
Communique – Interim Pharmacy Roundtable Meeting held 9 October 2019  

The Interim Pharmacy Roundtable held its third meeting on 9 October 2019 in Brisbane.   

At the meeting the Roundtable continued discussions in relation to the Department of Health’s 
facilitation of a baseline review of all pharmacies, as outlined in the Government response to 
recommendation 10 of the Health, Communities, Disability Services and Domestic and Family Violence 
Prevention Committee’s Report No. 12, 56th Parliament – Inquiry into the establishment of a pharmacy 
council and transfer of pharmacy ownership in Queensland (Pharmacy Inquiry). Roundtable members 
supported the revised approach based on the Roundtable’s advice at the September Roundtable.  

The baseline reviews, conducted through compliance surveys will support improved transparency 
regarding the compliance of pharmacists with the Health Regulation 1996 and the Health (Drugs and 
Poisons) Regulation 1996. Furthermore, the reviews will support the industry to transition to the new 
legislative framework arising from the Medicines and Poisons Bill 2019. The Roundtable offered to work 
with Department of Health in testing the approach and survey tool with the pharmacy sector, prior to 
commencement of the surveys.  

The Roundtable endorsed a draft policy to clarify the roles and obligations of Queensland Health in its 
administration of the Pharmacy Business Ownership Act 2001.  This includes how Queensland Health 
assesses and monitors ongoing compliance of pharmacy business owners with the requirements of the 
PBO Act. 

The Roundtable discussed the implications for pharmacy owners of the changes being introduced under 
the Medicines and Poisons Act 2019 and related Regulations and Standards under development. 
Roundtable members provided feedback to the Department on how it can support the pharmacy 
owners with the transition. 

A presentation was provided by Aaron Bawden, Registrar, Victorian Pharmacy Authority on regulation of 
pharmacy ownership in Victoria.  

The next Roundtable meeting is planned for 19 November 2019 in Brisbane. 


