
 

Communique – Interim Pharmacy Roundtable Meeting held 17 December 2019  

The Interim Pharmacy Roundtable held its fifth meeting on 17 December 2019 in Brisbane.   

The Roundtable continued discussions of recommendation 8 of the Health, Communities, Disability 
Services and Domestic and Family Violence Prevention Committee’s Report No. 12, 56th Parliament – 
Inquiry into the establishment of a pharmacy council and transfer of pharmacy ownership in Queensland 
(Pharmacy Inquiry), regarding improvements to the Pharmacy Business Ownership Act 2001 (PBO Act).  
The Roundtable developed its first draft policy options paper, outlining principles and considerations for 
the regulation of pharmacy ownership in Queensland. The paper sought to clarify what is important to 
regulate in the context of pharmacy ownership, in particular which parts of the pharmacy business need 
to be regulated to prohibit control by a person other than the owner of the pharmacy business.  This 
Roundtable will further develop the draft policy options paper before formally providing advice to the 
Department of Health for consideration. 

The Roundtable provided feedback to the Department of Health on the implementation of 
recommendation 7 of the Pharmacy Inquiry, regarding the review of commercial arrangements for 
pharmacy ownership in Queensland. The Roundtable sought clarification from the department on what 
specific commercial documents are being requested from pharmacy owners and what obligation owners 
have, to participate in the review. As a result, the Department of Health is preparing guidelines for 
pharmacy owners that will be available on the pharmacy ownership website in early 2020. The 
Roundtable noted that the review is a significant step towards preparing the pharmacy industry for the 
possible future regulatory environment being considered under recommendation 8 of the Pharmacy 
Inquiry. It provides an opportunity for pharmacy businesses to have their compliance assessed while 
there are no applicable penalties.    

The Roundtable sought an update on the status of Community Pharmacy Compliance Surveys. The 
Surveys aim to prepare the pharmacy industry to transition to the new legislative framework arising 
from the Medicines and Poisons Act 2019 and support the implementation of recommendation 10 of the 
Pharmacy Inquiry. The Surveys will include site visits that are planned to commence in the first quarter 
of 2020. Community pharmacies and key industry stakeholders will receive communication about the 
compliance surveys from the Department of Health. Further information about the Surveys, including 
copies of the survey forms, will be available on the Community Pharmacy Compliance Survey webpage 
when developed.   

The Roundtable also discussed emerging technologies that are changing the way medicines are 
prescribed, dispensed and supplied. The discussion covered potential risks in relation to patient and 
community safety and the potential for fraudulent activity. The Roundtable explored how pharmacists 
can safeguard against these risks, the benefits of emerging technologies for patients in rural areas of 
Queensland and how the demand for online models is increasing.   

The next Roundtable meeting is planned for 18 February 2020. 

 


