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World Premmie Day celebrated at Toowoomba Hospital SCN 
 
World Prematurity Day was celebrated around the globe on Thursday 17 November. Wendy 
Carlish, Associate Nurse Unit Manager at Toowoomba Hospital’s Special Care Nursery (SCN), 
said the day was a great opportunity to raise awareness of preterm birth and honour the 
thousands of Australian babies who are born prematurely each year. 
 
“Worldwide more than 15 million babies are born prematurely every year, with more than 25,000 
of those being born in Australia,” Ms Carlish said.  
 
“We generally have up to 50 admissions to the SCN per month and a significant percentage of 
those babies will be premature.  
 
“Having a baby preterm can be a very daunting experience for parents because they have to 
face additional challenges from the time their baby arrives. 
 
“The prospect of your baby being in hospital for longer than expected can be confronting, but 
we would like parents to know that if their baby does arrive preterm, we are here to help and 
support them in every way we can.” 
 
Joining the World Prematurity Day celebrations in the SCN were C.K. and Ankita Patel. The day 
was especially significant as they were preparing to take their baby daughter Vishva home after 
a stay in the SCN. 
 
“She has been here for 29 days so we are very happy to be taking her home,” Mr Patel said. 
 
“The team in here is wonderful and they have taken great care of our daughter.”  
 
Ms Carlish said the Toowoomba Hospital SCN team was also shining a light on some of the 
challenges faced by families of preterm babies with a display in the hospital foyer.  
 
“We’ve put together a presentation called Violet’s Story, and that has been in the hospital’s 
main foyer this week,” she said.  
 
“It follows the story of baby called Violet and her family, focusing on the time Violet spent with 
us in the SCN.  
 
“Their journey shares many similarities to that taken by millions of families around the world, 
and that’s why we come together to commemorate World Prematurity Day. 
 
“This is a special time of year for us as we will also have our Special Care Nursery Family Day 
at Toowoomba Hospital on Friday 25 November. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 

“This will be our fourth annual Family Day and it’s always a great opportunity to catch up with 
families who have the shared experience of having a child who has been through the SCN, and 
to see how their babies are going.” 
 
Ends 
 
Photo caption:  (from left) Parents C.K. and Ankita Patel with baby Vishva celebrated World 
Prematurity Day with midwives Pam Henderson and Lauren Kruger and Special Care Nursery 
Associate Nurse Unit Manager Wendy Carlish. 
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