
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Darling Downs Hospital and Health Board Meeting  
26 July 2016 

 
Summary of the key issues discussed and decisions made by the Board 

 
A meeting of the Darling Downs Hospital and Health Board (the Board) was held on 26 July, 2016 at the 
Baillie Henderson Hospital in Toowoomba.   The meeting was chaired by Mr Mike Horan AM and attended by 
8 members of the Board.  Ms Marie Pietsch was an apology. 
 
Mr Greg Neilson, Acting Executive Director Mental Health, Alcohol and Other Drugs attended the 
meeting and provided an overview to the Board on the National Disability Insurance Scheme (NDIS) and 
the DDHHS response to the Public Advocate Report Upholding the right to life and health: A review of 
the deaths in care of people with disability in Queensland. 
 
A range of matters were dealt with at the meeting including:  

   
 The Board endorsed a special payment delegation of $80,403 for the removal and gifting of 

surplus assets at Nanango Hospital (part of the Community Health Building and a Storage 
Shed) to the Nanango Agricultural Pastoral and Mining Society (Nanango Show Society), which 
was considered out of session on 30 June 2016 by all members.  This option was determined 
by the Board as the cheapest option compared to demolition or remediation. 

 The Board reviewed and endorsed the Health Service Chief Executive Annual Delegations for 
financial, procurement, contract signing and real property in pursuance with Section 30, Part 2, 
Division 2, Subdivision 3 of the Hospital and Health Board Act 2011. 

 The Board discussed the formation of the DDHHS Consumer Council, noting planning is 
commencing to combine the Darling Downs West Moreton Primary Health Network (DDWM 
PHN) and Health Service Consumer Council’s. 

 The Board discussed the Director-General’s correspondence in relation to the review into 
maternity care at Rockhampton Hospital and noted the actions being taken by the DDHHS in 
reviewing the recommendations and identifying and actioning any areas for improvement across 
the birthing facilities within the region, where suitable.  

 The Board noted the summary report from the DDHHS Maternity and Birthing Advisory Group, 
and the development of a maternity plan for DDHHS for 2016-2020. 

 The Board discussed the My Aged Care and the Aged Care Assessment Program and its effect 
on the DDHHS Aged Care Assessment Team.  

 The Board noted the Allied Health Expanded Scope Strategy 2016-2021 draft consultation 
document. 

 The Board reviewed and noted the Board Cost Centre Report for June 2016 and the Board 
Cost Centre budget for the 2016-17 financial year. 

 The HSCE provided a comprehensive report to the Board on the operations, activity and 
governance of the DDHHS in line with identified service priorities and performance indicators. 
The Board discussed the Chief Finance Officer report to the Board and the current financial 
position of the DDHHS. 

 The Board received and noted reports provided from the Board Executive Committee, Board 
Finance Committee and the Board Audit and Risk Committee.   

 



 

On Monday 25 July, 2016 the Board continued its program of visiting Darling Downs Hospital and Health 
Service (DDHHS) facilities and visited the Toowoomba Hospital Medical Units 1, 2 and the new 4C ward, 
opened for the winter period to meet additional demand.  The Board met with key staff members from 
these areas to thank them for their continued efforts in providing excellent patient care and services to 
the community. 
 
At the Board Meeting on Tuesday 26 July, 2016 the Board met with the elected state members and 
newly elected federal representatives, from electorates within the Darling Downs Hospital and Health 
Service region to discuss the vision, strategic direction and current planning for the provision of new and 
improved health services across the region. 
 

 
This summary of key issues discussed and decisions made is approved for publishing by the Executive Committee 
of the Darling Downs Hospital and Health Board and does not form or represent any part of the minutes of the 
meeting.  
 
 


