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Private facility:	
Assessment performed by	
Date of assessment:		
CSCF service:	Perioperative – Post Anaesthetic Care Services 
CSCF service level:	Level 3

Purpose
This document is designed to help us assess your facility against the minimum services, workforce, risk management and support services requirements outlined in the CSCF modules to make sure you are able to offer a safe and compliant clinical service.

CSCF Requirements	Compliance	C - Compliant 	NC - Non-compliant 	N/A – Not applicable	Evidence of compliance with CSCF criteria	Provide a brief description and/or list evidence on how you comply with the requirements
Service description:
Generally provides elective surgery or other procedures; however, limited emergency surgery may also be provided.		Please provide specific information on the types of services you provide.	Please attach admission policy/criteria
Provides post-anaesthetic care for combinations of the following:	surgical complexity I procedures with low to high anaesthetic risk	surgical complexity II procedures with low to high anaesthetic risk	surgical complexity III procedures with low to medium anaesthetic risk	surgical complexity IV procedures with low to medium anaesthetic risk		
Service requirements: 
PACU is part of operating suite with easy access for management of emergencies.		
use of pain and post-operative nausea and vomiting protocols encouraged.		
written policies, procedures and protocols for post-anaesthetic patient care (including emergency situations).		
dedicated resuscitation trolley with defibrillator, airway management equipment and resuscitation drugs, and the means to deliver those drugs immediately is available.		
compliance in PACU with breastfeeding health initiative principles, which propose all women are to be provided with early and ongoing access to skin-to-skin contact (to cover birth to 6 weeks postnatal and following lower-segment caesarean section).		
requirements of relevant clinical modules within the CSCF are met, where maternity, paediatric and  emergency services are provided.		
on-site close observation care area/s for surgical complexity IV procedures.		
immediate access to anaesthetic machine for emergency ventilation only and not for long-term ventilation.		
immediate access to registered medical practitioner with credentials in anaesthetics to attend emergencies at all times.		
elective post-anaesthetic services generally provided during business hours.		
where day surgery offered, relevant staff available while patients on-site.		
where service provision 24 hour/s, registered medical practitioners available in accordance with documented time and/or distance policies		
suitable infection control, and isolation procedures and facilities, applicable to PACU.		
supply of emergency drugs and capacity for telephone consultation with clinical pharmacist.		
post-anaesthetic patient comment / feedback on pain management, and post-operative nausea and vomiting management may be included.		
information technology supporting electronic recordkeeping may be available.		
Specific service requirements for Children’s Post-Anaesthetic Care Services include:
minimum of two registered nurses present in the post-anaesthetic recovery area at all times when a patient admitted to the unit		
staff able to contact supervising registered medical practitioners and/or other relevant registered health professionals at all times.		
Workforce requirements:
staff directly providing anaesthetic services must be assigned responsibilities commensurate with their level of training and education, competence, experience, required level of supervision, credentials and scope of practice in accordance with particular statutory legislation.		
during stage 1.1, at reception stage, nursing staff minimum requirements include: 	1:1 nurse-patient ratio where patient is uncomplicated, unconscious patient 	capacity to manage continued artificial airway support / mechanical ventilation 	capacity to manage any paediatric patient regardless of age—paediatric patients require 1:1 nurse-patient ratios in reception stage 	capacity to manage initial phase of intravenous pain protocol administration 	2:1 nurse-patient ratio or higher may be required when patient is critically ill, unstable or complicated 	increased staffing levels until patient’s condition has stabilised may be required		
during stage 1.2, at stabilisation stage, which is also reception stage post procedures performed under conscious sedation, minimum nursing staff requirements include 1:2 nurse-patient ratio if patients are both conscious and stable, or a suitably qualified and experienced registered nurse supervising one nurse in training provided neither patient has complications.		
during stage 1.3, at pre-discharge stage, minimum nursing staff requirements include minimum 1:3 nurse-patient ratio provided patients are uncomplicated and comfortable.		
during stage 2, minimum nursing staff requirements include: 	minimum of two nurses, one of whom is a registered nurse, present when patient is present 	minimum staff for 1:4 nurse-patient ratio provided: 	patients are stable 	there is higher ratio for higher-acuity patients 	family member or care giver is present for children over 5 years of age within first hour of a procedure.		
Medical
registered medical practitioners with credentials in anaesthetics available in facilities with inpatients. 		
access to registered medical specialists with credentials in anaesthetics relevant to procedures performed for telephone consultation and clinical support. 		
Nursing
suitably qualified and experienced nurse manager (however titled) in charge of unit.		Please provide name of nurse manager or equivalent.
dedicated PACU registered nurses who are suitably qualified and experienced.		Please provide a nursing staff roster that includes staff designations.
access to nursing staff trained in advanced life support.		
may have other nursing staff under direct supervision of registered nurses.		
Allied Health
access to allied health professionals who may include physiotherapy, social work, occupational therapy, psychology, speech pathology or other disciplines, during business hours, as required.		
Other
may provide specialist services / functions on visiting basis.  		
Specific workforce requirements for Children’s Post-Anaesthetic Care Services include:
staff providing post-anaesthetic care are suitably qualified and experienced in the care of children		
Medical
registered medical practitioner remaining on-site until patient recovered from anaesthesia and meets PACU discharge criteria, as per facility guidelines and ANZCA PS417.		
registered medical specialist with credentials in anaesthesia and working in their scope of practice must remain on-site until child between 1 and 2 years of age recovering from surgical complexity III with low anaesthetic risk procedures has fully recovered and been discharged from post-anaesthetic care area.		
medical and surgical registered medical practitioners with credentials relevant to procedures performed available for telephone consultation and clinical support.		
Nursing
suitably qualified and experienced registered nurse in charge on each shift.		
access to other suitably qualified and experienced nursing staff.		
nursing staff with paediatric nursing experience must remain on-site until child between 1 and 2 years of age recovering from surgical complexity III with low anaesthetic risk procedures has fully recovered and been discharged from post-anaesthetic care area.		
access to staff trained in paediatric life support.		
Specific Risk Considerations:
nil		

Support services:
On-site: 	Level 3 – Anaesthetic 		
Access to: 	Level 3 – Medical imaging 	Level 3 – Medication 	Level 3 - Pathology 	Level 4 – Intensive care	Level 4 – Nuclear medicine 		
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