
  

Communique – Interim Pharmacy Roundtable Meeting held 18 February 2020  

The Interim Pharmacy Roundtable held its sixth meeting on 18 February 2020 in Brisbane.   

The Roundtable continued discussions of recommendation 8 of the Health, Communities, Disability 
Services and Domestic and Family Violence Prevention Committee’s Report No. 12, 56th Parliament – 
Inquiry into the establishment of a pharmacy council and transfer of pharmacy ownership in Queensland, 
including the establishment of offence provisions for breaches of section 139(I) of the Pharmacy Business 
Ownership Act 2001 (PBO Act).  A discussion draft advice paper was tabled to facilitate further discussion 
of options for the regulation of control by a person other than the owner of the pharmacy business under 
section 139(I). To support the development of the final draft advice paper the Roundtable sought a 
definition of control for the purposes of the PBO Act.   

A new discussion paper was tabled on pharmacy ownership models and other legislative instruments, 
which outlined policy challenges in relation to emerging trends that may potentially reshape the pharmacy 
industry and possible solutions to manage them. The Roundtable considered how online pharmacies, in 
terms of pharmacy ownership, could be managed under current and / or any future legislation on 
pharmacy business ownership in the Queensland.  A revised discussion paper will be tabled at the next 
meeting.  

To support the implementation of recommendation 7 of the Pharmacy Inquiry, in relation to 
improvements to the current administration of the PBO Act, the Roundtable endorsed the Guidelines: 
Pharmacy Business Ownership in Queensland. The Guidelines provide pharmacy owners with additional 
information for completing the current notification forms.  The Guidelines will be made available on the 
pharmacy ownership website. Queensland Health provided advice to Roundtable members that the 
current Form 1 be separated into 5 forms to account for the distinct activities covered under current 
notice requirements. The Roundtable endorsed this approach.  A suite of proposed ‘user friendly’ 
notification forms may include as an example, acquiring an interest in a pharmacy, disposing of an interest 
in a pharmacy or selling an existing pharmacy and opening a new pharmacy.    

The Roundtable noted that Community Pharmacy Compliance Surveys have commenced. The surveys aim 
to support the pharmacy industry transition to the new Medicines and Poisons Act 2019 and facilitate the 
implementation of recommendation 10 of the Pharmacy Inquiry.   

The Roundtable recommended that the department develop a communication strategy to ensure the 
Roundtable and key industry stakeholders, including the Pharmacy Guild of Australia (Queensland Branch) 
and the Pharmaceutical Society of Australia (Queensland Branch) are, wherever possible, informed of any 
upcoming communications to be provided to the sector. This will enable the Roundtable and key industry 
stakeholders to be prepared to provide support to the pharmacy profession and /or their members.  

The next Roundtable meeting is planned for 21 April 2020. 

 


