Factors Associated with Time Taken to Complete a Linkage Request

Risk factor

Data quality:
Quality of person identifiers in data collections being linked

Format of data provided for linkage

Size of request and amount of linkage required:
Data collection inclusion in Master Linkage File (MLF)(prelinked data)

Number of records that require linking for a project

Time period requested

Complexity of request:
Number of jurisdictions involved

Number of data collections involved

Study design
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Capacity issues:
Data linkage team capacity and competing priorities

Data custodian experience with providing data extracts

Clarity of the request:
Description of requirements provided

ICD and ACHI (diagnosis and procedure codes) provided

For more information see Data Linkage In Queensland
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https://www.health.qld.gov.au/hsu/link/datalink
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