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1

Hamish Swanson

From: Phoenix Campbell
Sent: Friday, 26 May 2023 2:08 PM
To: Courtney Thompson; Natarjsha Kramer
Subject: RE: FOR QUOTES: Vaping

Hey Courtney,   
 
See below: 
 
Quotes attributable to Health Minister Shannon Fentiman: 

“Frankly, these results are confronting.” 

“We know vapes are becoming more popular, especially with younger people, and these results make it 
clear that what is inside them is extremely dangerous.” 

“This week, our government passed a bill to strengthen controls on smoking and vaping, including harsher 
penalties for anyone selling or storing illegal tobacco.” 

ENDS 

 
Let me know if these are okay? 
 

Phoenix Campbell 
Media Advisor  
Office of the Hon. Shannon Fentiman MP  

Minister for Health, Mental Health, and Ambulance Services 
Minister for Women 
 --------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

P  |  E: @ministerial.qld.gov.au  

 
 
 
 

 

From: Courtney Thompson  @ministerial.qld.gov.au>  
Sent: Friday, May 26, 2023 1:03 PM 
To: Phoenix Campbell  @ministerial.qld.gov.au>; Natarjsha Kramer 

@ministerial.qld.gov.au> 
Subject: FOR QUOTES: Vaping 
 
Hi team – quotes please for this release for tomorrow.  
 
Will be in the Saturday paper 
 
 

 

Courtney Thompson  
Senior Media Advisor (she/her) 
Office of the Hon. Annastacia Palaszczuk MP 
Premier and Minister for the Olympic and Paralympic Games 

 
M  | E @ministerial.qld.gov.au 
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This email contains confidential information intended for the use of the addressee.  
If you are not the addressee you must not use, distribute or reproduce this email or the information it contains.  
If you have received this email in error please reply to AMA Queensland Ltd  immediately and delete the document. 
All liability is expressly disclaimed for any loss or damage which may arise from any person acting on any statement 
or information contained herein. 
No warranty is made that this email is free from computer virus or other defect.  
‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐ 
If you do not wish to receive emails of any nature from AMA Queensland Ltd  in the future please reply to this email  
placing the word “unsubscribe” in the subject line.  This will be processed within 48 hours. 
‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐ 
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1

Hamish Swanson

From: Courtney Thompson
Sent: Friday, 26 May 2023 1:03 PM
To: Phoenix Campbell; Natarjsha Kramer
Subject: FOR QUOTES: Vaping
Attachments: MR - Vaping results are in.docx

Hi team – quotes please for this release for tomorrow.  
 
Will be in the Saturday paper 
 
 

 

Courtney Thompson  
Senior Media Advisor (she/her) 
Office of the Hon. Annastacia Palaszczuk MP 
Premier and Minister for the Olympic and Paralympic Games 

 
M   | E ministerial.qld.gov.au 
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Premier 
Minister for the Olympic and Paralympic Games 

The Honourable Annastacia Palaszczuk 
 

 

 

 
Vaping: results are in 

Tests on popular vapes have revealed staggering amounts of nicotine plus chemicals 
including arsenic and formaldehyde. 

Premier Annastacia Palaszczuk asked parliament’s Health and Environment Committee to 
perform the tests amid concerns consumers were unaware what the vapes contain. 

The Committee continues to evaluate their availability and use among children. 

The Committee analysed the chemical composition of 17 e-liquid samples currently available 
of the Queensland vape market. 

Lab tests were performed for the presence of nicotine plus other substances including 
carbonyl compounds, volatile organic compounds, pesticides, fungicides and herbicides and 
heavy metals. 

Key findings include: 

• All samples tested positive for nicotine. 

The nicotine content ranged from trace levels (less than 200 mg/kg) to 47,000 mg/kg. 

Under Queensland law, vaping devices containing nicotine may only be obtained from a 
pharmacy using a prescription. 

Vapes containing nicotine sourced from retailers are illegal.  

• All samples contained at least two carbonyl compounds: formaldehyde and 
acetaldehyde. Formaldehyde is classified as a group 1 human carcinogen. 

• All samples contained Volatile Organic Compounds. VOCs are typically used in the 
manufacture of paints, pharmaceuticals and refrigerants.  

• All samples contained arsenic and zinc. Other toxic heavy metals included lead, 
mercury, nickel, chromium, antimony, aluminium, iron, nickel, barium, manganese, 
copper, strontium and vanadium. 

A number of these heavy metals are known to be carcinogenic, mutagenic, toxic to 
reproduction and development and cause neurological anomalies. 

The federal government has announced a ban on all but vapes prescribed by health 
professionals. 

Quotes attributable to the Premier Annastacia Palaszczuk:  

“I asked the Health and Environment Committee to look at this issue and these results are 
staggering. 

“There are people who might think vaping is safer than smoking or, indeed, harmless. 

“These test results should make those people think again. 

Quotes attributable to Health Minister Shannon Fentiman: 

“xxxx” 

ENDS 
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1

Hamish Swanson

From: Shannon Fentiman
Sent: Saturday, 27 May 2023 10:26 AM
To: Laura Fraser Hardy; Amanda Medew
Subject: Fwd: HIBs
Attachments: image002.png; ; HIB Vaping v2.docx

 

 

Sent from my iPad 
 
Begin forwarded message: 

From: Phoenix Campbell  @ministerial.qld.gov.au> 
Date: 27 May 2023 at 9:3
To: Shannon Fentiman < @ministerial.qld.gov.au> 
Subject: HIBs 

  
Hi Shannon 
  
Find attached HIBs on vaping 
  
  
  

Phoenix Campbell 
Media Advisor  
Office of the Hon. Shannon Fentiman MP  
Minister for Health, Mental Health, and Ambulance Services 
Minister for Women 
 --------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
P |  E: @ministerial.qld.gov.au  
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HOT ISSUE BRIEF  

VAPING  

• These results are extremely confronting and should make 
people think again about vaping. 

• Tests on popular vapes have revealed a staggering amount of 
nicotine, plus dangerous chemicals like arsenic and 
formaldehyde. 

• The premier requested these tests be carried out by 
parliament’s Health and Environment Committee as part of an 
inquiry into vaping.  

• These results make clear just how dangerous vaping is, 
particularly for our younger generation and it is important that 
we are all aware of exactly what is in these products. 

• Under Queensland law, vaping devices containing nicotine are 
only legal through a pharmacy prescription. None of the vapes 
tested should legally have shown a reading for nicotine – but 
every single one did.  

• This week the Palaszczuk Government passed a bill to 
strengthen laws around smoking and vaping, and to increase 
penalties for the illegal selling and storage of tobacco.  

•  We have also seen the Federal Government announce:  

o a ban on the importation of non-prescription vapes 

o Increase minimum quality standards 

o Banning single use, disposable vapes. 

 

• I think the results today show that these measures are 
absolutely warranted, and I am committed to working with 
Minister Mark Butler to ensure that we are not exposing people 
– especially young people – to the excessive risks posed by 
vapes.   
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1

Hamish Swanson

From: Phoenix Campbell
Sent: Friday, 26 May 2023 1:53 PM
To: Shannon Fentiman
Cc: Natarjsha Kramer
Subject: FW: FOR QUOTES: Vaping
Attachments: MR - Vaping results are in.docx

Hey, are you okay with the below quotes: 
 
Quotes attributable to Health Minister Shannon Fentiman: 

“Frankly, these results are confronting.” 

“We know vapes are becoming more popular, especially with younger people, and these results make clear 
what is inside them.” 

“This week, our government passed a bill to strengthen controls on smoking and vaping, including harsher 
penalties for anyone selling or storing illegal tobacco.” 

 

Phoenix Campbell 
Media Advisor  
Office of the Hon. Shannon Fentiman MP  

Minister for Health, Mental Health, and Ambulance Services 
Minister for Women 
 --------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

P  |  E:  ministerial.qld.gov.au  

 
 
 
 

From: Courtney Thompson  ministerial.qld.gov.au>  
Sent: Friday, May 26, 2023 1:03 PM 
To: Phoenix Campbell  @ministerial.qld.gov.au>; Natarjsha Kramer 

@ministerial.qld.gov.au> 
Subject: FOR QUOTES: Vaping 
 
Hi team – quotes please for this release for tomorrow.  
 
Will be in the Saturday paper 
 
 

 

Courtney Thompson  
Senior Media Advisor (she/her) 
Office of the Hon. Annastacia Palaszczuk MP 
Premier and Minister for the Olympic and Paralympic Games 

 
M   | E @ministerial.qld.gov.au 
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Premier 
Minister for the Olympic and Paralympic Games 

The Honourable Annastacia Palaszczuk 
 

 

 

 
Vaping: results are in 

Tests on popular vapes have revealed staggering amounts of nicotine plus chemicals 
including arsenic and formaldehyde. 

Premier Annastacia Palaszczuk asked parliament’s Health and Environment Committee to 
perform the tests amid concerns consumers were unaware what the vapes contain. 

The Committee continues to evaluate their availability and use among children. 

The Committee analysed the chemical composition of 17 e-liquid samples currently available 
of the Queensland vape market. 

Lab tests were performed for the presence of nicotine plus other substances including 
carbonyl compounds, volatile organic compounds, pesticides, fungicides and herbicides and 
heavy metals. 

Key findings include: 

• All samples tested positive for nicotine. 

The nicotine content ranged from trace levels (less than 200 mg/kg) to 47,000 mg/kg. 

Under Queensland law, vaping devices containing nicotine may only be obtained from a 
pharmacy using a prescription. 

Vapes containing nicotine sourced from retailers are illegal.  

• All samples contained at least two carbonyl compounds: formaldehyde and 
acetaldehyde. Formaldehyde is classified as a group 1 human carcinogen. 

• All samples contained Volatile Organic Compounds. VOCs are typically used in the 
manufacture of paints, pharmaceuticals and refrigerants.  

• All samples contained arsenic and zinc. Other toxic heavy metals included lead, 
mercury, nickel, chromium, antimony, aluminium, iron, nickel, barium, manganese, 
copper, strontium and vanadium. 

A number of these heavy metals are known to be carcinogenic, mutagenic, toxic to 
reproduction and development and cause neurological anomalies. 

The federal government has announced a ban on all but vapes prescribed by health 
professionals. 

Quotes attributable to the Premier Annastacia Palaszczuk:  

“I asked the Health and Environment Committee to look at this issue and these results are 
staggering. 

“There are people who might think vaping is safer than smoking or, indeed, harmless. 

“These test results should make those people think again. 

Quotes attributable to Health Minister Shannon Fentiman: 

“xxxx” 

ENDS 
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1

Hamish Swanson

From: Natarjsha Kramer
Sent: Thursday, 25 May 2023 11:55 AM
To: Shannon Fentiman
Cc: Phoenix Campbell
Subject: FOR APPROVAL: Tobacco MR
Attachments: MR - Tobacco_v3.docx

Hey, 
 
Lines re e‐cigare es have been included and grabs from the Lung Founda on. Wai ng to hear back from the Heart 
Founda on s ll with their quotes but can add them when published. 
 
Let me know if you have changes. 
 
 

Natarjsha Kramer 
Senior Media Advisor  
Office of the Hon. Shannon Fentiman MP  

Minister for Health, Mental Health and Ambulance Services 
Minister for Women 
 --------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

P |  E:  @ministerial.qld.gov.au 
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xx May 2023  
 

Major law reforms strike at the heart of illicit tobacco traders in Queensland 
 

• The Queensland Parliament has passed legislation introduced by the Palaszczuk 
Government to strengthen Queensland’s anti-smoking and illicit tobacco laws and 
their enforcement. 

• The amendments include stronger enforcement action on illicit tobacco sale and 
supply, the introduction of a licencing scheme for the sale of tobacco, the 
expansion of smoke-free areas and tougher restrictions on cigarette sales in 
licenced venues. 

• The maximum penalty for supplying illicit tobacco will be $43,125 and the 
maximum penalty for storing illicit tobacco will be $20,125. 
 

Armed with new laws, Queensland Health will take control of ridding our community of illicit 
tobacco and cracking down on anyone who sells it with hefty fines. 

By streamlining the previous laws, the government is confident Health authorities will be able 
to move with more agility to target and prosecute illegal operators with one lead agency 
taking up the fight. 

Queensland Police will support Health Officers, assuming the important role of investigating 
and seizing illegal tobacco products.  

The laws aim to keep illegal tobacco off the streets and ensure only “fit and proper” people 
are licenced to sell and store legal products.   

The government believes the new measures will send a clear message to illegal suppliers 
that trading in illicit tobacco is no longer low risk with high reward, 

Anyone growing, selling, or storing illicit tobacco will be caught and dealt with appropriately. 

Queensland Health is also working with the Department of Justice and Attorney-General to 
introduce penalty infringement notices for many of the new offences under the Act, enabling 
use of ‘on-the-spot’ fines by authorised persons. 

The illicit tobacco legislation follows the government’s crackdown on vaping and e-cigarettes 
and businesses involved in selling e-cigarette products. 

A parliamentary inquiry will shortly begin into vaping and e-cigarettes with a focus on 
children and teenagers. 

Quotes attributable to the Minister for Health and Ambulance Services and Minister 

for Women, Shannon Fentiman: 

“Despite the success we have had in reducing the number of Queensland smokers by more 
than half over the past 25 years, smoking still causes far too many preventable deaths. 

 

 

Minister for Health and Ambulance Services  
and Minister for Women 
The Honourable Shannon Fentiman MP 
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“We are coming after illegal tobacco products and the people involved in producing, selling 
or storing it, you will be caught, and you will face hefty penalties”.  

“The maximum penalty for supplying illicit tobacco will be $43,125 and the maximum penalty 
for storing illicit tobacco will be $20,125. 

“These major tobacco law reforms were developed after consulting key stakeholders such as 
retailers and hospitality businesses, small businesses, and public health agencies. 

“Among other reforms, they introduce a licencing scheme for wholesale and retail suppliers 
of smoking products.  

“They make it an offence to supply illicit tobacco, or for retailers to even store illicit tobacco, 
and provide high penalties for doing so.” 

Quotes attributable to the AMA Queensland President, Dr Maria Boulton: 

“Taken in conjunction with the federal government’s move to crack down on non-prescription 
nicotine products, we are finally seeing real action to protect young people from nicotine 
addiction and lung damage. 

“Vaping is emerging as a real health threat to young Queenslanders, particularly those who 
would never consider smoking a tobacco cigarette.” 

Quotes attributable to the Lung Foundation Australia CEO, Mark Brooke: 

“We welcome the passing of the Tobacco and Other Smoking Products Amendment Bill. 

“These reforms are integral in continuing the decades of hard work by the Queensland 
Government to reduce tobacco and e-cigarette use and protect the health of young people 
and non-smokers.   

“Queensland has long been a leader in tobacco control, and we are heartened to see these 
strong efforts continue.” 

ENDS 

 

Media contact:  
 
 

RTI R
ele

as
e

DOHDL23244988 Page 22 of 52



1

Hamish Swanson

From: Phoenix Campbell
Sent: Saturday, 27 May 2023 9:33 AM
To: Shannon Fentiman
Subject: HIBs
Attachments:  HIB Vaping v2.docx

Hi Shannon 
 
Find a ached HIBs on vaping and
 
 
 

Phoenix Campbell 
Media Advisor  
Office of the Hon. Shannon Fentiman MP  

Minister for Health, Mental Health, and Ambulance Services 
Minister for Women 
 -------------------------------------------------------- -------------------------------------- 

P |  E:  @ministerial.qld.gov.au  
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HOT ISSUE BRIEF  

VAPING  

• These results are extremely confronting and should make 
people think again about vaping. 

• Tests on popular vapes have revealed a staggering amount of 
nicotine, plus dangerous chemicals like arsenic and 
formaldehyde. 

• The premier requested these tests be carried out by 
parliament’s Health and Environment Committee as part of an 
inquiry into vaping.  

• These results make clear just how dangerous vaping is, 
particularly for our younger generation and it is important that 
we are all aware of exactly what is in these products. 

• Under Queensland law, vaping devices containing nicotine are 
only legal through a pharmacy prescription. None of the vapes 
tested should legally have shown a reading for nicotine – but 
every single one did.  

• This week the Palaszczuk Government passed a bill to 
strengthen laws around smoking and vaping, and to increase 
penalties for the illegal selling and storage of tobacco.  

•  We have also seen the Federal Government announce:  

o a ban on the importation of non-prescription vapes 

o Increase minimum quality standards 

o Banning single use, disposable vapes. 

 

• I think the results today show that these measures are 
absolutely warranted, and I am committed to working with 
Minister Mark Butler to ensure that we are not exposing people 
– especially young people – to the excessive risks posed by 
vapes.   
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This email, together with any attachments, is intended for the named recipient(s) only; and
may contain privileged and confidential information. If received in error, you are asked to
inform the sender as quickly as possible and delete this email and any copies of this from
your computer system network.

If not an intended recipient of this email, you must not copy, distribute or take any action(s)
that relies on it; any form of disclosure, modification, distribution and /or publication of this
email is also prohibited.

Unless stated otherwise, this email represents only the views of the sender and not the views
of the Queensland Government.

Please consider the environment before printing this email.
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1

Hamish Swanson

From: Natarjsha Kramer
Sent: Friday, 26 May 2023 8:39 AM
To: James Farrell
Subject: Re: Our draft media release

Thanks all. I’ve told journo it’s a rollout. 

Sent from my iPhone 
 
 

On 26 May 2023, at 8:24 am, James Farrell < ministerial.qld.gov.au> wrote: 

  

1. To allow affected stakeholders to make the structural and operational changes needed to 
comply with new requirements before they become law, some of the amendments in the 
Bill commence on a date after assent. For example, the new prohibition on smoking at 
outdoor markets commences on 1 September 2023, some of the changes at liquor 
licensed premises commence on 1 July 2024, and unlicensed wholesale or retail sale 
becomes an offence on 1 September 2024. 

2. The prohibition on child employees supplying smoking products also commences on 
1 September 2024, with small businesses having a further twelve months in which to 
comply. 

  
  
  
<image004.png> 

James Farrell 
Senior Policy Advisor 
Office of the Hon. Shannon Fentiman MP  
Minister for Health. Mental Health and Ambulance Services | Minister for Women 
 --------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

@ministerial.qld.gov.au 
1 William Street Brisbane QLD 4000 
  
<image003.png> 
  

From: Natarjsha Kramer  ministerial.qld.gov.au>  
Sent: Friday, May 26, 2023 8:12 AM 
To: Maria Hawthorne < amaq.com.au> 
Cc: James Farrell < ministerial.qld.gov.au> 
Subject: Re: Our draft media release 
  
Thanks Maria. 
  
Just a query also, when do the laws come into affect? 

Sent from my iPhone 
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4

‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐
‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐ 
This email contains confidential information intended for the use of the addressee.  
If you are not the addressee you must not use, distribute or reproduce this email or the information it 
contains.  
If you have received this email in error please reply to AMA Queensland Ltd  immediately and delete 
the document. 
All liability is expressly disclaimed for any loss or damage which may arise from any person acting on 
any statement 
or information contained herein. 
No warranty is made that this email is free from computer virus or other defect.  
‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐
‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐ 
If you do not wish to receive emails of any nature from AMA Queensland Ltd  in the future please reply 
to this email  
placing the word “unsubscribe” in the subject line.  This will be processed within 48 hours. 
‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐
‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐ 
  

This email, together with any attachments, is intended for the named recipient(s) 
only; and may contain privileged and confidential information. If received in error, 
you are asked to inform the sender as quickly as possible and delete this email and 
any copies of this from your computer system network. 
 
If not an intended recipient of this email, you must not copy, distribute or take any 
action(s) that relies on it; any form of disclosure, modification, distribution and /or 
publication of this email is also prohibited. 
 
Unless stated otherwise, this email represents only the views of the sender and not 
the views of the Queensland Government. 
 
Please consider the environment before printing this email. 
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Maria Hawthorne | Media & Communications Officer  
Australian Medical Association Queensland Limited 

 PO Box 123, Red Hill Q 4059  
M   T    | F 07 3856 4727 
E @amaq.com.au |  W qld.ama.com.au   
Fa edIn | Twitter | Instagram | YouTube | Queensland Doctors’ Community  
Leading Queensland Doctors, Creating Better Health 
PLEASE CONSIDER THE ENVIRONMENT BEFORE PRINTING THIS EMAIL 
<image007.jpg> 
 
‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐ 
This email contains confidential information intended for the use of the addressee.  
If you are not the addressee you must not use, distribute or reproduce this email or the information it contains.  
If you have received this email in error please reply to AMA Queensland Ltd  immediately and delete the document. 
All liability is expressly disclaimed for any loss or damage which may arise from any person acting on any statement 
or information contained herein. 
No warranty is made that this email is free from computer virus or other defect.  
‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐ 
If you do not wish to receive emails of any nature from AMA Queensland Ltd  in the future please reply to this email  
placing the word “unsubscribe” in the subject line.  This will be processed within 48 hours. 
‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐ 
  

This email, together with any attachments, is intended for the named recipient(s) only; and 
may contain privileged and confidential information. If received in error, you are asked to 
inform the sender as quickly as possible and delete this email and any copies of this from 
your computer system network. 
 
If not an intended recipient of this email, you must not copy, distribute or take any action(s) 
that relies on it; any form of disclosure, modification, distribution and /or publication of this 
email is also prohibited. 
 
Unless stated otherwise, this email represents only the views of the sender and not the views 
of the Queensland Government. 
 
Please consider the environment before printing this email. 

This email, together with any attachments, is intended for the named recipient(s) only; and may contain 
privileged and confidential information. If received in error, you are asked to inform the sender as quickly 
as possible and delete this email and any copies of this from your computer system network. 
 
If not an intended recipient of this email, you must not copy, distribute or take any action(s) that relies on it; 
any form of disclosure, modification, distribution and /or publication of this email is also prohibited. 
 
Unless stated otherwise, this email represents only the views of the sender and not the views of the 
Queensland Government. 
 
Please consider the environment before printing this email. 
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Hamish Swanson

From: Courtney Thompson
Sent: Friday, 26 May 2023 10:40 AM
To: Phoenix Campbell
Subject: Vaping
Attachments: VAPE Enquiry.pdf

 
 
 

 

Courtney Thompson  
Senior Media Advisor (she/her) 
Office of the Hon. Annastacia Palaszczuk MP 
Premier and Minister for the Olympic and Paralympic Games 

 
M  | E @ministerial.qld.gov.au 
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Hamish Swanson

From: Natarjsha Kramer
Sent: Friday, 26 May 2023 9:41 PM
To: Phoenix Campbell
Subject: Vaping HIB
Attachments: HIB Vaping.docx

Hey, 
 
Have attached the Vaping HIB – hope it helps tomorrow. Thanks again for everything today. 
 

Natarjsha Kramer 
Senior Media Advisor  
Office of the Hon. Shannon Fentiman MP  

Minister for Health, Mental Health and Ambulance Services 
Minister for Women 
 --------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

P |  E: @ministerial.qld.gov.au 
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HOT ISSUE BRIEF  

VAPING  

• These results are extremely confronting and should make people 
think again about vaping. 

• Tests on popular vapes have revealed a staggering amount of 
nicotine, plus dangerous chemicals like arsenic and 
formaldehyde. 

• The premier requested these tests be carried out by parliament’s 
Health and Environment Committee.  

• Vaping is extremely dangerous, particularly for our younger 
generation and it is important that we are all aware of exactly 
what is in these products. 

• Under Queensland law, vaping devices containing nicotine are 
only legal through a pharmacy prescription – these tests showed 
every sample tested contained nicotine. 

• This week the Palaszczuk Government passed a bill to 
strengthen laws around smoking and vaping – and we have seen 
the Federal Government announce a ban on all vapes not 
prescribed by health professionals. 

• We will continue working to ensure our community is safe from 
the harm of vaping. 

 
BACKGROUND 

The Committee analysed the chemical composition of 17 e-liquid samples currently available 
on the Queensland vape market. 

Lab tests performed showed presence of nicotine in every sample. 

• All samples contained at least two carbonyl compounds: formaldehyde and 
acetaldehyde. Formaldehyde is classified as a group 1 human carcinogen. 

• All samples contained Volatile Organic Compounds. VOCs are typically used in the 
manufacture of paints, pharmaceuticals and refrigerants.  

• All samples contained arsenic and zinc. Other toxic heavy metals included lead, 
mercury, nickel, chromium, antimony, aluminium, iron, nickel, barium, manganese, 
copper, strontium and vanadium. 

A number of these heavy metals are known to be carcinogenic, mutagenic, toxic to 
reproduction and development and cause neurological anomalies. 

RTI R
ele

as
e

DOHDL23244988 Page 44 of 52



HOT ISSUE BRIEF  

VAPING  

• These results are extremely confronting and should make 
people think again about vaping. 

• Tests on popular vapes have revealed a staggering amount of 
nicotine, plus dangerous chemicals like arsenic and 
formaldehyde. 

• The premier requested these tests be carried out by 
parliament’s Health and Environment Committee as part of an 
inquiry into vaping.  

• These results make clear just how dangerous vaping is, 
particularly for our younger generation and it is important that 
we are all aware of exactly what is in these products. 

• Under Queensland law, vaping devices containing nicotine are 
only legal through a pharmacy prescription. None of the vapes 
tested should legally have shown a reading for nicotine – but 
every single one did.  

• This week the Palaszczuk Government passed a bill to 
strengthen laws around smoking and vaping, and to increase 
penalties for the illegal selling and storage of tobacco.  

•  We have also seen the Federal Government announce:  

o a ban on the importation of non-prescription vapes 

o Increase minimum quality standards 

o Banning single use, disposable vapes. 

 

• I think the results today show that these measures are 
absolutely warranted, and I am committed to working with 
Minister Mark Butler to ensure that we are not exposing people 
– especially young people – to the excessive risks posed by 
vapes.   
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Hamish Swanson

From: James Farrell
Sent: Friday, 26 May 2023 12:50 PM
To: Phoenix Campbell
Subject: RE: Vaping Document
Attachments: VAPE Enquiry.pdf

 This week we passed new laws to crack down on illegal tobacco and e‐cigarettes. 
 

 We know there are long‐term health impacts of these products and we need to keep our community – 
especially children and young people – safe. 

 

 The Premier asked a parliamentary committee to look into the health harms of e‐cigarettes, with a focus on 
understanding what’s in these products. 

 

 The evidence Queensland Health has provided to the Committee this week is just frightening. 
 

 Queensland Health tested 17 e‐cigarette products and found: 
o All 17 samples contained nicotine – the current rules say nicotine‐containing e‐cigarettes should 

only be available under prescription, from a pharmacy, so these are already ILLEGAL products. 
o All 17 samples contained carbonyl compounds, which irritate lung tissues and are potentially 

harmful to health. One example is formaldehyde – classified by the International Agency for 
Research on Cancer as a class 1 carcinogen, and found in all 17 samples.  

o All 17 samples contained volatile organic compound chemicals that are typically used and produced 
in the manufacture of paints, pharmaceuticals, and refrigerants. 

o All 17 samples contained between five and fifteen heavy metals, including arsenic and zinc (which 
were detected in all samples) as well as lead, mercury, nickel, iron, copper, and many others. 

 

 The only ‘good’ news is that none of the samples recorded ingredients that have been banned by the TGA in 
e‐cigarettes, above Queensland Health’s laboratory detection limit of 2000 ppm (parts per million). 
However, the TGA says there should be less than 10 ppm for these eight harmful chemicals, so Queensland 
Health tried another testing method, which found one of these banned ingredients (benzaldehyde) in 
multiple (two) products.  

 

 This information confirms that e‐cigarettes contain harmful chemicals, and confirms that they are 

dangerous. 

 

 The Commonwealth recently announced a ra  of measures to address vaping, including: 

 

o Closing down the sale of e‐cigarettes in retail settings;  
o Making it easier for people to get a prescription if they want to use e‐cigarettes to help them quit 

smoking; 
o stopping the import of non‐prescription e‐cigarettes; 
o increasing the minimum quality standards for e‐cigarettes including by restricting flavours, colours, 

and other ingredients; 
o requiring pharmaceutical‐like packaging; 
o reducing the allowed nicotine concentrations and volumes; and 
o banning all single use, disposable e‐cigarettes. 

 

 The laws we introduced this week include stronger enforcement ac on on illicit tobacco sale and supply, the 

introduc on of a licensing scheme for the sale of tobacco, the expansion of smoke‐free areas and tougher 

restric ons on cigare e and vape sales in licensed venues. 
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 Armed with this alarming new scien fic evidence about the harmful ingredients in e‐cigare es provided by 

my Department, the Queensland Parliament’s Health and Environment Commi ee is due to report by 31 

August 2023. 

 
 
 

James Farrell 
Senior Policy Advisor 
Office of the Hon. Shannon Fentiman MP  
Minister for Health. Mental Health and Ambulance Services | Minister for Women 
 --------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 | @ministerial.qld.gov.au 
1 William Street Brisbane QLD 4000 

 

 
 

From: Phoenix Campbell < @ministerial.qld.gov.au>  
Sent: Friday, May 26, 2023 12:17 PM 
To: James Farrell ministerial.qld.gov.au> 
Subject: Vaping Document 
 
 
 

Phoenix Campbell 
Media Advisor  
Office of the Hon. Shannon Fentiman MP  

Minister for Health, Mental Health, and Ambulance Services 
Minister for Women 
 --------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

P |  E: @ministerial.qld.gov.au  
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Hamish Swanson

From: Phoenix Campbell
Sent: Friday, 26 May 2023 2:08 PM
To: Courtney Thompson; Natarjsha Kramer
Subject: RE: FOR QUOTES: Vaping

Hey Courtney,   
 
See below: 
 
Quotes attributable to Health Minister Shannon Fentiman: 

“Frankly, these results are confronting.” 

“We know vapes are becoming more popular, especially with younger people, and these results make it 
clear that what is inside them is extremely dangerous.” 

“This week, our government passed a bill to strengthen controls on smoking and vaping, including harsher 
penalties for anyone selling or storing illegal tobacco.” 

ENDS 

 
Let me know if these are okay? 
 

Phoenix Campbell 
Media Advisor  
Office of the Hon. Shannon Fentiman MP  

Minister for Health, Mental Health, and Ambulance Services 
Minister for Women 
 -------------------------------------------------------- --------------------------------------- 

P  |  E: @ministerial.qld.gov.au  

 
 
 
 

 

From: Courtney Thompson < @ministerial.qld.gov.au>  
Sent: Friday, May 26, 2023 1:03 PM 
To: Phoenix Campbell < @ministerial.qld.gov.au>; Natarjsha Kramer 

@ministerial.qld.gov.au> 
Subject: FOR QUOTES: Vaping 
 
Hi team – quotes please for this release for tomorrow.  
 
Will be in the Saturday paper 
 
 

 

Courtney Thompson  
Senior Media Advisor (she/her) 
Office of the Hon. Annastacia Palaszczuk MP 
Premier and Minister for the Olympic and Paralympic Games 

 
M | E @ministerial.qld.gov.au s.73 - Irrelevant 
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Hamish Swanson

From: Phoenix Campbell
Sent: Saturday, 27 May 2023 9:33 AM
To: Shannon Fentiman
Subject: HIBs
Attachments: HIB Yarrabah Atherton v3.docx; HIB Vaping v2.docx

Hi Shannon 
 
Find a ached HIBs on vaping
 
 
 

Phoenix Campbell 
Media Advisor  
Office of the Hon. Shannon Fentiman MP  

Minister for Health, Mental Health, and Ambulance Services 
Minister for Women 
 --------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

P   E: @ministerial.qld.gov.au  
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HOT ISSUE BRIEF  

VAPING  

• These results are extremely confronting and should make 
people think again about vaping. 

• Tests on popular vapes have revealed a staggering amount of 
nicotine, plus dangerous chemicals like arsenic and 
formaldehyde. 

• The premier requested these tests be carried out by 
parliament’s Health and Environment Committee as part of an 
inquiry into vaping.  

• These results make clear just how dangerous vaping is, 
particularly for our younger generation and it is important that 
we are all aware of exactly what is in these products. 

• Under Queensland law, vaping devices containing nicotine are 
only legal through a pharmacy prescription. None of the vapes 
tested should legally have shown a reading for nicotine – but 
every single one did.  

• This week the Palaszczuk Government passed a bill to 
strengthen laws around smoking and vaping, and to increase 
penalties for the illegal selling and storage of tobacco.  

•  We have also seen the Federal Government announce:  

o a ban on the importation of non-prescription vapes 

o Increase minimum quality standards 

o Banning single use, disposable vapes. 

 

• I think the results today show that these measures are 
absolutely warranted, and I am committed to working with 
Minister Mark Butler to ensure that we are not exposing people 
– especially young people – to the excessive risks posed by 
vapes.   
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