office.

Kind regards

Janet Hackwood

Office of Hon Dr Anthony Lynham MP

~ STATE MEMBER FOR STAFFORD

Minister for State Development, Minister for Natural Resources and Mi

~ Unit 207, 6 Babarra Street

Stafford Qld 4053
P: 07) 3554-8100
E: Stafford@parliament.qld.gov.au

. W: www.dranthonylynham.com.au

Facebook: www.facebook.com/dranth@

NOT NOW, NOT EVER

Take up the rhallenge to pui 21 end to domestic and family violence.

-
I Erbe Queensland
#NNNEchallenge @Govmnmcnt

dnesday, 31 May 2017 6:39 PM
To: Stafford Electorate Office <Stafford@parliament.qld.gov.au>
Subject: Re: PLEASE - NO Holiday for Royalties for Adani

Thanks you for your reply.

1
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Events have moved on since my email, and 1 am please that a deal has been worked out with Adani so that
they will pay full royalties, albeit perhaps deferred.

Our family are still strongly against any support for the Adani mine to proceed, so again I was disappointed
to hear that the QId Government will facilitate the NAIF loan from the Federal Government, and I still
disapprove of any deal to subsidise or give freee access to water for Adani. If it is to be part of o ergy
future, let it stand up on its own in the Market..... and compete with other industries equally.

Yours sincerely

Minister Lynham appreciates the ti
Adani’s Carmichael mine.

As the matters you have rai
Ministerial office sdnrm@min

ar for State Development, Minister for Natural Resources and Mines
76 Babarra Street

3554-8100
ord@parliament.qgld.gov.au
W: www.dranthonylynham.com.au
Facebook: www.facebook.com/dranthonylynham

| -----Original Message-----
Ddtﬂn_ ileypyepsite(@dranthonylynham.com.au]
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' | Sent: Monday, 22 May 2017 7:38 PM
To: Stafford Electorate Office <Stafford@parliament.qld.gov.au>
Subject: PLEASE - NO Holiday for Royalties for Adani

From:
Subject: PLEASE - NO Holiday for Royalties for Adani

’ Message Body:
Dear Dr Lynham

I want to ask you to please NOT Support a holiday from royalties for the Adani Carmichael mine. It would be
sore wound.

Greenhouse gases for the next 60 years????? One action cancels out the other. It does not make a
renewables while you subsidise its main competition... Coal????? It defies economic and politica

| any of my taxes going toward propping up this industry
; Thankyou
o

This e-mail was sent from a contact form on Dr Anthony Lynham (h

Consider the environment before you print this email.

NOTICE - This e-mail and any attachments a of the addressee
If you have received this e-mail in error, yg g, forwarding, printing, copying or dealing in anyway whatsoever with it, and
are requested to reply immediately by e e to the Parliamentary Service on +61 7 3553 6000

p e e-mail makes it clear otherwise. The unauthorised publication of an e-mail and any
e Parliamen(ary Service, the Legislative Assembly, its Commiltees or Members may constitute a
ation contained in this e-mail and any altachments becomes the subject of any request under Right
ary Service should be notified.

Any views expressed in this e-mail are t
attachments generated for the official functi
|| contempt of the Queensland Parliament. If the
to information legislation, the author or the Parlia

Itis the addressee's to scan this message for viruses. The Parliamentary Service does not warrant that the information is free from any

virus,defect or err

ironment before you print this email.
- This e-mail and any altachments are confidential and only for the use of the addressee.

e received this e-mail in error, you are strictly prohibited from using, forwarding, printing, copying or dealing in anyway whatsoever with it, and are
o reply immediately by e-mail to the sender or by lelephone to the Parliamentary Service on +61 7 3553 6000.

Any views expressed in this e-mail are the author's, except where the e-mail makes it clear otherwise. The unauthorised publication of an e-mail and any
altachments generated for the official functions of the Parliamentary Service, the Legislative Assembly, its Committees or Members may conslitute a
contempt of the Queensland Parliament. If the information contained in this e-mail and any attachments becomes the subject of any request under Right to
informalion legislation, the author or the Parliamentary Service should be nolified.

Itis the addressee's responsibility to scan this message for viruses. The Parliamentary Service does not warrant that the information is free from any
virus,defect or error.
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Consider the environment before you print this email.
NOTICE - This e-mail and any attachments are confidential and only for the use of the addressee.

If you have received this e-mail in error, you are strictly prohibited from using, forwarding, printing, copying or dealing in anyway whatsoever with it, and are
requested to reply immediately by e-mail to the sender or by telephone to the Parliamentary Service on +61 7 3553 6000.

Any views expressed in this e-mail are the author's, except where the e-mail makes it clear otherwise. The unauthorised publication of an e-mail and any
attachments generated for the official functions of the Parliamentary Service, the Legislative Assembly, its Committees or Members may constitute a
contempt of the Queensland Parliament. If the information contained in this e-mail and any attachments becomes the subject of any request under Right to
information legislation, the author or the Parliamentary Service should be notified.

It is the addressee's responsibility to scan this message for viruses. The Parliamentary Service does not warrant that the information is free ffom any
virus,defect or error.

This email, together with any attachments, is intended for the named recipient(s) only; and may contain
privileged and confidential information. If received in error, you are asked to inform the'sender as‘quickly
as possible and delete this email and any copies of this from your computer system aetwork.

If not an intended recipient of this email, you must not copy, distribute or take any action(s) that relies on it;
any form of disclosure, modification, distribution and /or publication of thisiemail is also prohibited.

Unless stated otherwise, this email represents only the views of the sender and notthe views of the
Queensland Government.

Please consider the environment before printing this email.

Consider the environment before you print this email.
NOTICE - This e-mail and any attachments are confidential and@nly for the use of the:addressee.

If you have received this e-mail in error, you are strictly prohibited from using, forwarding, printing, copying or dealing in anyway whatsoever with it, and are
requested to reply immediately by e-mail to the sender or by telephong'to the Parliamentary Service on +61 7 3553 6000.

Any views expressed in this e-mail are the author's exeept where the e-mail makes it clear otherwise. The unauthorised publication of an e-mail and any
attachments generated for the official functions of the Parliamentary Service the Legislative Assembly, its Committees or Members may constitute a
contempt of the Queensland Parliament. If the'information contained in this‘e-mail and any attachments becomes the subject of any request under Right to
information legislation, the author or the Pafliamentary Service should be notified.

It is the addressee's responsibility to scan this message for viruses. The Parliamentary Service does not warrant that the information is free from any
virus,defect or error.
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ADANI STANDARD WORDS
ELECTION COMMITMENTS

The Palaszczuk Government has ensured the Adani Carmichael coal project has been through a
rigorous and comprehensive assessment process for the mine, rail and port development.

The Palaszczuk Government delivered each of the commitments it made at the last State Election in
relation to the project including:

e to protect the nationally-significant Caley Valley Wetlands;

e to prohibit the sea-bhased disposal of capital dredge spoil within the Great Barrier Reef World
Heritage Area;

e the project will not be subsidised by Queensland taxpayers; and

e that dredging for Adani’s coal terminal at Abbot Point swill not preeeed until Adani
demonstrates it has the necessary finance in place for the full mine, rail @nd port project.

WATER

Multi-million dollar financial and regulatory safeguards, and@ stringent monitoring regime, are in
place to manage water supply in and around the Carmichael coal pfoject. Adani’s water licences for
surface water and groundwater provide the mine with a volume of water about 1 per cent of what
farmers are able to use in the Burdekin catchment now.

In relation to groundwater, the licence is to allow Adani to remove water that comes into the mine
to ensure it can operate safely and efficieftly and must.have make good agreements in place with
landholders whose existing ground water entitlements might be affected.

In relation to surface water, Adani has te pay the government more than $20 million before they can
use any surface water, and Adanimwill be charged at@ rate about three times what farmers currently
pay in the lower Burdekin.ifrigation area. Mast importantly, the Queensland Government has the
ability to require a ming'to stop operations if any of these water licences are breached.

For the first time, the assessmént process for Adani’s groundwater licence included advice from an
independent panel including the.Queensland Chief Scientist and experts in law, public administration
and natural resource matters.

ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION

Thie Carmiehael coal project has undergone extensive scrutiny by State and Federal Governments,
and the community, during public consultation and in the courts. There are now almost 270
conditions on this project to protect the natural environment and the interests of landholders and
traditional owners. More than 100 of these conditions relate to groundwater. These safeguards will
énsure that the environment, natural and water resources are protected.

CURRENT PROJECT STATUS

The Department of Environment and Heritage Protection has advised that the environmental
authority (EA) for the Carmichael Coal Mine Project was approved on 2 February 2016 with additional
conditions for the Black-throated finch. The mining leases (ML70441, 70505, and 70506) were granted
on 3 April 2016. The EA for the Carmichael Coal Mine became effective on the granting of the mining
leases.
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Before any mining activities can commence, a plan of operations and the required amount of financial
assurance must be lodged with EHP. To date, a plan of operations has not been submitted and an
amount of financial assurance has not been set and paid. It should be noted that there are additional
associated approvals required and enquiries regarding the status of these approvals should be
directed to the Office of the Coordinator-General.

REEF AND CLIMATE CHANGE

Protecting the Great Barrier Reef and the jobs it supports is a key priority for the
Queensland Government.

The Palaszczuk Government has a strong record of achievement when it comes tofprotecting the
Reef. We are investing heavily in measures that will improve the resilience of the Great Barrier Reef
and its capacity to adapt and change in response to warming ocean temperatures. We're delivering
an additional $100 million in funding to protect the Great Barrier Reef. The'Reef 2050 Long-Term
Sustainability Plan will ensure the outstanding universal value of the Great Barrier Reef continues to
improve each decade between now and 2050, ensuring the Great,Barrier Reef retnains a natural
wonder for successive generations.

But we know that the most significant threat to the Great'Barrier Re@fis climate change.

The Palaszczuk Government is committed to doing our bit to reduce the €arbon pollution that is
contributing to climate change.

Queensland was once a leader in climate agtion. But Tim Nicholls and the former LNP government
systematically dismantled all the policies@nd programsthat wére helping Queensland reduce carbon
pollution and prepare for the impacts®f a changing climatet It was reckless and irresponsible.

The good news is that we’ve begun to rebuild. We h@ve a bold renewable energy program with a
project pipeline of over 1000'MW ef committed grojects and over 4000 MW of proposed projects
including solar, wind, hydropower, biomass and geothermal.

The Palaszczuk Governmeni.is also working'towards a 50% renewable energy target in Queensland
by 2030. The Independent Renewable Energy Expert Panel has identified the pathways to meet this
50 per cent rehewable energy target in Queensland by 2030 which will support over 6000 jobs, the
majority of whichwill be created in regional Queensland.

Plus wie're developing a new Queensland Climate Response, which sets out our strategy for adapting
tof@ changing climate and managing the transition to a low carbon economy.

ABBOT POINT /.TC DEBBIE

The Department of Environment and Heritage Protection is continuing its investigation into the
Abbot-Point water releases during TC Debbie. Adani Abbot Point Bulkcoal was authorised to release
water under a temporary emissions licence, from 27 to 30 March, to assist with site water
management during and after TC Debbie.

The temporary licence authorised sediment releases of up to 100 milligrams per litre. Adani’s own
test results from the Caley Valley wetlands indicate that the release into that environment was
within the temporary licence’s limits. However, Adani has further advised there was a second
release of water on the northern side of the terminal, containing 806 milligrams per litre of
sediment.
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Adani has advised the department that none of the water from this second release point reached
the Caley Valley wetlands and that the use of sediment traps prevented coal from entering the
ocean. EHP has taken sand samples on the beach below the release point to determine if there was
coal present as a result of the water release.

EHP and DSITI have also taken in situ water monitoring, sediment samples and water samples across
7 sites in the Caley Valley Wetland to determine the state of the relevant areas and the contribution
of releases from the terminal. DSITI’s report outlining the outcomes of the wetland assessmeént will
be made publicly available when it is completed.

There are serious penalties for non-compliance with environmental authorities or temporary
emissions licences that causes environmental harm. This includes fines of up to $3.8 milliondf the
non-compliance was wilful, or $2.7 million if the non-compliance was unintentional.

FINANCIAL ASSURANCE

The Palaszczuk Government has also announced major reforms to mine rehabilitation and the
financial “bonds” for mines to better protect the environment afid taxpayers, a@nd encourage jobs,
more investment and growth in the resources sector. This will be the most significant upgrade to the
state’s multi-billion dollar resources sector financial assurance and rehabilitation framework in
nearly 20 years.

The package of comprehensive reforms, includes:

e Aredesigned financial assurance framewortktailored to operators based on their size and
level of risk

e Pooling financial assurance fr@m mining'companies into an interest-earning multi-million
dollar rehabilitation fund

e More options, such asinsurance bonds, to make it easier for miners to provide their
financial assurances

® More funds to réhabilitate:abandoned'mines

e Measures to ensure mined land isirehabilitated progressively rather than toward the end of
a mine’s life

e Regular checks and reporting on progressive rehabilitation

e Better planning for rehabilitation and regular monitoring and reporting

e < More realistic calculation of rehab costs and a phase out of discounts on financial assurances
for miners.

The changes proposed to financial assurance and rehabilitation will apply to new and existing mine
operations.

MISC

The Government also welcomes Adani’s proposal to establish a $200 million large-scale solar project
near Moranbabh.
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Steven Miles MP — Adani standard response
Thanks for contacting me about the Adani Carmichael mine project.
In line with our election commitment, Adani will pay every cent of royalties owed to taxpayers.

Adani will pay royalties to the state in every year of production, full royalties every year after y@ar
five, and interest on any royalties deferred.

If they cease production any outstanding royalties will be due as a lump sum, guarantéed by a
security of payment bond.

The government will require the miner to rehabilitate progressively and full financialassurance for
outstanding rehabilitation will also apply.

The same arrangement will apply to any similar economic development proposals andwill replace
ad hoc deals negotiated behind closed doors by previous governfments.

Under this approach, there will be no special deals, no royalty holidays, no royalty rebates and no
exemptions. The same approach will apply to all greenfield projects in these Basins and the North
West Minerals Province.

This approach provides certainty for the proponents and the Queensland taxpayer.

All greenfield proponents will now be required, after the comgletion of comprehensive
environmental impact assessments by State and Commonwealth agencies, to:
e pay all royalties as per the rates set.ifi the Mineral Resources Regulation 2013;
e in recognition of the upfront capital costs of these projects, proponents will be eligible for a
repayment plan, with all deferred paymeiits to be subject to an interest rate charge;
e maximum periodfor a payment plan will be 30 years;
o following an agreement ah aroyalty payment plan, the proponent will undertake to start
construction and operations within as specified period.
e Require job-generating eommon-user infrastructure to support to development of these
Basins and NWMP.

In respéct of funding under the Northern Australia Infrastructure Facility, we have been clear that
under finance provided te Adani through this facility is a matter for the Federal Government.
Queenslandwill fulfil our obligations in the Master Facility Agreement, but any project financing will
need to flow directly from the Federal Government to Adani.

This approach honours our election commitment and is in stark contrast to the reckless approach of
the LNP;who wanted to provide $455 million to subsidise the construction of a rail line for the
Carmichael Coal project and permit dredged spoil for the port expansion of the project to be
dumped into the Great Barrier Reef Marine Park or Caley Valley wetlands.

Meanwhile, the Palaszczuk Government will do our fair share to address climate change and protect
the Great Barrier Reef. It's why we're on a path to get half our energy from solar and wind and why

we're spending more than $57 million a year on reef protection.

The Palaszczuk Government’s signature climate change policy, a 50 per cent renewable energy
target by 2030, will reduce Queensland’s own greenhouse gas emissions.
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And we will continue to advocate for a national emissions target in the range recommended by the
independent Climate Change Authority of 40-50 per cent by 2030, best achieved through a national
cap and trade scheme.

The Palaszczuk Government is committed to reducing Queensland’s emissions in line with the Pari
treaty and will announce soon our own climate transition strategy for our economy.

The Palaszczuk Government is the first Queensland Government to promote the developme
large-scale renewable energy projects, and to date, there are $2 billion in proposed proj
potential for almost 2000 jobs. As part of our plan for 50% renewable energy by 2
Government will undertake a reverse auction for up to 400MW of renewable cap
in the second half of 2017, including 100MW for energy storage prior to 2020.

N\
&
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Melanie Pilgrim

From: Naomi van Brug

Sent: Thursday, 13 July 2017 9:24 AM

To: External - Brisbane Central Electorate Office

Subject: RE: Adani spill

Attachments: 20170518_Adani Standard Words Final May 2017.docx
HiJudi

The Department of Environment and Heritage Protection (EHP) advises it is continuing its i igation int

Abbot Point water releases during Tropical Cyclone Debbie.

However, Adani has further advised there was a second release
containing 806 milligrams per litre of sediment.

EHP and DSITI have also taken in situ wate itori i mples and water samples across 7 sites in the
Caley Valley Wetland to determine the state s and the contribution of releases from the
terminal. DSITI’s report outlining the ¢

r for Environment and Heritage Protection
for National Parks and the Great Barrier Reef

1 William Street, Brisbane QLD 4000 | GPO Box 2454 Brisbane QLD 4001
We aim to respond to all Caucus enquiries within 5 to 10 business days. If you require urgent advice, please let us know.

Members you can book your Parliament Caucus drop-in with Minister Miles on Tuesday 4.45pm-5.45pm, Wednesday 4pm-5pm
and Thursday 4.45pm-5.45pm. We're looking forward to it.
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From: Brisbane Electorate Office [mailto:Brisbane.Central@parliament.qld.gov.au]
Sent: Thursday, 13 July 2017 9:17 AM

To: Naomi van Brug

Subject: FW: Adani spill

Hi Naomi,

See question below from constituent—

Seeking advice please.

Cheers,

Judi Jabour

PhTEIRERTT

é Be green, read from the screen.

From:
Date: Thu, Jul 6,
Subject: Adani spill
To: "southbrisbanelabor@gmail.com" <so

Dear Minister Trad,

the lagoon in the wetlands where they performed a
are they paying the costs and when?

May we have an update please Q
total and irregular spill? This

Respectfully,

Consider the environment before you print this email.

NOTICE - This e-mail and any attachments are confidential and only for the use of the addressee.

If you have received this e-mail in error, you are strictly prohibited from using, forwarding, printing, copying or dealing in anyway whatsoever with it, and are
requested to reply immediately by e-mail to the sender or by telephone to the Parliamentary Service on +61 7 3553 6000.

Any views expressed in this e-mail are the author's, except where the e-mail makes it clear otherwise. The unauthorised publication of an e-mail and any
attachments generated for the official functions of the Parliamentary Service, the Legislative Assembly, its Committees or Members may constitute a
contempt of the Queensland Parliament. If the information contained in this e-mail and any altachments becomes the subject of any request under Right to
information legislation, the author or the Parliamentary Service should be notified.
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It is the addressee's responsibility to scan this message for viruses. The Parliamentary Service does not warrant that the information is free from any
virus,defect or error.
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&
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ADANI STANDARD WORDS
ELECTION COMMITMENTS

The Palaszczuk Government has ensured the Adani Carmichael coal project has been through a
rigorous and comprehensive assessment process for the mine, rail and port development.

The Palaszczuk Government delivered each of the commitments it made at the last State Election in
relation to the project including:

e to protect the nationally-significant Caley Valley Wetlands;

e to prohibit the sea-based disposal of capital dredge spoil within the GreatBarrier Reef World
Heritage Area;

e the project will not be subsidised by Queensland taxpayers; and

e that dredging for Adani’s coal terminal at Abbot Point swill not preeeed until Adani
demonstrates it has the necessary finance in place for the full mine, railand port project.

WATER

Multi-million dollar financial and regulatory safeguards, and a stringefit monitoring regime, are in
place to manage water supply in and around the Carmichagl coal groject. Adani’s water licences for
surface water and groundwater provide the mine with a volume of water@bout 1 per cent of what
farmers are able to use in the Burdekin catchment now.

In relation to groundwater, the licence is toallow Adani to remoye water that comes into the mine
to ensure it can operate safely and efficiéntly and musthave make good agreements in place with
landholders whose existing ground water entitléments might be affected.

In relation to surface water, Adani has te pay the govefnment more than $20 million before they can
use any surface water, and Adani'will be charged af a rate about three times what farmers currently
pay in the lower Burdekindrrigation area. Mostdmportantly, the Queensland Government has the
ability to require a min@ to stop operations if any of these water licences are breached.

For the first time, the assessment process for Adani’s groundwater licence included advice from an
independent panel including the:Queensland Chief Scientist and experts in law, public administration
and natural resource matters.

ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION

The Carmichael coal project has undergone extensive scrutiny by State and Federal Governments,
and the community, during public consultation and in the courts. There are now almost 270
cohditions on this project to protect the natural environment and the interests of landholders and
traditional owners. More than 100 of these conditions relate to groundwater. These safeguards will
ensurethat the environment, natural and water resources are protected.

CURRENT PROIJECT STATUS

The Department of Environment and Heritage Protection has advised that the environmental
authority (EA) for the Carmichael Coal Mine Project was approved on 2 February 2016 with additional
conditions for the Black-throated finch. The mining leases (ML70441, 70505, and 70506) were granted
on 3 April 2016. The EA for the Carmichael Coal Mine became effective on the granting of the mining
leases.
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Adani has advised the department that none of the water from this second release point reached
the Caley Valley wetlands and that the use of sediment traps prevented coal from entering the
ocean. EHP has taken sand samples on the beach below the release point to determine if there was
coal present as a result of the water release.

EHP and DSITI have also taken in situ water monitoring, sediment samples and water samples across
7 sites in the Caley Valley Wetland to determine the state of the relevant areas and the contribUtion
of releases from the terminal. DSITI's report outlining the outcomes of the wetland assessment will
be made publicly available when it is completed.

There are serious penalties for non-compliance with environmental authorities or témporary
emissions licences that causes environmental harm. This includes fines of up to $3.8 million'if the
non-compliance was wilful, or $2.7 million if the non-compliance was unintentional.

FINANCIAL ASSURANCE

The Palaszczuk Government has also announced major reforms to mine rehabilitation and the
financial “bonds” for mines to better protect the environment.and taxpayers,@and encourage jobs,
more investment and growth in the resources sector. This will be the most significant upgrade to the
state’s multi-billion dollar resources sector financial assufance and«ehabilitation framework in
nearly 20 years.

The package of comprehensive reforms, includes:

e Aredesigned financial assurance framework'tailored to @perators based on their size and
level of risk

e Pooling financial assurance ffom mining companies into an interest-earning multi-million
dollar rehabilitation fund

e More options, such asdmsurance bonds, tosnake it easier for miners to provide their
financial assurances

e More funds tofehabilitate abandoned mines

e Measures to ensure mified land s rehabilitated progressively rather than toward the end of
a mine’s life

e Regular checks and reparting on progressive rehabilitation

e Bétter planning for rehabilitation and regular monitoring and reporting

e < More realistie.calculation of rehab costs and a phase out of discounts on financial assurances
for miners.

The changes proposed to financial assurance and rehabilitation will apply to new and existing mine
operations.

MISC

The Government also welcomes Adani’s proposal to establish a $200 million large-scale solar project
near Moranbah.
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Melanie Pilgrim

From: Kerryn Manifold

Sent: Tuesday, 19 September 2017 5:00 AM

To: Katharine Wright; Michelle Wellington; @Premiers Media
Cc: Alison Brown; Danielle Cohen; Benton Wecker

Subject: RE: Abbot Point spill

Thanks Katharine- any news on when it will be public?

Kerryn Manifold

Deputy Director-Government Media Unit

Office of the Hon. Annastacia Palaszczuk MP
Premier of Queensland and Minister for the Arts

1 William Street, Brisbane QLD 4000
Government PO Box 15185 City East QLD 4002

From: Katharine Wright

Sent: Monday, 18 September 2017 6:20 PM
To: Michelle Wellington ; @Premiers Media
Cc: Alison Brown ; Danielle Cohen ; Benton Wecker
Subject: RE: Abbot Point spill

Hi Michelle,

The draft release is a bit confusing and I've
available yet, I've attached a draft HIB that w

Thanks,
Kat

From: Michelle Wellington

ial.qld.gov.au>; @Premiers Media

ministerial.gld.gov.au>; Danielle Cohen <Danielle.Cohen@ministerial.gld.gov.au>;
Benton % ministerial.qld.gov.au>

/ing a bit of an each way bet isn’t it. Have you got a media release? We'll also need a HIB

Katharine Wright

Sent: Monday, 18 September 2017 1:07 PM

To: Michelle Wellington <Michelle.Wellington@ministerial.gld.gov.au>; @Premiers Media
<premiers.media@ministerial.qld.gov.au>

Cc: Alison Brown <Alison.Brown@ministerial.gld.gov.au>; Danielle Cohen <Danielle.Cohen@ministerial.qld.gov.au>;

Benton Wecker <Benton.Wecker@ministerial.qld.gov.au>
Subject: Abbot Point spill

DORY51°'17/18-045-001

1 Page 96 of 364



EHP has received a final report on the Calley Valley Wetlands and whether it was contaminated
with coal from Abbot Point during cyclone Debbie (you’ll remember green groups putting out
satellite imagery that looked like the Wetlands were much darker after the storm).

Queensland  EHP will now make this report public on their website and issue Abbott Point with an
Government  pnvironmental Evaluation notice which requires further monitoring of the area.

I'll send you a media release shortly. Here are the key findings of the report:

Key findings of this preliminary assessment were:
e Although there were indications of recent flooding, there was little visual evidence of
whole of the wetland. This is consistent with trace levels (
e Coal fines were only visually observed at a site immediately downstream of the li
the south of the spillway of settlement pond 2. This is consistent with the results i t analysis

fines. Even so, there did not appear to be any impediment to growth of
growth, in response to the recent flooding, was evident.
e Minor concentrations (approximately 2%) of coal fines were eam of the spillway at a site
in the wetlands opposite the licensed discharge point site.
Coal fines do not appear to have caused widespread impacts in
stormwater discharge were mitigated by the large amount of wate hrough the wetland.
Nonetheless, further assessment is warranted to more accurately d rea potentially impacted
downstream of the licensed discharge point, and to itor the respo e wetland to the authorised
discharge.

Talk to you at the 3pm,

Katharine Wright

Senior Media Advisor

Office of the Hon. Dr Steven Miles
Minister for Environment and Heri
Minister for National Parks and
plrelevant

Level 34, 1 William Street, Brisbane QLD 40
GPO Box 2454, Brisbane QLD 4001
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Melanie Pilgrim

From: Michelle Wellington
Sent: Monday, 18 September 2017 4:32 PM
To: Katharine Wright; @Premiers Media
Cc: Alison Brown; Danielle Cohen; Benton Wecker
Subject: RE: Abbot Point spill
Hi Katharine
It’s having a bit of an each way bet isn’t it. Have you got a media release? | also need

Qussnslend From: Katharine Wright
Covemment Sent: Monday, 18. September 201_7 1:07 PM
To: Michelle Wellington ; @Premiers Media
Cc: Alison Brown ; Danielle Cohen ; Benton Wecker
Subject: Abbot Point spill

Hello Michelle,

EHP has received a final report on the Calley Valley Wetlands and w aminated with coal from
Abbot Point during cyclone Debbie (you’ll remember green groups put ellite imagery that looked like the
Wetlands were much darker after the storm).

bbott Point with an Environmental Evaluation

with trace levels (
erved at a site immediately downstream of the licensed discharge point to

0 not appear to have caused widespread impacts in the wetland. It is likely that any impacts from the
discharge were mitigated by the large amount of water flowing naturally through the wetland.

: er assessment is warranted to more accurately delineate the area potentially impacted
ream of the licensed discharge point, and to monitor the response of the wetland to the authorised

Talk to you at the 3pm,

Katharine Wright

Senior Media Advisor

Office of the Hon. Dr Steven Miles MIP

Minister for Environment and Heritage Protection
Minister for National Parks and the Great Barrier Reef
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GPO Box 2454, Brisbane QLD 4001
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Melanie Pilt_;rim

=== i
From: Benton Wecker
Sent: Monday, 18 September 2017 12:51 PM
To: Danielle Cohen
Cc: Katharine Wright
Subject: RE: Abbot Point Communication Strategy

Thanks Dan. Will let ESR know.

From: Danielle Cohen

Sent: Monday, 18 September 2017 12:48 PM

To: Benton Wecker <Benton.Wecker@ministerial.gld.gov.au>
Cc: Katharine Wright <Katharine.Wright@ministerial.qld.gov.au>
Subject: Re: Abbot Point Communication Strategy

Ok for EE to be issued today.
Dept will need to issue a release in the next few days advising of the'EE and the availability of the wetland
evaluation online - timing in consultation with Kat please | will rediew the décs as well D

Sent from my iPad

>0n 18 Sep 2017, at 12:34 pm, Benton Wecker <Benton.Wecker@ministerial.qld.gov.au> wrote:
>
> Info from Dept.

>

> Key findings of this preliminary assessment were:

>

> Although there were indications of recent flooding, there was little visual evidence of coal fines across the

whole of the wetland. This is cofsistent with trace levels (<1%) of coal measured at most sites.

>

> Coal fines were only visually observed at a site immediately downstream of the licensed discharge point to
the south of the spillway of settlement pond 2. This is consistent with the results from the sediment analysis at this
site, which found that ceal composed approximately 10% of the sample. There appeared to be partial coverage of
the wetland substrate and the lower stems of marine couch (Sporobolus virginicus) with coal fines. Even so, there
did not appeat to be any impediment to growth of wetland plants in this area as new growth, in response to the
recent flogding, was evident.

>

> Minor concentrations (approximately 2%) of coal fines were measured downstream of the spillway at a site
in'the wetlands opposite the licensed discharge point site.

> Coal fines do not appear to have caused widespread impacts in the wetland. It is likely that any impacts from the
stormwiater diséharge were mitigated by the large amount of water flowing naturally through the wetland.
Nonétheless, further assessment is warranted to more accurately delineate the area potentially impacted
downstream of the licensed discharge point, and to monitor the response of the wetland to the authorised
discharge.

>

> From: LOWE Trinity [mailto:Trinity.Lowe@ehp.qld.gov.au] On Behalf Of

> ESR

> Sent: Monday, 18 September 2017 12:31 PM

> To: Benton Wecker <Benton.Wecker@ministerial.gld.gov.au>

> Cc: CAGNEY Justin <Justin.Cagney@ehp.qld.gov.au>

> Subject: FW: Abbot Point Communication Strategy
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