
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Darling Downs Hospital and Health Board Meeting  
23 February 2016 

 
Summary of the key issues discussed and decisions made by the Board 

 
A meeting of the Darling Downs Hospital and Health Board (the Board) was held on 23 February, 2016 
at Goondiwindi Hospital. The meeting was chaired by Dr Dennis Campbell and attended by 8 members 
of the Board.  Mr Mike Horan AM was an apology for this meeting.  
 
A range of matters were dealt with at the meeting including:  

   
 The Board approved the DDHHS Compliance Policy. 

 The Board reviewed, discussed and endorsed the findings and recommendations included in 
the report from the Internal Audit of Board Governance Operations 

 The Board considered and approved processes to support elderly residents remaining in their 
local communities. The process provides for aged care patients to be maintained in rural 
hospitals until a bed in a local residential aged care facility becomes available, noting that 
maintenance charges will be applied in line with standard procedures.   

 The Board noted the information provided on the 2016 Queensland Government priorities, 
Ministerial Charter and Health Portfolio priorities. 

 The Board received an update on the master planning studies being completed for the 
Toowoomba and Kingaroy Hospital sites. 

 The Acting HSCE provided a comprehensive report to the Board on the operations, activity and 
governance of the DDHHS in line with identified service priorities and performance indicators. 
The Board discussed the Chief Finance Officer report to the Board and the current financial 
position of the DDHHS. 

 The Board received and noted reports provided from the Board Executive Committee, and 
Board Finance Committee.   

 
The Millmerran Multipurpose Health Service’s new telehealth suite was officially opened on Monday 22 
February, 2016 by the Darling Downs Hospital and Health Board.  The refurbishment of a previously 
unused room at the Millmerran MPHS to create a fit-for-purpose, telehealth consultation suite was 
completed by the DDHHS at a project cost of $10,549.  The local Community Advisory Network (CAN) 
initiated the idea to provide a suite away from the main thoroughfare of the facility, which supports a 
better experience for patients.  
 
On Tuesday 23 February, the Board took the opportunity to meet with key stakeholders from the 
Goondiwindi community to share information and seek their feedback on health services in the local 
area. This included a breakfast meeting with the Goondiwindi Regional Council Mayor and councillors as 
well as a number of local general practitioners. 
 
A lunchtime stakeholder engagement function was also held at the Goondiwindi Hospital which was 
attended by representatives from  the Hospital Auxiliary, Chemists, Schools, Community Consultative 
Committee, Private Allied Health providers, Aged Care, Indigenous Advisory Network, Pastoral Care, 
Blue Care and Tie Up the Black Dog. 
 
The Board also inspected Goondiwindi Hospital’s new kitchen as part of the visit.  The $400,000 project 
was completed at the end of last year and features new flooring, ceiling, stainless steel bench tops, 
storage shelving and two air conditioners.  



 

This summary of key issues discussed and decisions made is approved for publishing by the Executive Committee 
of the Downs Hospital and Health Board and does not form or represent any part of the minutes of the meeting.  


