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Message from the Intellectual Property Officer  

Queensland Health Intellectual Property policy endorsed 

Version 2 of the Queensland Health (QH) Intellectual Property (IP) policy was endorsed by Dr Tony 
O'Connell, Chief Executive Officer, Centre for Healthcare Improvement on 5 July 2010. 

The most significant change from version 1 of the IP policy is the addition of new procedures for the 
protection of copyright works (see section 4.1, procedure). 

The policy is supported by a standard and a procedure, which are available on the QH IP website. 

QH Government Information Licensing Framework procedure endorsed 

The addition of the new procedures for the protection of copyright works in version 2 of the QH IP policy 
were written to implement the whole-of-government Government Information Licensing Framework 
(GILF) policy. 

GILF policy makes it easy for people who propose to use QH copyright work to understand their rights 
to use the material.  GILF encourages QH staff to think more broadly about the range of potential users 
of QH copyright works and enables QH customers to understand how they can re-use that material in a 
way legally authorised by QH under the licence it has decided to apply. 

http://www.health.qld.gov.au/ohmr/�
http://www.vision6.com.au/em/message/email/view.php?id=671333&u=38386
http://www.health.qld.gov.au/ohmr/html/rcpu/intel_prop.asp
http://www.qgcio.qld.gov.au/qgcio/architectureandstandards/qgea2.0/Pages/azqgeadocs.aspx#g
http://www.qgcio.qld.gov.au/qgcio/architectureandstandards/qgea2.0/Pages/azqgeadocs.aspx#g
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QH staff developing or revising copyright works for external release/publication in which the copyright is 
owned by QH must familiarise themselves with the new QH procedure. It replaces the old system of 
using 'copyright statements'. 

For further information: 

 QH IP website  

 GILF policy, position statement and guideline  

 GILF website  

 Using Creative Commons 2.5 Australia Licences on Government Copyright Materials (DRAFT)  

 Creative Commons Roadshow (event, 17 September 2010)  

QH to join the Medical Research Commercialisation Fund 

QH and the Medical Research Commercialisation Fund (MRCF) Pty Ltd have been working towards an 
agreement that will enable QH to become a member in its own right, along with several Queensland 
medical research institutes. 

Once the agreement has been finalised, QH employees will have the opportunity to apply to the MRCF 
for funding for proof-of-concept projects or start-up companies.  When reviewing investment 
applications, MRCF assesses the following criteria: 

 Whether the technology represents world class science  

 What is required to demonstrate proof-of-concept or reach the next key milestones for the 
technology  

 Market size and need within the market  

 The competition and competitive edge of the technology  

 The strength of the intellectual property position  

 The key personnel and management  

 Commercialisation path, likely exit and potential value at exit 

For more information visit the MRCF homepage. 

Queensland Health news  

Commercialisation of breastfeeding resource a national success 

Article by Leesa Cunningham RN,RM, IBCLC, DVD Production, Project Manager.  

Babies know how to breastfeed. This is just one of the key messages in the aptly titled DVD "Babies 
Know…" produced by the Royal Brisbane and Women's Hospital (RBWH) in February this year.  

Consumer focus group surveys, a multi-disciplinary reference group and current 
breastfeeding evidence were consulted in developing a contemporary 
breastfeeding resource to which both parents and staff can relate. This enabled 
a draft content outline and script to be written, which underpinned the overall 
aims and objectives of the DVD. I use the word script loosely, as except for the 
narrator's dialogue, the words spoken by parents, families and staff were their 
own. Topics include: babies are born with the skills to breastfeed; keeping 
mothers and babies together; recognising and responding to feeding cues; hand 
expressing; protective effects of breastfeeding for mother and baby; how 
breastfeeding works; breastfeeding in special circumstances – returning to work, 

http://www.health.qld.gov.au/ohmr/html/rcpu/intel_prop.asp
http://www.qgcio.qld.gov.au/qgcio/architectureandstandards/qgea2.0/Pages/azqgeadocs.aspx#g
http://www.gilf.gov.au/
http://eprints.qut.edu.au/32519/
http://www.mrcf.com.au/
http://www.mrcf.com.au/
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premature babies, feeding challenges; and the importance of accurate information and support for new 
parents. 

The families are the true stars of "Babies Know…". Each had their own personal story to tell and I feel 
this added a personal touch and authenticity.  The visuals of babies finding their way to their mother's 
breast, showed us how clever all babies are, and that with a little help from mum, feeding can be a 

mutually enjoyable experience.  Those watching are challenged to 
look at the mother-baby relationship through new eyes to see what 
they may not have seen before.  To look in wonder and awe at a 
natural process that has stood the test of time, yet in our modern day 
society seems fraught with challenges. 

"Babies Know…" isn't just about breastfeeding, but the special 
relationship between parents and their babies right from the moment 
of birth.  One of my favourite lines in the DVD is what lactation 
consultant, Janice Brooke, says "… it is actually a true privilege to be 

given that opportunity to work so closely, intimately with this little family as they begin their life 
together."  For healthcare professionals this is a wonderful reminder of how important our role is in 
positively influencing the lives of others. 

With an overall theme that is uplifting and motivating, yet realistic in that challenges can be overcome, 
we were eager to make it available for distribution beyond RBWH. Dr Tony O'Connell, Chief Executive 
Officer, Centre for Healthcare Improvement approved commercialisation of the DVD on 16 April 2010. 
Since then, more than 140 copies of the DVD have been sold throughout Queensland and interstate.  
These sales have occurred without paid advertising which is a testament to "Babies Know…" appeal as 
a valuable teaching resource in antenatal, postnatal and community care settings.  

"Babies Know…" is currently available through the RBWH Foundation at $35 per copy and $30 for 
multiple copies.  Funds generated will be used for the future RBWH Milk Bank and acquisition of 
lactation service resources. 

Photo of the official launch of the DVD, January 2010 taken by and reproduced with permission from 
News at the Royal 

QH patent accepted in Europe 

A patent application managed by the Office of Health and Medical Research (OHMR) for an improved 
diagnostic test for Neisseria gonorrhoeae, developed by Queensland Health researchers David Whiley 
and Theo Sloots, has been accepted for grant by the European Patent Office. 

Following an open tender process, OHMR is in negotiation with an international diagnostics company to 
develop and market the test worldwide.  

Intellectual property educational sessions 

McCullough Robertson is giving a series of educational sessions on intellectual property to Queensland 
Health staff in Brisbane.  These are free to attend.  They are 45 minutes long and held in the training 
rooms on level 3, Queensland Health Building, 147-163 Charlotte St.  

Upcoming sessions are: 

 Wed 1 September 1:00 pm: patents, copyright and related rights  

 Thu 9 September 1:30 pm: allocation of risk and liability under intellectual property contracts  

For more information, contact Dean Thorvaldsen, phone 3234 0889. 

http://www.rbwhfoundation.com.au/
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The Prince Charles Hospital Research Day 

Staff at The Prince Charles Hospital will be able to learn about IP at a question and answer session 
during the hospital's Research Day.  Dr Chris Nave, Principal, MRCF and Dr Gint Silins, Partner, 
Cullens Patent and Trade Marks Attorneys are two of the panel members. 

 Thu 21 October 2010  

For more information, contact Paul Fulbrook, email Paul_Fulbrook@health.qld.gov.au. 

General news  

Commercialisation Australia – funding opportunities available 

Commercialisation Australia has been established as the primary source of Australian Government 
assistance to assist researchers convert their ideas into successful commercial ventures.  

The program offers a suite of tailored assistance measures including: 

 skills and knowledge - up to $50,000 (80:20 Commercialisation Australia/applicant matching 
funding) to access specialist advice and services  

 experienced executives – 50:50 matching funding of up to $200,000 over two years (up to 
$100,000 per year), to engage an experienced Chief Executive Officer or other executives  

 proof of concept – 50:50 matching grants between $50,000 and $250,000 to assist with testing 
the commercial viability of the business model or idea for a product, process or service  

 early stage commercialisation - repayable 50:50 matching grants from $250,000 to $2 million to 
undertake activities focusing on enabling a new product, process or service to be developed to 
the stage where it can be taken to market. 

For further information, visit the Commercialisation Australia website or contact Commercialisation 
Australia Case Manager Dr Stuart Hazell via email: shazell@fusidium.com. 

Creative Commons Roadshow visits Brisbane 

This roadshow is a free event hosted by Creative Commons (CC) Australia. The event is is designed for 
those interested in finding out about CC for the first time, looking for an update on recent developments 
and the Australian Version 3.0 licences, or wanting to know how CC is being used by people in their 
local area. 

 Date: Fri 17 September 2010  

 Time: 10:00am – 3:30 pm  

 Venue: The Edge, Cultural Centre, Stanley Place, South Bank. 

For more information and to register, visit the CC roadshow website. 

People outside of Brisbane have the opportunity to request that the roadshow visit your city by 
contacting Creative Commons Australia. 

Become a community patent reviewer  

Peer-to-Patent Australia is part of an international expansion of a USA initiative aimed at improving the 
patent review system by increasing the quality of issued patents. 

mailto:Paul_Fulbrook@health.qld.gov.au
http://www.commercialisationaustralia.gov.au/Pages/Home.aspx
http://www.commercialisationaustralia.gov.au/Pages/Home.aspx
mailto:mshazell@fusidium.com
http://creativecommons.org.au/cc-roadshow-2010
http://creativecommons.org.au/contact


Peer-to-Patent is an online forum that enables the community to identify prior art that might not be 
picked up by the patent office.  A 12 month pilot program to assess the effectiveness of the Australian 
forum was recently completed and is being evaluated by IP Australia. 

For more information and to get involved as a community patent reviewer, visit the website.

Recent case law - Specsavers infringed copyright in advertisement 

Specsavers was found to infringe the copyright in Budget Eyewear's advertisement.  The words were 
not exactly the same but the idea of the advertising campaign had been copied. 

This case lowers the bar for copyright infringement and care should be taken when copying the ideas of 
others.

For more information, see the article published by Arthur Allens Robinson or read the case Budget
Eyewear Australia Pty Ltd v Specsavers Pty Ltd [2010] FCA 507, [16].

If you have been forwarded this eBulletin and would like to subscribe to the Office of Health and 
Medical Research mailing list please complete the subscription form.
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