Non-lethal Strangulation in Domestic and Family Violence
Health Response Flowchart

Non-lethal strangulation in domest1c and family violence (DFV).

e Has cumulative health impacts

e May cause serious injuries to the structures in the neck that are not visible to the eye, and for wh1ch there may be delayed
and/or generalised symptoms

e Health impacts can include permanent neurological damage, damage to the arteries that may be linked to stroke & may be
delayed hours, days or weeks, damage to the hyoid bone that can impede airways, and psychological trauma

Lo Is a significant indicator of a dangerous escalation in violence and a major risk fact for domestic homicide.
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ASK

If you know/suspect a client has experienced domestic violence, ask them
directly - Has your partner tried to strangle/choke/suffocate you?
If so, how many times?

USE CLINICAL JUDGEMENT ggilhp CONSULT

to assess the need for further radiological tests & treatment
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f " INFORM & REFER '

Inform your clients of the risks, symptoms, and possible health outcomes to enable
informed decision-making.

| Ask if the client would like to make a report to the police, and/or if they would like a
I referral to a specialist support worker.

I HHS Social Worker PH: .

|

~ Specialist DFV Service PH: . |
Refer to the DFV Information Sharing Flowchart for Health Workers to guide your :

- ~_ approach to sharing and requesting information. r
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https://www.health.qld.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0030/689430/dfv-info-sharing-flowchart.pdf



