
TABLE 6.01 MOTHERS DELIVERING IN QUEENSLAND, 1998
ONSET OF LABOUR BY PLURALITY OF PREGNANCY

Onset of labour Singleton Multiple Total
No. % No. % No. %

Spontaneous - not augmented 16,998            36.3 179          26.1         17,177     36.2
Spontaneous - augmented 12,575            26.9 93            13.5         12,668     26.7
Induced 11,323            24.2 161          23.4         11,484     24.2
No labour 5,864              12.5 254          37.0         6,118       12.9
Not stated 3                     0.0 -               -             3              0.0

Total 46,763            100.0 687          100.0 47,450     100.0

Plurality of pregnancy



TABLE 6.02 MOTHERS DELIVERING IN QUEENSLAND, 1998
ONSET OF LABOUR BY AGE OF MOTHER

Onset of labour Under 20 20 - 34 35 and over Total
No. % No. % No. % No. %

Spontaneous - not augmented 1,226      39.7 13,727    36.3 2,224      34.1 17,177    36.2
Spontaneous - augmented 1,030      33.4 10,266    27.1 1,372      21.1 12,668    26.7
Induced 715         23.2 9,238      24.4 1,531      23.5 11,484    24.2
No labour 114         3.7 4,615      12.2 1,389      21.3 6,118      12.9
Not stated -              -           3             0.0 -              -           3             0.0

Total 3,085      100.0 37,849    100.0 6,516      100.0 47,450    100.0

Age of mother



TABLE 6.03            MOTHERS WITH INDUCED LABOURS, QUEENSLAND, 1998
                                SELECTED REASON FOR INDUCTION
Reason for induction Mothers with induced labour

No. %
Prolonged pregnancy 4,175         36.4
Hypertension complicating pregnancy 2,008         17.5
Unspecified psychosocial circumstances 1,356         11.8
Premature/prolonged rupture of membranes 1,245         10.8
Poor fetal growth 464            4.0
Diabetes complicating pregnancy 293            2.6
Previous poor obstetric history     201            1.8
Spurious/false labour 175            1.5
Other fetal/placental problem 136            1.2
Intrauterine fetal death 115            1.0
Other reasons 1,316         11.5

Total 11,484       100.0



TABLE 6.04 BIRTHS, QUEENSLAND, 1998
PRESENTATION BY PLURALITY OF PREGNANCY

Presentation Singleton Multiple Total
No. % No. % No. %

Vertex 44,459       95.1 914         65.3 45,373       94.2
Face 50              0.1 2             0.1 52              0.1
Brow 46              0.1 3             0.2 49              0.1

Breech(a) 1,965         4.2 419         29.9 2,384         4.9
Other 239            0.5 62           4.4 301            0.6
Not stated 4                0.0 -              -           4                0.0

Total 46,763       100.0 1,400      100.0 48,163       100.0

(a) Breech deliveries in which forceps were applied to the after-coming head were included in the

breech' classification and not classified as 'forceps' deliveries.

Plurality of pregnancy



TABLE 6.05 BIRTHS, QUEENSLAND, 1998
METHOD OF DELIVERY BY PLURALITY OF PREGNANCY

Method of 
delivery Singleton Multiple Total

No. % No. % No. %
Spontaneous vertex 31,902       68.2 378         27.0 32,280       67.0
Forceps 2,103         4.5 77           5.5 2,180         4.5
Vacuum extraction 2,043         4.4 55           3.9 2,098         4.4
LSCS 10,331       22.1 769         54.9 11,100       23.0
Classical CS 82              0.2 6             0.4 88              0.2
Breech 259            0.6 109         7.8 368            0.8
Other 41              0.1 6             0.4 47              0.1
Not stated 2                0.0 -              -           2                0.0

Total 46,763       100.0 1,400      100.0 48,163       100.0

Plurality of pregnancy



TABLE 6.06 BIRTHS, QUEENSLAND, 1998
METHOD OF DELIVERY BY AGE OF MOTHER

Method of delivery Under 20 20 - 34 35 and over Total
No. % No. % No. % No. %

Spontaneous vertex 2,467    79.4 25,900  67.4 3,913    58.8 32,280  67.0
Forceps 123       4.0 1,772    4.6 285       4.3 2,180    4.5
Vacuum extraction 106       3.4 1,748    4.6 244       3.7 2,098    4.4
LSCS 383       12.3 8,576    22.3 2,141    32.2 11,100  23.0
Classical CS 4           0.1 63         0.2 21         0.3 88         0.2
Breech 21         0.7 300       0.8 47         0.7 368       0.8
Other 2           0.1 39         0.1 6           0.1 47         0.1
Not stated -          -         2           0.0 -          -         2           0.0

Total 3,106    100.0 38,400  100.0 6,657    100.0 48,163  100.0

Age of mother (years)



TABLE 6.07           BIRTHS, QUEENSLAND, 1998 - METHOD OF DELIVERY BY PRESENTATION

Method of delivery Vertex Face Brow Breech Other Total (a)

No. % No. % No. % No. % No. % No. %
Singleton
Spontaneous vertex 31,860  71.7 2           4.0 5           10.9 1           0.1 33         13.8 31,902  68.2
Forceps 2,067    4.6 1           2.0 3           6.5 20         1.0 12         5.0 2,103    4.5
Vacuum extraction 2,034    4.6 2           4.0 3           6.5 -            -         4           1.7 2,043    4.4
LSCS 8,445    19.0 26         52.0 31         67.4 1,658    84.4 171       71.5 10,331  22.1
Classical CS 41         0.1 1           2.0        1           2.2 26         1.3 13         5.4 82         0.2
Breech -            -         -            -         -            -         259       13.2 -            -         259       0.6
Other 12         0.0 18         36.0 3           6.5 1           0.1 6           2.5 41         0.1
Not stated -            -         -            -         -            -         -            -         -            -         2           0.0
Total 44,459  100.0 50         100.0 46         100.0 1,965    100.0 239       100.0 46,763  100.0

Multiple
Spontaneous vertex 375       41.0 -            -         -            -         -            -         3           4.8 378       27.0
Forceps 70         7.7 1           50.0 -            -         4           1.0 2           3.2 77         5.5
Vacuum extraction 55         6.0 -            -         -            -         -            -         -            -         55         3.9
LSCS 409       44.7 -            -         3           100.0 307       73.3 50         80.6 769       54.9
Classical CS 1           0.1 -            -         -            -         3           0.7 2           3.2 6           0.4
Breech -            -         -            -         -            -         105       25.1 4           6.5 109       7.8
Other 4           0.4 1           50.0 -            -         -            -         1           1.6 6           0.4
Not stated -            -         -            -         -            -         -            -         -            -         -            -         
Total 914       100.0 2           100.0 3           100.0 419       100.0 62         100.0 1,400    100.0

Total births 45,373  52         49         2,384    301       48,163  
(a) Includes births with a not stated presentation.

Presentation



TABLE 6.08 BIRTHS, QUEENSLAND, 1998
METHOD OF DELIVERY BY METHOD OF INTRAPARTUM ANALGESIA/ANAESTHESIA

Method of 
Analgesia/ Spontaneous Forceps/ Caesarean

Anaesthesia (a) Vertex Vacuum Section Other Total(b)

No. % No. % No. % No. % No. %
None reported 8,311    25.7 145      3.4 -            -       93        22.4 8,549   17.8
At least one method 23,967  74.2 4,133   96.6 11,188  100.0 320      77.1 39,608 82.2

Nitrous oxide 18,049     75.3 2,497     60.4 1,546       13.8 142        44.4 22,234    56.1

Narcotic(IM/IV) 10,499     43.8 1,803     43.6 1,335       11.9 114        35.6 13,751    34.7

Caudal 49            0.2 53          1.3 37            0.3 7            2.2 146         0.4

Epidural 4,911       20.5 2,675     64.7 5,562       49.7 113        35.3 13,261    33.5

Spinal 331          1.4 213        5.2 5,140       45.9 16          5.0 5,700      14.4

General Anaesthesia 81            0.3 60          1.5 1,408       12.6 14          4.4 1,563      3.9

Other 317          1.3 217        5.3 22            0.2 10          3.1 566         1.4

Not stated 2           0.0 -          -        -            -       2          0.5 6          0.0

Total 32,280  100.0 4,278   100.0  11,188  100.0 415      100.0  48,163 100.0  
(a) Reporting of multiple methods of analgesia/anaesthesia permitted.

(b) Includes births with not stated method of delivery.

Method of delivery



TABLE 6.09         MOTHERS DELIVERING BY PRIMARY CAESAREAN SECTION, QUEENSLAND, 1998
                             LABOUR STATUS BY REASON OF CAESAREAN
Reason for
Caesarean Section No labour Labour Total

No. % No. % No. %
Failure to progress -         -        1,397   36.9 1,397   21.6
Fetal distress 102      3.8       1,086   28.7 1,188   18.3
Breech 817      30.3     343      9.1 1,160   17.9
Hypertensive disorders 325      12.1     66        1.7 391      6.0
Unspecified psychosocial circumstances 275      10.2     28        0.7 303      4.7
Antepartum haemorrhage (including placenta praevia) 212      7.9       79        2.1 291      4.5
Cephalopelvic disproportion 122      4.5       122      3.2 244      3.8
Multiple pregnancy 83        3.1       25        0.7 108      1.7
Other 759      28.2     639      16.9 1,398   21.6

Total 2,695   100.0  3,785   100.0  6,480   100.0  

Labour status



TABLE 6.10 BIRTHS, QUEENSLAND, 1998
ONSET OF LABOUR BY METHOD OF DELIVERY

Spontaneous Forceps/ Caesarean

Onset of labour Vertex Vacuum Section Other Total(a)

No. % No. % No. % No. % No. %
Spontaneous - not augmented 14,259    44.2 997         23.3 1,872      16.7 203         48.9 17,331    36.0
Spontaneous - augmented 9,820      30.4 1,678      39.2 1,202      10.7 93           22.4 12,793    26.6
Induced 8,200      25.4 1,603      37.5 1,723      15.4 119         28.7 11,645    24.2
No labour -              -           -             -           6,391      57.1 -              -           6,391      13.3
Not stated 1             0.0 -             -           -              -           -              -           3             0.0

Total 32,280    100.0      4,278      100.0      11,188    100.0      415         100.0      48,163    100.0      
(a) Includes births with not stated method of delivery.

Of the 48,163 babies born in 1998, 41,769
BABIES BORN AFTER A PERIOD OF LABOUR, QUEENSLAND, 1998 (86.7 per cent) were born after a period of labour.
ONSET OF LABOUR BY METHOD OF DELIVERY

SVD Forceps/vacuumCaesarean SectionOther Total There were 6,391 babies born via Caesarean 
Spontaneous - not augmented14,259    997         1,872      203         17,331    section prior to the onset of labour
Spontaneous - augmented9,822      1,678      1,202      91           12,793     Of these babies, 2,902 (45.4 per cent) had 
Induced 8,200      1,603      1,722      119         11,644    "Repeat Elective" reported as principal
Total 32,281    4,278      4,796      413         41,768     reason for Caesarean section.

SVD Forceps/vacuumCaesarean SectionOther Total
Spontaneous - not augmented44.2 23.3        39.0        49.2        41.5        
Spontaneous - augmented30.4 39.2        25.1        22.0        30.6        
Induced 25.4 37.5        35.9        28.8        27.9        
Total 100.0      100.0      100.0      100.0      100.0      

Method of delivery

BIRTHS AFTER A PERIOD OF LABOUR, QUEENSLAND, 1998 
METHOD OF DELIVERY BY ONSET OF LABOUR
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TABLE 6.11    TERM (a), SINGLETON BIRTHS WITH A VERTEX PRESENTATION TO PRIMIPAROUS MOTHERS 
                        AGED BETWEEN 20 AND 34 IN PUBLIC ACCOMMODATION, QUEENSLAND, 1998, 
                        ONSET OF LABOUR BY METHOD OF DELIVERY

Spontaneous Forceps/ Caesarean
Onset of labour Vertex Vacuum Section Other Total

No. % No. % No. % No. % No. %
Spontaneous - not augmented 2,231       41.2 275         22.9 187         15.5 -              -           2,693       34.4
Spontaneous - augmented 1,929       35.6 547         45.5 425         35.2 2             66.7 2,903       37.1
Induced 1,254       23.2 380         31.6 475         39.4 1             33.3 2,110       27.0
No labour -              -           -              -           120         9.9 -              -           120          1.5

Total 5,414       100.0      1,202      100.0      1,207      100.0      3             100.0      7,826       100.0      
(a) Includes babies born between 37 and 41 completed gestational weeks.

SVD Forceps/vacuumCaesarean section
Spontaneous - not augmented41.2 22.9 15.5
Spontaneous - augmented35.6 45.5 35.2
Induced 23.2 31.6 39.4
No labour 0.0 0.0 9.9

Method of delivery

TERM (a)  SINGLETON BIRTHS WITH A VERTEX PRESENTATION TO PRIMIPAROUS MOTHERS AGED BETWEEN 20 
AND 34 IN PUBLIC ACCOMMODATION, QUEENSLAND, 1997, METHOD OF DELIVERY BY ONSET OF LABOUR
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TABLE 6.12    MOTHERS WITH A PREVIOUS CAESAREAN SECTION, QUEENSLAND, 1998
                        METHOD OF DELIVERY  BY ONSET OF LABOUR (a)

Spontaneous Forceps/ Caesarean
Onset of labour Vertex Vacuum Section Other Total

No. % No. % No. % No. % No. %
Spontaneous - not augmented 580         45.4 65           32.5 632         14.7 10           58.8 1,287      22.2
Spontaneous - augmented 469         36.7 88           44.0 137         3.2 1             5.9 695         12.0
Induced 229         17.9 47           23.5 105         2.4 6             35.3 387         6.7
No labour -             -           -             -           3,423      79.7 -              -           3,423      59.1

Total 1,278      100.0 200         100.0 4,297      100.0 17           100.0 5,792      100.0
(a) In the case of multiple births data from the first birth are used.

SVD Forceps/vacuumCaesarean section
Spontaneous - not augmented45.4 32.5 14.7
Spontaneous - augmented36.7 44.0 3.2
Induced 17.9 23.5 2.4
No labour 0 0 79.7

Method of delivery

MOTHERS WITH A PREVIOUS CAESAREAN SECTION, QUEENSLAND, 1998 
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TABLE 6.13    MOTHERS DELIVERING IN QUEENSLAND, 1998
                        SELECTED LABOUR AND DELIVERY COMPLICATIONS
Complication (a) Mothers

No. %

Labour < 4 hours 9,723                        20.5
Fetal distress 4,285                        9.0
Uterine inertia 3,289                        6.9
Prolonged second stage 2,300                        4.8
Cord entanglement 1,215                        2.6
Primary post-partum haemorrhage 1,165                        2.5
Obstructed labour 881                           1.9
Retained placenta or membranes 
(without haemorrhage) 848                           1.8
Maternal distress 69                             0.1
Other 20,155                      42.5

Total mothers 47,450                      
(a) Reporting of multiple complications was permitted, so numbers cannot be cumulated.

Labour and delivery complications were reported for 31,559 (66.5 per cent) of mothers. 

Proportion of all mothers with at least one labour or delivery complication reported

1988 29.1

1989 43.2

1990 52.9

1991 54.1

1992 52.6

1993 54.4

1994 56.5

1995 56.8

1996 58

1997 72.7

1998 66.5

MOTHERS DELIVERING IN QUEENSLAND, 1988-1998
PROPORTION WITH AT LEAST ONE LABOUR AND DELIVERY COMPLICATION REPORTED
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TABLE 6.14              BABIES BORN AFTER A PERIOD OF LABOUR, QUEENSLAND, 1998
                                  METHOD OF DELIVERY  BY SELECTED LABOUR AND DELIVERY COMPLICATIONS

Spontaneous Forceps/ Caesarean

Selected complication (a) Vertex Vacuum Section Other Total(b)

No. % No. % No. % No. % No. %
Fetal distress 1,378 4.3 1,185 27.7 1,572 32.8 23 5.5 4,158      10.0
Meconium liquour 4,925 15.3 808 18.9 955 19.9 49 11.8 6,737      16.1
Long labour 784 2.4 1,819 42.5 325 6.8 9 2.2 2,937      7.0
Primary post-partum haemorrhage 870 2.7 172 4.0 57 1.2 14 3.4 1,113      2.7
Uterine inertia 205 0.6 836 19.5 2,270 47.3 5 1.2 3,316      7.9
Obstructed labour 442 1.4 191 4.5 244 5.1 5 1.2 882         2.1
Lacerations/tears to perineum/vulva 15,335 47.5 1,516 35.4 41 0.9 75 18.1 16,967    40.6

Total babies born after a period of labour 32,279    4,278      4,797      415         41,769    
(a) Reporting of multiple conditions permitted, so numbers cannot be cumulated.

(b) Total includes one baby for whom the method of delivery was not stated.

SVD Forceps/vacuumCaesarean section
Fetal distress 4.3 27.7 32.8
Meconium liquor 15.3 18.9 19.9
Long labour 2.4 42.5 6.8
Uterine inertia 0.6 19.5 47.3

Method of delivery

BABIES BORN AFTER A PERIOD OF LABOUR, QUEENSLAND, 1998 
METHOD OF DELIVERY BY SELECTED LABOUR/ DELIVERY COMPLICATIONS
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TABLE 6.15         MOTHERS DELIVERING IN QUEENSLAND, 1998
                             SELECTED PROCEDURES AND OPERATIONS PERFORMED
                             DURING PREGNANCY, LABOUR AND THE PUERPERIUM
Procedures and Operations (a) Mothers

No. %
Obstetric ultrasound 46,670    98.4
Monitoring of fetal heart during labour 24,858    52.4
Amniocentesis 1,907      4.0
Removal of retained placenta 776         1.6
Encirclement suture of cervix 116         0.2
X-ray pelvimetry 10           0.0
Other 1,055      2.2

Total mothers 47,450    
(a) Reporting of multiple procedures was permitted so numbers cannot be cumulated.

Procedures and operations performed during pregnancy, labour and the puerperium were reported for 47,012 
(99.1 per cent) mothers. The marked increase in reporting of procedures and operations is most likely 
attributable to improved reporting of obstetric ultrasound. 

Proportion of all mothers with at least one procedure or operation reported

1988 38.4

1989 55

1990 87.7

1991 92.9

1992 96.5

1993 98

1994 98.4

1995 98.3

1996 98.8

1997 98.9

1998 99.1

MOTHERS DELIVERING IN QUEENSLAND, 1988-1998
PROPORTION WITH AT LEAST ONE PROCEDURE OR OPERATION REPORTED
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TABLE 6.16    MOTHERS DELIVERING IN QUEENSLAND, 1998
                        SELECTED PUERPERIUM COMPLICATIONS
Complication (a) Mothers

No. %
Complications of obstetrical surgical wounds 369         0.8          
Infection of genitourinary tract 299         0.6          
Puerperial pyrexia 153         0.3          
Post-partum haemorrhage 196         0.4          
Infection of breast 122         0.3          
Disorders of the breast excluding infection 239         0.5          
Venous complications 107         0.2          
Anaemia 161         0.3          
Other 1,240      2.6          

Total mothers 47,450    
(a) Reporting of multiple complications was permitted so numbers cannot be cumulated.

At least one puerperium complication was reported for 2,714 (5.7 per cent) of mothers.

The scope of the Queensland Perinatal Data Collection ceases at the point of formal separation - that is
discharge, transfer, or death. Whilst the average length of stay has continued to reduce in recent 
years, the proportion of mothers with at least one puerperium complication has gradually increased.
It is suspected that this is may be an indication of improved reporting. 

Proportion of all mothers with at least one puerperium complication reported (per cent)Average length of postnatal stay (days)

1988 3.3 5.1
1989 3.8 5.1
1990 4.0 5.0
1991 4.4 4.9
1992 4.1 4.7
1993 4.5 4.5
1994 4.6 4.5
1995 5.2 4.3
1996 4.9 4.2
1997 5.0 4
1998 5.7 3.8

MOTHERS DELIVERING IN QUEENSLAND, 1988-1998, PROPORTION OF 
MOTHERS WITH AT LEAST ONE PUERPERIUM COMPLICATION AND AVERAGE 

LENGTH OF POSTNATAL STAY
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TABLE 6.17       MOTHERS DELIVERING VAGINALLY, QUEENSLAND, 1998
                           PERINEAL STATUS BY NUMBER OF PREVIOUS DELIVERIES

Perineal status 0 1 - 4 5 or more Total(a)

No. % No. % No. % No. %
Intact 4,050   29.0 11,420 52.0 589      78.4 16,060 43.8
Without other lower genital tract trauma 2,952      21.1 10,476    47.7 566         75.4 13,995    38.2

Lacerated sutured 5,085   36.4 6,448   29.4 81        10.8 11,614 31.7
Lacerated unsutured 875      6.3 2,085   9.5 67        8.9 3,027   8.3
Episiotomy 3,954   28.3 1,987   9.1 13        1.7 5,954   16.2
Not stated -           -        1          0.0 1          0.1 2          0.0

Total 13,964 100.0  21,941 100.0  751      100.0  36,657 100.0  
(a) Includes not stated number of previous confinements.

Number of previous deliveries



TABLE 6.18        MOTHERS DELIVERING VAGINALLY, QUEENSLAND, 1998
                            PERINEAL STATUS BY SELECTED GENITAL TRACT TRAUMA

Lacerated- Lacerated-

Selected genital tract trauma (a) Intact sutured unsutured Episiotomy Total (b)

No. % No. % No. % No. % No. %
First degree perineal laceration -           -         1,194   10.3 623     20.6 27       0.5 1,844   5.0
Second degree perineal laceration -           -         1,396   12.0 49       1.6 67       1.1 1,512   4.1
Third degree perineal laceration -           -       108      0.9 2         0.1 101     1.7 211      0.6
Fourth degree perineal laceration -           -         7          0.1 -          -       8         0.1 15        0.0
Unspecified perineal laceration 45        0.3      2,997   25.8 749     24.7 216     3.6 4,007   10.9
Other trauma to perineum or vulva 1,660   10.3    222      1.9 185     6.1 51       0.9 2,118   5.8
High vaginal laceration 395      2.5      129      1.1 17       0.6 37       0.6 578      1.6

Mothers delivering vaginally 16,060 11,614 3,027  5,954  36,657 
(a) Reporting of muliple genital tract conditions permitted so numbers cannot be cumulated.

      In the case of multiple births details from the first birth are used.

(b) Includes not stated perineal status.

Perineal status



TABLE 6.19     MOTHERS AGED BETWEEN 20 AND 34 IN PUBLIC ACCOMMODATION  WITH 
                         A SPONTANEOUS VERTEX  DELIVERY OF A SINGLETON, TERM (a) BABY
                         QUEENSLAND, 1998, PERINEAL STATUS BY ACCOUCHEUR

Other 

Perineal Status Obstetrician Medical officer Midwife Student midwife Medical student Other Total (b)

No. % No. % No. % No. % No. % No. % No. %
Primiparous mothers

Intact 17       23.6   100     26.0   1,448  35.9   226     31.8   69       33.7   5      62.5   1,866   34.5   
Without other lower genital tract trauma 15          20.8       74          19.3       993        24.6       153        21.5       52          25.4       2        25.0       1,289    23.8       

Lacerated sutured 28       38.9   138     35.9   1,703  42.2   322     45.4   87       42.4   3      37.5   2,281   42.1   
Lacerated unsutured 3         4.2     21       5.5     377     9.3     69       9.7     14       6.8     -       -       484      8.9     
Episiotomy 24       33.3   125     32.6   506     12.5   93       13.1   35       17.1   -       -       783      14.5   

Total 72       100.0 384     100.0 4,034  100.0 710     100.0 205     100.0 8      100.0 5,414   100.0 
Multiparous mothers

Intact 44       43.1   385     57.2   5,530  60.8   1,033  60.2   282     55.0   89    67.9   7,364   60.2   
Without other lower genital tract trauma 40          39.2   361        53.6       5,030     55.3       930        54.2       261        50.9       82      62.6       6,705      54.8       

Lacerated sutured 28       27.5   169     25.1   2,117  23.3   446     26.0   143     27.9   26    19.8   2,929   23.9   
Lacerated unsutured 15       14.7   60       8.9     1,077  11.8   179     10.4   70       13.6   16    12.2   1,418   11.6   
Episiotomy 15       14.7   59       8.8     370     4.1     57       3.3     18       3.5     -       -       519      4.2     

Total 102     100.0 673     100.0 9,094  100.0 1,715  100.0 513     100.0 131  100.0 12,230 100.0 
(a) Includes babies born between 37 and 41 completed gestational weeks.

(b) Includes 3 mothers with a not stated accoucheur.

Accoucheur


