
 
 
 
 
 

Darling Downs Hospital and Health Board Meeting  
31 May 2016 

 
Summary of the key issues discussed and decisions made by the Board 

 
A meeting of the Darling Downs Hospital and Health Board (the Board) was held on 31 May 2016 at 
Toowoomba Hospital.   The meeting was chaired by Mr Mike Horan AM and attended by 8 members of the 
Board.  Dr Ross Hetherington was an apology.   
 
The Chair welcomed Ms Corinne Butler and Dr Ruth Terwijn to the Board and thanked previous Board 
Members, Dr Jeff Prebble OAM and Mr Terry Fleischfresser for their time on the Board. The Chair also 
welcomed Ms Rhiannon Boden as the Acting Director Executive Services for a period of six months.  
The Chair noted Ms Melanie Reimann’s resignation as the Chief Finance Officer and thanked Ms 
Reimann for her time in the service and welcomed Ms Jane Ranger as the acting Chief Finance Officer 
while recruitment for the position is underway. 
 
Mr Leon Atkinson-MacEwen, Health Ombudsman attended the meeting and provided an overview to the 
Board on the role of the Health Ombudsman including the processes and procedures of handling 
complaints. 
 
A range of matters were dealt with at the meeting including:  

   
 Ms Andrea Nagle, Service Manager Women’s, Children’s and ED Services provided a presentation to 

the Board on Maternity Services and the upcoming Maternity Services Forum on the 21 June 2016. 
 
 The Board endorsed the commitment of $250,000 of accumulated surplus to the upgrade of Burnview 

Avenue, Baillie Henderson Hospital to a two lane carriage road to connect the site to the new entry off 
Mort Street being constructed as part of the Toowoomba Second Range Crossing project.  

 The Board endorsed the commitment of $620,000 to provide air-conditioning to the Jofre Building at 
Baillie Henderson Hospital, and noted a rolling program of air-conditioning upgrades will be required to 
be completed across the site.   

 The Board noted the appointment of Board members (including the Chair and Deputy Chair) as per the 
Queensland Government Gazette notice dated Monday 16 May 2016, and endorsed the membership of 
the Board sub-committees.  

 The Board endorsed the Darling Downs Hospital and Health Service’s (DDHHS) Strategic Plan 2016-20.  

 The Health Service Chief Executive provided a comprehensive report to the Board on the operations, 
activity and governance of the DDHHS in line with identified service priorities and performance 
indicators. The Board discussed the Chief Finance Officer report to the Board and the current financial 
position of the DDHHS. 

 Dr Paul Clayton, Acting Executive Director Workforce and Infrastructure provided an update on the 
Darling Downs Health Service’s Infrastructure program. 

 The Board received and noted reports provided from the Board Executive; Finance; and Audit and Risk 
Committees.   

 
The Board continued its program of community engagement and met with the Toowoomba Regional Council 
at an informal meeting prior to the Board meeting. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

A lunchtime farewell function was also held at Toowoomba Hospital for Dr Jeff Prebble OAM which was 
attended by staff as well as representatives from the Rural Clinical School and Toowoomba Hospital 
Foundation.  The Board presented Dr Prebble with a framed photo and a photographic book of Dr Prebble’s 
time as a Board member to thank him for his time on the Board. 
 
This summary of key issues discussed and decisions made is approved for publishing by the Executive Committee 
of the Downs Hospital and Health Board and does not form or represent any part of the minutes of the meeting.  
 
 


