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Queensland Artificial Limb Service
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Queensland Artificial Limb Service

Guidelines for Queensland Artificial Limb Service

Guidelines for Queensland Artificial Limb Service Supplement
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https://www.health.qld.gov.au/mass/prescribe/artificial-limbs
https://www.health.qld.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0026/1161773/guidelines-QALS.pdf
https://www.health.qld.gov.au/mass/prescribe/artificial-limbs/funding-limits/qals-temporary-funding-increase
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“QALS, part of the Medical Aids Subsidy Scheme
(MASS), has received a temporary funding
Increase for four (4) years, from July 2023 to
June 2027. The funding boost will increase
subsidies for upper and lower artificial limb
components, including waterproof components,
where deemed appropriate by the applicant’s

Qrosthetist.”l

6 1. Queensland Artificial Limb Service (QALS) Temporary Funding Increase | Queensland Health.



https://www.health.qld.gov.au/mass/prescribe/artificial-limbs/funding-limits/qals-temporary-funding-increase

Prosthetic Components/Consumable and
Supply Items Temporary Increase

Prosthetic Components:

Feet and Terminal Devices - K1 - $1,500, K2 or above: $4,000 (increase from $1,500)
Elbow and Knee units - K1 - $3,000, K2 or above: $6,000 (increase from $3,000)
Connectors: inclusion of waterproof pylons, connectors and torsion adaptors up to $1,000
Foam covers: Below knee - $100 to $150. Above Knee $200 to $300

Skinergy or Dream Skin external cover: $375 to $695

3D fairing: $695 to $1,000

Consumables and supply items:

* Gel or silicone liners: from 2 to 3 annually

* Socks (cotton, wool, gel) and stockings: all quantities doubled, dependent on type
« Sheaths and sleeves quantities increased



Water leg vs waterproof components

WATER LEGS / WET PROSTHESIS WATERPROOF COMPONENTS

Blatchford
Aqualimb TT

Rampro
Active & Swim
Ankle

Trias | Safe as expected. (ottobock.com)



https://www.ottobock.com/en-au/product/1C30-1

Benefits of waterproof components

Primecare Orthotics & Prosthetics

Capella Design
Ottobock
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https://www.designbycapella.com/shop/p/lotic-shower-seat
https://c.movao.community/topics/prosthesis/prosthetic-leg
https://primecareprosthetics.com/blog/can-you-shower-with-a-prosthetic-leg
https://www.ottobock.com/en-gb/prosthetics/lowerlimbprosthetics/finding-the-best-foot-for-you

Levels of waterproofing

Weatherproof Waterproof but only Waterproof
(do not submerge) HES G (and corrosion resistant)

Horizon® HD

(\ aterproof fresh, pool and salt water
Q,‘, /\ WARNING O Warerer s e s
& dd = Do not expose this preduct to corresive materials, salt water or | axtremes

Waterproof*

Suitable for outdoor use " [ hure e rolow these technical instructians or use of this product aueside the scape of it |
Himited Yearranty mday resiit i irury to the pati=nt or damags to Hhe produst. “Waterproof note: Following expeosure to chlorinated

10 water, rinse immediately with fresh water and dry.


https://www.steepergroup.com/prosthetics/lower-limb-prosthetics/feet/xtend-foot/
https://www.college-park.com/horizon
https://www.opchealth.com.au/echelon-vt

What does this mean for
prosthetists and prosthetic users?

Access during temporary funding period to:
» Higher funding levels

* More waterproof components as standard
* Higher subsidies to meet other core needs
» Larger range of components for mobility



Waterproof feet (under $1500)

Balance™ Foot S Trias META Core™
S, K1-2 S, K2-3 S, K1-4
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https://willowwood.com/products-services/feet/high-activity-feet/meta-core/
https://www.ossur.com/en-au/prosthetics/feet/balance-foot-s
https://www.ottobock.com/en-us/product/1C30-1

Waterproof feet ($1500 - $4000)

”//"'
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Balance™ Foot S with Torsion KOA LP Xtend

S, K1-2 S, K1-4 S, K2-4
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https://www.steepergroup.com/prosthetics/lower-limb-prosthetics/feet/xtend-foot/
https://willowwood.com/products-services/feet/high-activity-feet/koa-lp/
https://www.ossur.com/en-au/prosthetics/feet/balance-foot-s

META Arc
NS, K1-4

RUSH H20 Taleo 1C50 Pro-Flex LP with Unity Pro-Elex ST META Shock
NS, K3-4 NS, K3-4 NS, K2-4 NS, K2-4 NS, K1-4

-

—_—

RUSH Roque 2 Foot Pro-Flex Modular  Pro-Flex XC with Unity UNITY for Pro-Flex Fiberglass META Shock X
NS, K3-4 NS, K2-4 NS, K2-4 ST NS, K1-4
14 NS, K2-4



https://www.opchealth.com.au/rush-h20
https://www.opchealth.com.au/rush-rogue-2-foot
https://willowwood.com/products-services/feet/high-activity-feet/meta-shock/
https://www.ottobock.com/en-us/product/1C50
https://www.ossur.com/en-au/prosthetics/feet/pro-flex-xc
https://www.ossur.com/en-au/prosthetics/feet/pro-flex-lp
https://www.ossur.com/en-au/prosthetics/feet/pro-flex-st
https://media.ossur.com/ossur-dam/image/upload/pi-documents-global/Unity_1558_001_1.pdf
https://media.ossur.com/ossur-dam/image/upload/pi-documents-global/Unity_1558_001_1.pdf
https://www.ossur.com/en-au/prosthetics/feet/pro-flex-modular
https://willowwood.com/products-services/feet/high-activity-feet/fiberglass-meta-shock-x/
https://willowwood.com/products-services/feet/meta/

Waterproof knees (under $3000)

3WO060 Modular KnieAgill WLD31
Monocentric Knee Joint S, K1-4
" S, K1



https://wpt-gmbh.de/3W060-Modular-Monocentric-Knee-Joint
https://wpt-gmbh.de/3W060-Modular-Monocentric-Knee-Joint
https://www.massonshealthcare.com.au/products/knieagil-r-wld31

B U <O
Waterproof knees ($3000 - $6000)

/ ‘ d

Agua-Knee All-Terrain Knee
S, K3-4 S, K14
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https://www.ottobock.com/en-sc/product/3WR95
https://fillauer.com/products/all-terrain-knee/?lang=sv

Waterproof knees (over $6000)

Capital 3R80 KX06 Dynion VGK
NS, K3-4 NS, K3-4 NS, K1-4 NS, K2-4 NS, K2-4
Note: Note: water-resistant
freshwater (occasional

only submersion only)
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https://www.ottobock.com/en-us/product/3R80
https://www.ottobock.com/en-au/product/3R85
http://www.vgk.com.au/
https://www.blatchfordmobility.com/en-gb/products/knees/kx06/
https://www.college-park.com/capital

Other waterproof components

Example components:

* Pylons f =
> STAINLESS STE

« Connectors El
» Adaptors - —
* Locking systems

ALUMINIUM

18



What does this mean for other assistive
technology prescribers and home modification
professionals?

With water leg /
hopping

With
waterproof
components

19
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What does this mean for other assistive
technology prescribers and home mod|f|cat|on
professionals? -

Removing
prosthesis to shower | === &

With
waterproof
components




Non-standard
componentry
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QALS guidelines

4.2 Non-Standard Components
Prosthetic components that are over the QALS funding limits or deemed to be non-basic QA L S N O n - St an d ar d

(titanium etc) are referred to as ‘Non-Standard’ components. Req u eSt FO r m

QALS recognises that in some instances, an applicant's essential prosthetic needs may not
be fully met by the standard components within the QALS funding limits e.g. higher safe
working load required.

Where an application is submitted to QALS for funding of the non-standard component/s, a
0ALS Non-Standard Request Form is required to be completed and submitted with the MASS-
eApply application.

Individual consideration

Where necessary, QALS may seek advice from:

+ Members of the QALS Consumer Advisory Committee.
+ Asubject matter expert [ allied health or medical professional.

+ Important: information provided for review is deidentified and in adherence to the QALS O n C e-o ff fu n d I n g

Privacy Policy.

Where the application is approved:

Funding will be provided as an exemption on a ‘once off’ basis only and funding for future
replacements/non-standard components is not guaranteed.

Option for client co-pay If

QALS may provide funding up to the approved funding limits and the client may wish to part d eC I I n ed
fund the cost remaining above the funding limits.

Where the application is declined:

22


https://www.health.qld.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0026/1161773/guidelines-QALS.pdf
https://www.health.qld.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0026/1161773/guidelines-QALS.pdf
https://www.health.qld.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0027/1161774/QALS-NS-Request.pdf
https://www.health.qld.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0027/1161774/QALS-NS-Request.pdf

IS It In scope for QALS?

* Basic limb for day-to-day mobility and/ upper limb
function

* QALS funding does not include upgraded
components for recreational/fithess pursuits or
occupational or work-related needs

* Funding is based on clinical need (e.g. reduces
residual limb pressure, enhances gait — refer to

applications) and not on lifestyle choices and
goals




Justification for non-standard componentry

e Qutcomes, e.g., TUG
 Linked to MASS guidelines

* What clinical needs can’t be met
with current standard componentry
within funding limits?

» Exceeds safe working load of
standard components

 Certain environmental conditions
within home environment, e.g., rural

property

24



Is It fair use of funding?

NDIS is an uncapped, demand-driven scheme!

DVA Is a capped, budget-driven scheme —
wider scope than QALS

QALS Is a capped, budget-driven scheme

1. Parliament of Australia. Funding the National Disability Insurance Scheme. Available from:
https://www.aph.gov.au/About_Parliament/Parliamentary_departments/Parliamentary_Library/pubs/BriefingBook47p/FundingNDIS




Work-related needs

* Eligibility for EAF — Job Access
« Australian resident
 Tenure > 13 weeks
e Hours > 8hrs/wk

» Self-employed equivalent of above
hours at National Minimum Wage

Employment Assistance Fund (EAF) | Job Access

26 Image source: https://www.blatchfordmobility.com/en-gb/for-amputees/above-knee-prosthetic-limbs/prosthetic-knees/


https://www.jobaccess.gov.au/employment-assistance-fund-eaf

IS It safe?

* Reputable — minimum warranty
timeframe e.g. 12 months+

 All approved QALS components
must be registered on the ARTG

« Has the amputee clinic deemed the
limbs/components to be compatible
with the user’s mobility and function
level e.g. AMPAT test
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Examples

Example 1 - foot

X000 has been using a XXXX foot on his transtibial prosthesis and his prosthesis now requires
replacing. We have done a 2 week trial on a XXX as we feel this is the best replacement foot for him.

We perfermed some outcome measurements with X000 including the TUG, Gmin walk test and FS5T
and these showed clear improved results on the XXXX, but we are aware this is an expected outcome
s0 we are not presenting these in the case for supporting this application.

We also did the PEQ for his XXXX prosthesis and after the trial of the XXXX and the results clearly state
that he had functional and emaotional improvements with the 3000 foot.

He is currenthy unable to wear his ¥XXX prosthesis all day as he gets stump pain, sound limb pain and
back pain. On the trial all of these improved and he was able to wear his prosthesis with the XXX all
day. He noted the heel compression on heel contact helped to prevent jarring through his stump and
back allowing his standing comfort to increase from a 2.5/10 to a 8/10 and his back and stump pain
reduced from very often to never.

He reported an increase in energy and stability with the XXX, he had fewer trips and near misses. The
energy it took to use his prosthesis reduced from completely exhausting to barely any required. He
doesn't feel like he is relying on his sound leg as much and it isn’t as sore as when he wears his XXXX
prosthesis,

X000 walks on uneven terrain for long periods of time and he has found his balance while using the
XXXX to be far superior to the XXXX prosthesis. The PEQ showed that his ability to move around, up
and down stairs, steep hills and slippery surfaces became no problem.

X000 emotional wellbeling has greatly improved during his 2 week trial of the XXXX as he is
comfortably and safely able to achieve his goals within the community with an increased trust and
reduced frustration with his prosthesis from an 8/10 to a 0.5/10.

As shown through XXXXxX feedback and the results from the PEC he would find many advantages from
using a XXxXx foot.

Link to examples

What products are being
compared?

What outcomes are relevant?

How have they been
measured?

How much of an improvement
was noted?

How does this link with basic
mobility requirements


https://drive.google.com/file/d/1qqBCm38VyvhymxOj1qz5ETUFdzjITj6E/view?usp=sharing

Shea Teevan

Physiotherapist, PAH
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Quantifying prosthetic utilisation and functional
mobility In new prosthetic users after discharge
from inpatient rehabilitation

Shea Teevan!?, Dr Heather Batten?!, Dr Salih Salihl:3, Dr Paulose

R \\
Varghesel3, Prof Suzanne Kuys? callliss
1. Physiotherapy Department, Princess Alexandra Hospital, Brisbane 2
2. Australian Catholic University, Brisbane ‘ ' ' \*\
3. The University of Queensland, Brisbane ’ \ /_/"

MASS Education series | 5 February 2024







Background

 Prosthetic rehabilitation:




Methods

peepeiteoeeeeete
Primary outcomes:
1. Prosthetic utilisation

2. Functional mobillity; self-selected & fast gait speed, TUG, 6MWT

Time: At discharge (T0), 6 weeks (T1), and 12 weeks (T2)



Sample Characteristics

88% male Mean age: 59 yrs 83% trans-tibial

88% dysvascular Mean BMI: 29.41 Varied no. co-morbidities:
50% >6, 33% 2-5




Results . : :
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Results
Mean gait speeds
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Results

Mean TUG
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Mean 6MWT

500

400

Metres
(¥}
(-
-

200

100
p=0.124 TO T1 T2




Discussion

» Gradual increase In prosthetic utilisation over time
— Utilisation varies
* QOverall low activity levels
* Improved self-selected and fast gait speeds over time
* Reducing falls risk over time
- Walking distance might improve over time



Take Home Messages

»  Opportunities exist to increase activity levels in new
prosthetic users during inpatient rehabilitation and
beyond

* |npatient rehabilitation teams should consider ongoing
needs of new prosthetic users that manage and mitigate
risks to utilizing their prosthetic limb



Thank you for listening.  pmE=TT A
Questions? L

A
%
-
s
e
-

1
)
’
"“
& > \
s L3 hea - -
"‘)‘—' I .R.-'. — ; A‘..-
ey ' :
‘ - -
.‘ | |



MASS Education
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MASS Webinar Recordings for Further
Learning

* Qutcome Measures for Adults with Upper and Lower Limb
Amputations - March 2023 (58 min)

« MASS Recorded Webinars and On-Demand Library (covering a
range of topics In assistive technology)

44


https://youtu.be/IOPTYb9W3zE
https://youtu.be/IOPTYb9W3zE
https://sway.cloud.microsoft/De9Cb2TNcLoSnuYn?ref=Link
https://sway.cloud.microsoft/De9Cb2TNcLoSnuYn?ref=Link
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Upcoming MASS CPD - 2024

Wednesday 6" March Ramps to the House and Slopes in the Garden: Will the Wheeled
1.00 — 2.00pm Walking Aid, Manual Wheelchair or Power Wheelchair Make It?
Webinar reqistration

Thursday 2" May In-Person Workshop: Pressure Cushion Prescription (cost = $10 - $15)
9am — 12 noon Workshop reqistration

Wednesday 15" May Assistive Equipment and People with Dementia

1.00 — 2.00pm Webinar reqistration

Wednesday, 5" June Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Women’s Experiences of Living
1.00 - 2.00pm with Urinary Incontinence

Webinar reqistration

For all upcoming education events, please review the MASS Education Calendar Feb - June 2024



https://events.teams.microsoft.com/event/4900a304-c367-4672-a276-d79e866ef47f@0b65b008-95d7-4abc-bafc-3ffc20c039c0
https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/pressure-cushion-prescription-tickets-780555290887
https://events.teams.microsoft.com/event/197ca85d-9152-4892-a70f-f30435052582@0b65b008-95d7-4abc-bafc-3ffc20c039c0
https://events.teams.microsoft.com/event/868203e5-863d-42fe-853e-809d769fb8d4@0b65b008-95d7-4abc-bafc-3ffc20c039c0
https://www.health.qld.gov.au/mass/education

Thank you!

OALS@health.gld.gov.au

MASS-Education@health.qgld.gov.au

46


mailto:MASS-Education@health.qld.gov.au
mailto:MASS-Education@health.qld.gov.au
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Certificate of attendance

Complete the webinar

F T, feedback form to receive a

|-
certificate of attendance.



https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=CLBlC9eVvEq6_D_8IMA5wM15bm24rFNBkmbIJ7mJET1UN1RQT0NYVTZYMVJVMVExQlhHRTI1VE9PRS4u
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=CLBlC9eVvEq6_D_8IMA5wM15bm24rFNBkmbIJ7mJET1UN1RQT0NYVTZYMVJVMVExQlhHRTI1VE9PRS4u
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