
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Darling Downs Hospital and Health Board Meeting  
28 January 2016 

 
Summary of the key issues discussed and decisions made by the Board 

 
A meeting of the Darling Downs Hospital and Health Board (the Board) was held on 28 January, 2016 at 
Toowoomba Hospital 
 
The meeting was chaired by Mr Mike Horan AM and attended by all members of the Board.  The Chair 
noted the resignation of Dr Peter Bristow as Health Service Chief Executive and thanked members for 
their attendance at the farewell function held on 13 January, 2016. Dr Peter Gillies was welcomed by the 
Chair as the Acting Health Service Chief Executive. 
 
Mr Michael Walsh, Director-General Queensland Health attended the meeting and provided an overview 
to the Board on the role of the Department of Health and Hospital and Health Services in providing 
collaborative leadership of the health system and the priority focus areas.   
 
Ms Melanie Reimann, Chief Finance Officer, Darling Downs Hospital and Health Service also attended 
the meeting. 
 
A range of matters were dealt with at the meeting including:  

   
 The Board approved the DDHHS Blood Products Budget for 2016-17. 

 The Board received an update on the master planning studies being completed for the 
Toowoomba and Kingaroy Hospital sites. 

 The Board received an update on capital works projects across the DDHHS. 

 The Board reviewed the data and DDHHS performance against the Patient Centred Emergency 
Access Health Service Directive and the new Quality Improvement Payment – Cardiac 
Rehabilitation. 

 The Acting HSCE provided a comprehensive report to the Board on the operations, activity and 
governance of the DDHHS in line with identified service priorities and performance indicators. 
The Board discussed the Chief Finance Officer report to the Board and the current financial 
position of the DDHHS. 

 The Board received and noted reports provided from the Board Executive Committee, and 
Board Finance Committee.   

 

The renovation at Fountain House 1, to create purpose-built office space and consultation rooms for staff 
and clients of the DDHHS Alcohol and Other Drugs Service was officially opened by Mr Horan  on 28 
January, 2016 prior to the Board meeting. Invited guests included all Board members, DDHHS Executive 
Staff, representatives from Sims White Architects, Northbuild Constructions and the Alcohol and Other 
Drugs service staff. 

The $2.86 million project has resulted in the extensive refurbishment of the building’s first and second 
level to accommodate the hospital’s Alcohol and Other Drugs Service. 

Funding for the project was provided through the state-wide Backlog Maintenance and Remediation 
Program and Darling Downs Hospital and Health Service capital funds.  



 

Local companies that undertook the work included Northbuild Constructions, Sims White Architects and 
Burke Industries (internal demolition). 

 

DDHHS Staff Awards 
The DDHHS Annual Employee Awards were held on 27th January, 2015 with a morning staff forum 
where all nominees and finalists were recognised for being nominated by their peers, as demonstrating 
the DDHHS vision, purpose and values.    
 
Mr Mike Horan presented certificates to 69  individuals and 32  teams who were nominated in this years 
awards at the all staff forum. 
 
Members of the Board then hosted an awards function where the winners were announced. All finalists 
in each category were invited to attend this event to recognise their valuable work and hear about 
examples elsewhere in the hospital and health service.  The guest speaker for the event was Mr Michael 
Walsh, Director-General  Queensland Health. 
 
 
This summary of key issues discussed and decisions made is approved for publishing by the Executive Committee 
of the Downs Hospital and Health Board and does not form or represent any part of the minutes of the meeting.  


