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Sampling instructions
· Use new gloves and a new swabbing template for each sample.

· Remove the contents of individual bags separately. 
· Bags contain a swabbing template, gloves, sample vial, vial label and ChemPad swab.
· Clandestine laboratory remediation guidelines recommend:
· at least five samples be taken from within the building. 
· any room or area inhabited by a child under 16 years of age should be sampled at least once.

Prepare to collect sample
1. Remove the sample submission form. This form is to be filled out as you are taking samples from the individual rooms.

2. Determine the best location to take the samples. If a police report is available showing the location of the suspected laboratory, this can be used as a guide. Target areas should be fixtures such as walls, tiles and ceilings in the immediate vicinity of where the laboratory was suspected as being in operation. You should target areas where there is visible staining on these types of surfaces.

3. On a clean surface, remove the contents of one individual bag.
4. Fill out the label with the sample number, sample description (e.g. laundry ceiling) and the date.

5. Put the label onto the sample vial.

6. Put on the gloves.

Collect sample

Steps 7 – 13 need to be completed quickly so swabs do not dry out.

7. Open the ChemPad swab sachet.
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Hold the swabbing template on the surface to be swabbed. 
Note: As the area being swabbed needs to be consistent during the swabbing, it is preferable if the template can be fastened to the wall with sticky tape or blu-tack.

9. Unfold the swab once to form a long rectangle. 
10. Swab the surface sideways from left to right moving down each time like you are reading a book.

11. Fold the swab in half making sure the part of the swab just used is on the inside.

12. Swab in the same way but move up and down instead of from side to side.

13. Place the swab in the sample vial and secure the lid.

14. Remove your gloves.

15. Dispose of used gloves and swabbing template. The general waste is suitable for disposal.
Complete sample record

16. Fill out the sample submission form for that sample.

17. Repeat steps 2 – 16 for the remainder of the samples.
18. Make sure the sample details section on the submission form is complete for all collections.
Send samples to:  
Clandestine Laboratory, Forensic Chemistry


Queensland Health Forensic and Scientific Services


39 Kessels Road


Coopers Plains Qld 4108

Sample submission form
Contact information
Client/company name and address:        


Delivery person:      
 Delivery date:      


Contact mail:     
 Phone no:        

Sampling information     Date:  ____/____/20____   Total number of samples:      


Person sampling:           
    ☐Pre-clean     ☐Post-clean    
Sampling address:   

Site observations/staining:   


Clandestine laboratory locations on the police report (if available):   

	Sample
	Sample description
	Surface material
	Lab use only

	1
	
	
	

	2
	
	
	

	3
	
	
	

	4
	
	
	

	5
	
	
	

	6
	
	
	

	7
	
	
	

	8
	
	
	

	9
	
	
	

	10
	
	
	


Comments:  
Lab use only


LIMS submission no.





Lab use only


LIMS exhibit barcode
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