Video transcript
[superimposed: Recommend influenza vaccination for children this flu season. Free for children from 6 months to less than 5 years]
Many parents and healthcare professionals do consider influenza a mild illness. Unfortunately, it results in many children admitted to public hospitals each year with influenza, and sadly up to 13 per cent of them will end up in intensive care unit.  [superimposed: Dr Sophie Wen, Paediatric Infection Specialist, Lady Cilento Children’s Hospital]
So the real tragedy about children having influenza is that it is a preventable illness. We’ve got safe and effective vaccines to be used in children; and they should be used in children. 
We want to let GPs know that children from six months to less than five years they can come to their practice and get free funded influenza vaccine to protect them against the flu. They can also go to other immunisation providers to get the vaccine.
[superimposed: Dr Stephen Lambert, Senior Medical Officer, Department of Health]

As a Paediatric Infection Specialist at Lady Cilento Children's Hospital, unfortunately I see many children who suffer from severe complications from the flu and sadly this is a vaccine-preventable disease.

[superimposed: Influenza can cause serious complications in children]

So children have some of the highest rates of any age group of influenza and all of the associated complications. But as well as that they are also a key group for spreading influenza to everyone in the community. 


Parents rely on our expert advice as healthcare professionals. There is research to show that parents are three times more likely to receive influenza vaccination if it’s recommended by a healthcare professional. 

[superimposed: Parents are 3 times more likely to get their children vaccinated against influenza – if recommended by a healthcare professional]

Research in Queensland and overseas shows that by getting a flu vaccine every year it can reduce the risk of children having influenza-related hospitalisations and influenza-related deaths. 
[superimposed: Influenza vaccine can reduce ED presentations and hospitalisations in children by up to 70% each flu season]
It’s important to note that this effect is not just for at-risk children. It’s important that healthy children get the protection as well. 
[superimposed: Annual immunisation against influenza is important for all children]
So I encourage you as a GP to speak to every parent and carer to offer children influenza vaccine every season.
[superimposed: Recommend influenza vaccination for children this flu season. Free for children from 6 months to less than 5 years]
