
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

  

Darling Downs Hospital and Health Board Meeting  
29 October 2013 

 
 

Summary of the key issues discussed and decisions made by the Board 
 
 
A meeting of the Darling Downs Hospital and Health Board (the Board) was held on 29 October, at 
the Meeting Room, Murgon Hospital 
 
The meeting was chaired by Mr Mike Horan and attended by 8 members of the Board. Dr Dennis 
Campbell was an apology for this meeting. 
 
A range of matters were dealt with at the meeting including:  
 
 

 The Board noted the bill to modernise the industrial relations framework for Queensland 
Government employees was tabled in Parliament on 17 October, 2013. The Board 
discussed with the HSCE the general principles and proposed process for negotiations 
of medical officer contracts, if the legislation is passed in Parliament. 

 
 The Board considered advice provided by the DDHHS Legal Counsel in relation to 

procurement policy and the use of local suppliers in procurement projects. The Board 
endorsed that the existing State Procurement Policy provided a means of ensuring that 
local interests are represented in procurement activities. 

 
 The Board were briefed on the market sounding exercise conducted in relation to the 

provision of radiology services for Goondiwindi and endorsed for the DDHHS to 
proceed with an Expression of Interest process.  

 
 The Board reviewed the proposed Strategic Communication Plan, developed by the 

Media, Communication and Engagement service. The plan represents a change in 
focus and aims to use appropriate communication techniques to nurture and sustain 
relationships between the DDHHS and its stakeholders. 

 
 The Board endorsed a proposal for each ward / unit being given the opportunity to 

submit a request for up to $5000 of equipment to be funded as an end of year ‘Board 
Bonus’.  

 
 The HSCE provided a comprehensive report to the Board on the operations, activity and 

governance of the DDHHS in line with identified service priorities and performance 
indicators.  

 
 The Board received and noted reports provided from the Board Executive Committee, 

the Board Finance Committee and the Board Quality and Safety Committee. 
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 The Board noted the advice of the Board Quality and Safety Committee regarding the 
allocation of additional resources within the Quality and Safety domain to ensure a 
continued high standard of service efficiency and effectiveness, and endorsed the 
HSCE to progress as required. 

 
 

The Board took the opportunity to meet with a range of local representatives from the following 
areas during the day: Barambah Health Centre, Wondai Chamber of Commerce, Graham House 
Community Transport, Blue Care South Burnett, Alcohol and Drug Foundation Qld, Murgon Dental 
and the local media. 
 
On Monday 28th October, the Board met with staff and toured the facilities at Nanango, Cherbourg 
and Nanango Hospitals.  
 
 
This summary of key issues discussed and decisions made is approved for publishing by the Chair of the Darling 
Downs Hospital and Health Board and does not form or represent any part of the minutes of the meeting.  


