
 
 
 
 
 

Darling Downs Hospital and Health Board Meeting  
27 April 2016 

 
Summary of the key issues discussed and decisions made by the Board 

 
A meeting of the Darling Downs Hospital and Health Board (the Board) was held on 27 April, 2016 at 
Kingaroy Hospital. The meeting was chaired  by Mr Mike Horan AM and attended by all members of the 
Board.   
 
A range of matters were dealt with at the meeting including:  

   
 Ms Peta Rutherford, Cluster Operations Manager attended the meeting to brief the Board on activities 

and achievements across the South Burnett. This included the recent commencement of a paediatrics 
clinic, providing specialised medical care for local children, and their families, in their own communities. 
The popularity of the free patient transfer bus was also highlighted, noting that 216 patients have used 
the service within the first eight weeks of operation.  

 
 The Board endorsed the commitment of $4m of accumulated surplus to the refurbishment of the 

Toowoomba Hospital Renal Unit including refurbishment to MU2 .  

 The Board endorsed the commitment of funding towards a $4.4 million project to refurbish the Farr 
Home building at Kingaroy Hospital to provide dental training and treatment services and community 
health services. The project is funded jointly from the DDHHS Board, Griffith University, Queensland 
Rural Medical Education (QRME) and the Backlog Maintenance and Remediation Program. 

 The Board reviewed the Preliminary Master Plans for Kingaroy Hospital and Toowoomba Hospital and 
approved the key messages for ongoing submissions to the Investment Review Committee. 

 The Acting HSCE provided a comprehensive report to the Board on the operations, activity and 
governance of the DDHHS in line with identified service priorities and performance indicators. The Board 
discussed the Chief Finance Officer report to the Board and the current financial position of the DDHHS. 

 The Board received and noted reports provided from the Board Executive Committee, Board Finance 
Committee and Board Safety and Quality Committee.   

The Board continued its program of community engagement during the visit to the South Burnett. Members of 
the Board met with Kingaroy doctors, councillors and Ms Deb Frecklington MP at an informal morning 
meeting prior to the Board meeting. 
 
A lunchtime stakeholder engagement function was also held at the Kingaroy Hospital which was attended by 
staff of Kingaroy Hospital as well as representatives from the Hospital Auxiliary, South Burnett Community 
Consultative Committee, schools, emergency services, private health and business leaders from the local 
community. 
 
The visit also provided an opportunity for the Board to thank the Kingaroy Hospital Auxiliary for their hard 
work and efforts in raising almost $23,000 to purchase a motorised buggy that is making the transfer of 
patients from the hospital’s emergency department to its helipad more comfortable.  
 
The Board also took the opportunity to congratulate Ms Rutherford on her appointment as Chief Executive 
Officer of the Rural Doctors Association of Australia and to thank her for her achievements as Cluster 
Operations Manager for South Burnett. 
 
This summary of key issues discussed and decisions made is approved for publishing by the Executive Committee 
of the Downs Hospital and Health Board and does not form or represent any part of the minutes of the meeting.  
 
 
 
 
 
 


